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PREFACE. 


N this diſſatisfied Age not to be concerned 
in the throng of complaints were certain- 
ly very much different from the Mode, 

Which eſteemed inconvenience many ſhun with 
an over-haſty pawn of their credits, taking up 

on truſt any thing, which the Vender of No- 
velties packeth on them. Whereas we may 
juſtly imagine, the quieteſs dayes to be the 
wolt bleſſed, we ſtill ſee it to be the aon- 

[tant humonr of men to tire out Life in pure 
; ſuit of thoſe thingr, which are onely matter 

. of diſturbance , and by undervaluing care- 

lene to condemn the things, which belong 

'to their peace, And if any man judge- 

ing this courſe prejudicial to them, who take 

# , ſhauld with moſt inducing Arguments 
manifeſt their abuſe, he is commonly thought 
to be civily treated , if onely ſcorned as a 
good naturd Fop , he be ſuffered to retire 
without farther injuries. Which ſort of 
Rudeneſs and Injuſtice hath indeed much of 
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!;; Hedoring Bravado, though little of ge- 


nerous ſobriety , which. contrarywiſe with 


.a dignifying condeſcention embraceth the © 
max, whoſe well-meaning counſels intend. 
'the welfare of thoſe, to whom"they are di- _ 
rected. Some few indeed there are', whoſe | 


reſolute folly abominateth change , yet will 
patiently and honourably receive . thoſe , 


whoſe becalming Virtues and x05 3008 urge | - 


a compliance with men of the fineſt temper, 
For although they make their egy ſubor= 
dinate to their will, and in all things yeild 
to the guidance of fancy, yet they will per= 
zvit Reaſon as a favoured Slave to ſpeakin 


the behalf ef its friends, and for its ſake give 
them a proteFion from inſulence. Now where | 
outrages on the one hand, and contempt on the | 
_ #ther are only mitigated by the inconſiderable. : 
kindneſſes of a few courtly non Obſervers , * 
time ſpent in endeavours oF reducing extra» | 

we order preſcribed * 
by diſcretion may be thought as much abus | 


wagant tongues into the 


Jed by unreaſonable reproof as unwarrantas 


ble clamours. For who will think him ſpeaks | - 
ing ſeaſonably , who ſpeaketh to no purpoſe, * 
and moſt men will conclude that ſpoken to © 


n:0 purpoſe, which is not entertained, But 
whe n-we conſider duty obliging us to a valiant 
reſiſt ance of impictie growing potent, we may 


t 


alſa_ 


—_ i 
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alſo remember. that reaſonavle perſwaſions 
may draw many. out of the danger of the 
over flowing torrent \, and. confirm. them in 
the obſervation of what is neceſjary for their 
ſafety, Where we have little hope of win- 
ning ground, we may well think it meet to 
defend what we have in poſſetſuon, And al- 
though hard hap hath fruſtrated , many n0- 
ble attempts of regaining diverſe, who have 
. revolted; yet we may not deſiſt through opi- 
Sion, that affeFions once alienated from the 
truth are afterward neither malleable nor 
melting. Continued diligence may find ſome, 
who, being ſurprized through weakneſs , 
would gladly kiſs that hand, which ſhal! be 
ſtretched forth for their reſcue, and devout= 
', by thank that pitying Providence , which 
wouchſafed them the mercy of a Deliverer. 
And if we hereto adde that men of the 
moſt unbridled paſſions accounting reſtraint 
their debaſement, are ſometimes by - their 
. own ſiumblings caſt down, and that the wild- 
eſt Beaſts have been taken in-a toyl , we 
&14y n0t let ſink our hopes of retra#ing ſome 
of thoſe, whoſe ſeemingly invincible objtina* 
cy laboxreth to depreſs them. And of others, 
whoſe rejeting _ we bring towards a con- 
vidion is not out of malice and conjempt, we 
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bave undowbtedly leſt canſe'to deſpair. For 
the Fort is more than half won , where the 
Defend nts think not the Aſſailants injurious; 
and xho can ſuſpe# but that reaſon muſt grow” 
Stronger by time, when it hath «faint or no 
odpoſttien. et 
' BUT whatſoever may be the probability 
of ſucceſs, the publique clamours and deplo- 
rable diftra@ions ; bow each mans aſſi- 
Stance towards the prevention of thethreat- | 
ned ruine, which is indeed juſtly to«be fea« 
red, but that more from the Complainers 
than the miſchiefs complained of: The wnl- 
garly noiſed dangers are certainly " ter- 
rible; but the Magicians, who firſt raiſed theſe 
 bufie Spirits, are the moſt dreaded evils, : 
whoſe ill acquaintance withthe moſt horrid * 
Authors of miſery , giveth the greateſt ſuſ.. © 
pitions of a ſubſequent Os when their © 
famed care #* concerned in the diſcovery of 
any- thing, which may be called formidable. 
Nothing is more fatal than theſymptomes 
they give of 4 declining State z #o which, 
when they pretend to preſcribe health, their : 
very breath proveth poyſonous , and their | 
tongues, ſet on fire from hell, purifie al 
they call corrupt by 4 fanQifying conflagra- 
tion. Oy | 
MANY wot out of ignorance of their 
, walitions * 
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malitious nature, but for the furtherance of 
ſome petty deſigns , do promote or at leaft 
conntenance (ng: as Men of rare abilities, 
imagining they can at pleaſure ſtifle the 
hm of their kindling _ La their 
;zntended miſchief” is ready to break, forth. 
But theſe muſt with a continual vigilance: 
obſerve them, and peradventure may ( not- 
withſtanding their nimble glances and pers 
ſeverance in watchfulneſe ) have a cheat 
put upon them ; and althouch they may in 
the beginning eſpy the evil, yet may by the 
flie Artiſts in deſtruction have either the 
buckets removed, or the water, wherewith 
the fire ſhow/d be quenched, diverted into 
contrary channels. $80 that for want of 
prevention, the enſuing induſiry may be uſe- 
leſs. And ſurely nothing is more ridicu- 
loxs then the application of remedies, which 
the head ſtrong evil diſdaineth. and the too 
late offers of help againſt an irriliſtible fary, 
eſpecially from theſe in whoſe power it was 
either to bind or cut off the hands , which 
firſt laid together the combuſtible Materials 
of which the prodigious Devonrer was 
once but the (mall and deſpiſed off-ſpring. 
And if God fhould permit a ſucceſs to the 
\ mercileſs contrivances winked at through 
. Confidence of ſuppreſſion at will , the connt- 
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_ Vers| infatuation, may be foreſeen to turn 
'. into frenzy , when they find themſeluts 
qver-reached, ad maſtered by their inſtru- 
ments z whoſe puniſhment they muſt acknow- 
ledge to be merited by cloathing ſuch wicked 
and dangerous perſons in the garb of inno» 
cence and worth, that good men may be be- 
reaved of caution, while their whatſoever 
propoſals may be RR They who can call 
that fweet, which'is acquired by wicked mens 
lance, have commonly a time to gratifie 
ir f ng ry by a forced ſubje@ion to 
#hat Tyranny, which had its Original from 
8herr own degenerous indulgence, 
OTHERS of the greateſt noiſe of tender 
Conſciences have put. on the ſoft reſolutions 
of believing, that all which beareth that ti- 
#le, bath really what it preteudeth to, as if it 
were impojpble for Satan to transform him- 
felt into 'an Ange! of light ,/ or that 1nhu- 
mane axd. unchriſtian praFices ſbonld take 
their range under the reconciling names of 
texderneſs and bowels of compaſſion. Tet 
experience 4s well as the moſt bleſſed an. 
tharity would otherwiſe infiruit men of in- 
different capacities, if they would have re- 
' comrſe to either, And it would certainly 
Jeew' very. ſtrange did not the commonneſs 
abate the wonder. Were men as ſcrupulons 
F in 
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loud crying ſins would not paſs among them 
for ſpiritual graces , nor crimes of the deep- 
eff Pain be admitted without ſelf examina- 
tion, How can we do this great wickedneſs 
' 'and ſin' againſt God? 6 


% 


Confugit interdurg templi violator ad 


aras; 


And Innocency , which delighteth in being 
there proſtrate , is apt to wriſtake the 
Crafty Hypocrite , for the Pious Adorer. 


And this being Ft frequent , all, wha 
e 


have care that Religion be not brought 
into contempt by theſe open afſronts , 
which ſhe daily ſuſteineth , will endeavour 
that theſe CAINS , who offer ſacrifjces 
as well as ABELL, may have maikes 
ſet upon them , that Simplicity be not 
enſnared. « The griefs undergone by the in. 


fiFion of theſe mens tender mercies, and our 


being brought under the wheel by the ſame 
ſubtleties at this day in uſe may well quicken 
'our diligence; but much more will the cone 
Saeration of the. ſpiritual captivity of mmlti- 


Tides drawn thereinto by the impoitume of 


Conſcience, Which is of ſo high a _— 
X | | that 


| "Fu — 
iz worldly tranſaCtions es. they labour to 
be thought in matters of Religion, the muſt © 
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that ( although our manifeſto's come from 
as almoſt as tartly as our vital drops, yet) 
the leve of our Brethren forbiddeth ns to 


ſpare the thoughts of particular convenien-. | 


cies, when their ſo imminent danger re« 
rreth our aid, But we are not get in 
danger that our reſiſtamce will. be unto 
blood, ( if an abuſed lenity let not miſchief 
grow paſt the power of contradiftion ) nor 
indeed is there other fear than of ſome ill 
ſented breathings proceeding from theſe ( ſure- 
by mot pure _ ſouls, whoſe pretended infpi- 
rations are very #nſavoury upon each appres 
 benſion of diſguſt. But if all the mildneſs, 
which men of the moſt yielding diſpoſitions 
have ſhewn, could ever have ſweetned them, 
we might think it ſafeſt to decline the fury 
of their tongues by courting them into ex- 
preſſions ſuiting with our demeanour, Which 
coxrſe hath, alas| continually proved ineffes 
Anal, and open truth, now by the neceſſoty 
of tbe times forced from us, cannot ſtir up 
more bitterneſs than that , wherewith they 
have alwayes repayed condelcention and ft- 
lence. This hath in it nothing of tender- 
neſs or conſcience, which certarmly ſhould be 
cheriſhed in all , who endeavour to give it 
due jatisfaFion by appeals ta its juſtice and 
obſeruance- of its candid directions, Aud 
; a 
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- # againſt (ach. there is no Law, ſo neither 
can they be repreſented as enemies to the 
publique weal ; for their integrity deſirezh 
the good of all 'men, and eſpecially doth 
their exemplary” obedience labour the com> 

* frmation of that Authority, to which they 
are ſubjefed, Men truely revereing cons 
ſcience are not known by impertinent cauils 

every thing, which beareth not their new 

; # , but are ſolicitous of being void ok. 
offence towards God and: towards man, 
andeavonring the conſervation of Unity both 
in Church and State, which alone conduceth 
#0 the honour of God and profit of each 
other. There are no tender conſciencies., 
but ſueh as fear God and his diſpleaſure, 
for. his ſake ſubmitting, to everyOrdinance 
of Man, whether of the King as Supream, 
or Governours ſet by him to preſcribe rules 


for the encreaſe of piety and ſuppreſſion of 
”. Fig 


NOW looking about us and ſeeing -with 
what dangers. we are encompaſſed ariſing 
other mens machinations and our own 
miſtakes and diftraFiins, a ſeaſonable pro- 
viſio againſt theſe we muſt judge neceſſary , 
conld it be obtained. Por it ſeemeth herein 

. fieth all the difficulty, where to find the 
Balm, that muſt heal our wounds , - that 
amatt. 
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| ' Samaritane, who will bind them up. He pur 
' be a man of imcomparable judgement , who 
ſhall be able to effe® this cure, and reſtore 
to off the body that unſoundneſs and perfe- 
ion, which the ſincereſt Members wiſh for. 
. But the Body is not in ſo deſperate an eſtate 
by reaſon of the deepneſr of the ſores or their 
wear approach to "the vitals ,. as by the ſe: 
weral rffeed members envy to the untaint« 
ed; and their refuſing their own health to 
#0 the rutine of the whole. This is a ſtrange 
Kind of fullenneſs and'ill nature , which is 
by ſome forreign Spetators pitied, by others 
cheriſhed 3 neither of which are obſerved 
with that due care, which our deftired:- pros 
ſperity requireth. if Conſcience: were obeys *' 
ed our evity would: be ſoon over; for there | 
i nothing in them, but what fan unfeigned : 
tenderneſs doth fully remedy. This we may 
mention, but cannot give 5 the diſtempered 
Parts muſt herein do their own work ; and 
after faithful applications of "what Conſci- 
ence preſcribeth God'will undoubtedly give 
the unexpeted bleſſing. But, alas how fruit- 
leſs are our perſwaſidns direFed to the ſenſe, 
'en there is no reſpet# given to one jpeak- 
ang within, whoſe Art is infallible and Cree 
dit »rqueſtionable ? The Phyfitians kill is 
#5 inſignificant tothew, who will not be whole, 
a to thoſe', who are bleſſed with the fulleſt 
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| The Preface+ I 
| enjoyment of health. We have in this mad 
Age « Generation of Men,” who glory in the 
loathſome puniſbment of their dehaucheries. 
# the grand-mark, of their gentility. They 
are nothing anlike, who delight in other in- 
termperances ſeeing them alway accompanied 
| | with ſhame and miſery, and account the due 
| *, reproaches _— diſtinguiſhing honours, 
7 Now theſe would have others ſuch as them- 
3 ſelves, thatin agenerall corruption they might 
| bave thepre-eminence, who firſt taught tow 
Brethren to be diſſolute, and were the famous 
Founders of impiety. Whereas it were more 
for their eaſe and reputation by renowncing 
folly to' become temperate arid religious, to 
live quietly and happily under a well cita- 
bliſhed Government , yet they refle wpor 
the time paſt, and conſidering how their gall 
hath been ſtill moved by the juſt taxgtious of 
irreligion and injuſtice, they judge it better to 
pat themſelves in « poſture of bearing any de- 
ſerved burthen, than by an acknowledgement 
and revocation of errour to wipe off thoſe foul 
blots, which their ill employment contratted. 
A irxe ſorrow ſatisfiethfor all injuries, and the 
pardonit procureth maketh men innocent. Here 
if the guilty take ſanctuary,zbey wil be prote- 
Ged from infamy & danger,& their ebief jog 
be 
able 
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| will proceed fromthe ſatisfa@ion they wi 
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able to give themſelves, when their aa. 
change hath baniſhed confounding imagina« | 
tions, and introduced into their minds a fee ? 
fiival peace. 

BUT the encouragements, of perſiſting in 
theſe exhortations, being few and ſmall, we 
muſt ſee whether there be not _ onr | 
ſelves room large enough for reproofs and; 
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admonitions. And peradventure, much of * 
the evil we complain of in others may be occa- / 
ſtoned by our ſelves, when being ftri®ly bound © 
io duty we ſtretch the bands and give. onr | 
felves muwarrantable relaxations. . There | 
are found among thoſe, who affeF the ho- | 
nourable title of Loyalty, ſome whoſe tongites © 
are too ative and hends too flow 4, as if it | 
were more juſtifiable for them. then for . 
the open enemy \to do. this diſhonour , or 
for .a friend and\familiar acquaintance to 
withdraw himſelf iz time of need; I know | 
not what reaſons may be urged for doing | 


that, which ſo muchcontradi#eth their pro 
feſſions ; but ſure 1 am that as there is lit- 


ble affe eBion to duty ſhewn in ſuch demeanor, | 
ſo is it n0 contrivance of ſafety fo »r the an- © 


thors .or any: others, It looketh ſo like to 


ireachery, that every ege cannot diſcern the Z 
difference; and although (at leaſt {ay oe | 


ly) it was not ſo deſigned, ow hath not fail d 
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of its il 0h Koen Which they cannot 
but. own to have experienced, if the ſhame 
of diſhonoarable ations wonld permit au 
ingenuous confeſſion. And: more we are like 
to ſuſtain , 1t being probably conje@Fured 
to be paſt 'our power to overcome ſome miſ- 
eheifes, which late miſcarriages have creat- 
ed; or if a future care and managery do 
prevail over them, that it muſt be the great 
work, of ſome conſiderable time : So pres 
Judicial to the publick good are even ſmall 
neeleFs of duty or exceſſes in behaviour, 
AND certainly all diſobedience is as 
»mch againſt Intereſt as duty > whence we 
find it ſo perpetually wmiſcarrying. If Sub- 
jects: injure their Prince, they muſt never 
think by ſo doing to benefit themſelves. And 
when they run in diviſion ftaining their 
querulous note® to the higheſt key, what they 
ſeek and ſo monrnfully lament as loſt 3s top 
too frequently not diſcerued although by thene 


poſſeſſed, Which. thing nevertheleſs mans 


zuaclination to evil maketh wery uſual , and 
few. men enjoy what they have, becauſe all 
preſent goods are nicknamed with reproach» 
ful terms , and are indeed wanting to the 
diſcontented. Whoſe ſelf-vexation is alſo 
others mens diſeaſe and real miſeries attend 
their uneven motions, in .whom the bleſſing 
ks $ of 
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of troviderice make no compoſure. But if 
there be a want of ſomething neceſſary to t 


_—_—_———_—_——— 
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accompliſhment of our welfare, the abſence of 


eve or wore goods is a 's er Fnconvenience, 
thantobe w-xpcaee Ao . Cnr minds ſetled 
#* Obedience, and orr diligent ſervice of 
God accompanied with hope, have the way 
of ſupply of whatſoever our defef}s, God 
will ſooner for us, than we can for onr 
ſelves order #he courſe of worldly affairs. 
Onr backs have been long galled with the 
vexatiows burthens of tyrannical impoſtti- 
on; and are we not worſe than mad men, 
if we think the reception of more ſuch Ia- 
ding will be oxreaſe , or that their unmercis 


frnl Sconrges are to onr ſores mollifying and 


healing £ Nay, even thoſe who firſt move the 


Engines of Commotion, in hope of being- 


Perpetual Commanders of thoſe Afﬀe@ions 
which they have ſo diſingaged from their Als 
legrance and ſtability, are but inconliderate 


Politicians, who cannot by the ſucceſſes of 


other men, judge what will prove to them= 
felves ſecurity , but are rendred diſcerning 
only by their own miſcarriages, All Builds 
ings muſt be auſwerable to their Fonndati- 
ons ; if theſe be laid deceitfully ( let the 
Builders projet what they pleaſe ) the other 
will be certainly ruinons, 
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Negata ett magnis ſceleribus ſemper fides. 


What any one getteth by ſupplunting, of that - 
another with as wack ſabtilty ( and ſome- 

times leſs injuftice) beguileth him, One al- 
way ſnappeth the bit out of anothers mouth: 
And notbing is pore common than for ſome 
Vulpone Contriver to ſet 07 work Tnſrru- 


ments meet for danger, and fit to ſuſtuin 


obloquy and exvy , who by their adventures 
may catch and adapt a Prey for his teeth. 
And to juſtifie his Uſurpations, he conderi> 
meth the former, he revenceth theblood of 
Naboth in the portion of Jezreel, but ma- 


keth no reſtauration ; he cuteth off proud 


Jezebel, and her tyrannical Off. ſpring, and 


leaveth of wicked Ahabs Race none that 


prleth againſt the wall, averging alſo the 
blood of the Lords Prophets pox the wor- 
ſhippers of Bazl, yet 3s by their Golden 
Beauty induced to a Proſiration before the 
Calves at Daz and Bethel. For ſhould the 
vegriled people be undeceived, and (cnt up 
to Jernſa/emr to worſhip , he ſaſpe@eth the 
return of the revolted Tribes to their pro- 
per ſubjeFion to their lawful Prince, who 
may ſeek to purchaſe favour by the price of 
his bead, Now beſides theſe dreadful and 
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diſtrating evils paining the heart, and gri- 
ping the Kingdoms Bowels:, it is left, nakgd 
to Forreign., not barely contempt, but ſurpri- 
_ .zalz and while diſagreeing Fations are de- 

coying the people into Parties, the vigilant 
eye of an ambitious Neighbour eſpieth. bzs | 
opportunity, and compoſeth the differences, 
by making the captivated. Opponents draw 
together under his Subjugating Power. 
' THE miſeries of both kinds may be pre. 
vented by Chriſtian Meckneſs, more rea- 
dily ating than diſputing its duty. Let us 
then make a ſober and. diligent enquiry. how 
far, and where we went out of this way, 
that our quick return may be the more bente 
ficial to our ſelves, and we thereby made 
inſtrumental to the general good : Which no 
map can be, whoſe Eccentrick, motions draw 
beſides the lines of Obedience, That, we 
may be the more certainly. proſperous , -we 
#wſt not too. eagerly carry on. Private Cons 
cerns , nor. bave our thoughts totally fixed 
on our own advantage, becauſe ſuch over: 
byaſſed inclinations do moſt aſſuredly: bring 
#s to a ſtate much diſtant from that we' aim 
at. And as they make us, apt to miſcarry, 
fo do they enable each diſappointment . to 
wound our hearts, and yet blind us ſo, that 
we not ſeeing whence our miſeries proceed, 
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do ravingly vent our paſſwons, to the injury 
of the Innocent. We forge the weapons that 
will deſtroy ws , yet when they begin Execu. 
tion, we ſee not the mark we ſet upon them, 
but blame other hands and cauſes. I would 
"bave each mans virtuous demeanour, and 
exemplary obedience, be his Fortune. Noze 
thrive better than they who dare be Jaſt ; nor 
can any add to their own or the Kingdoms 
glory and happineſs , but ſuch as abominate 
the founding them upon ill Principles. Theſe 
are the men who give Splendour and Sta- 
bliſhment to a Nation , who judiciouſly ſerue 
their Great Maſter with a Zeal to God. 
Religious Obedience will confirm us be- 
yond all Arts , for it indeed faurniſheth xs 
with thoſe Sublime Arts which are eſſential 
70 a well-being, The truth whereof will ap- 
pear by the prafice, and Glory will an= 
doubtedly dwell in our Land , when we are 
perfe@ly taught to fear God, and honour 
the King. 


oo IL IEC 


RICA PALE A Ae 


THE 


CONTENTS 


Chap.1,  ' I Efleftiens on the Inte 
times, ſhewing the Bee 
nefit of Suffering in a juſt Cauſe. 
Chap« 2, Refle&ions on the Mercies of 
Reſtauration, 
Chap. 3. Refletions upon particular be- 
nefits obtained by bis Majeſties hap- 
: py return, L 
+ Chap. 4, The care of our King oughtto 
'\ be one of ourgreateſt cares : Howill 
then ſome coaunted of Merit » who 
pretend to have wrought his Returs, 
Chap. 5. Of the different Murmurings 
_ of all Parties. 
Chap. 6. Of the frequent defires of 
breaking out into Rebellion, ayd the 
means by' Initiggtors uſed , viz-re- 


proaches 


A 


The Contents. 


© proaches upon the King aud C burch. 
Chap, >. How little. the minds of ſome Þ. 
meu are wrought upon by the continu-} 
al examples of miſcarrying Fattions, 
<| hap. 8, The Ble|fngs ahd ts of 
Obediency. 


5 CR Ir are, 


THE 


1> Cauſes and Remedy | 


OF THE 
DiistTtwmpPrRs ofthe Times. 


CHAP, L 
Refletions on the late Times , ſhewing the 
benefit of ſuffering in a juſt cauſe. 


HA T,which too often happens 
eth in humane friend(bip , 
and is a grand cauſe of the 
diſſolution of thoſe ſacred 

| ties, is a miſconſtrugtion of 
each others fidelity. Jealouſte over ballanc- 
eth the truth when r7ſapprehenſion holdeth - 
the- ſcales; ſo cannot impartial Love-have 
that reaſonable liberty to ſpeak it ſelfe, 
nor manifeſt its vaiue truly great in adher- 
ing to innocence and Veracity, This furt- 
ous A//aulter of United affections were the _ 
leſs unexcuſable did it onely ſeek to fepa»- 
rate ſouls and content with thoſe impious 
breaches, did not intermeddle with the wn 
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any- dificiency untill that our either ob. 
ſtinacy or diſtruſt have changed the divine 
property, and made #he flaming ſword ſole 
repent in Paradiſe, Many, it is true, do 


think the diſcontinuance of a former to # 


be a ſtop of all future bleſlings, conſider. 
Ing with Senſe more than Reaſon, and with 
both more than Faith. the excellency of di> 
vine Operations, To me nothing ſcems 
more ſtrange than that any Man ſhould be 
{> ignorant of Gods love, as to preſume he 
knoweth the waics thereof, which are fo 
+ myſterious and abſtruſe, We'are capable 
of the knowledg of it no otherwiſe then 
by an unbyatled Faith, and a conſtantly up- 


right Hope + and jf we may call this knows 


tedge, the perfection thercofconlitteth in 


not knowing. But if we needs will buſlie 


our ſelves with: the cauſes, and become 
laborious in the ſearch after Reaſons for 


that; which is above Reaſon, the Under-' 


{tanding 


the late Times. Chap, [. 7 
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{ ſtanding (-which by a devout ignorance 
was kept flaming like a glorious Lamp, ) 
then endeth in} 3n #g#zs fatuns, and-foon 
| vaniſheth not Neeoing {ſmoke or ſmoother 
# toexpreſs whaz it was , or where It is.. 
| That Godis good, is undeniable > that he 
* cannot alter, 1sas true. What' a confoun- 
| ding miſtake is then that in us, which would 
perlwade us, that the divineGraces muti- 
| ny among themſelves 3 whereas it 1s mans 
 ſeditious {elf only breaketh ſquares, and 
forgetteth to be obedient? God. never de- 
 fiſted from works of Love and Mercy (the 
| Whole frame of nature upheld by. his 
wiſdome - and providence witneſling as 
; much) but maketh the ſmiles of otbathe 
* ty vilible in the darkeſt ſhades of. ad- 
» verſity. And although the fond Fife, Cu- 
| rioſttie, upbraid my ſtile, endeavouring 
from Natures homebred arguments to in- 
| vert it, yet do | promiſe to my ſelf that 
* felicity as the beſt,- which I ſce hovering ' 
| Over my head in the day, wherein | (it 
{ covered: with dnſt and aſhes, | In that fur- 
ly billow, whoſe gaping jaws receive me 
with no other promiſes but of deſtruion, 
! ſurely I ſeem (Joerg like) wrapt -up and 
graciouſly hidden from the rage of a more, 
tempeſtuous evil. It is not alway a miſe-- 
| B 2 rable 
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rable thing- to be under that which amen} 
call calamity. God knoweth it 3 and be 

Cauſe man will not know 1t, he converts: 
&th that to Evil, which God giveth for 
good. Tn this it is, that we fo much 
miſtake Gods Love and prejudice our ſelys} 

' by a wrong acception of his moſt gract- 
ous deeds, 'If we confer with fleſh and 
blood the Love may be queitionable, but” 
hew can fleſh and blood diſcern it, the 
influences thereof being ſupernatural ?7 
Yet while we will thus j 
fool our ſelves of the benefit of this Love, 
and carnot notwithſtanding in the leaſt 


a burden intollerable, and truely render: 


caſe is man tov much burden to himſelf: 
ally aggravating he ſhall notwant, ſolong' 


ſtoweth affiiFion on thoſe , whom he mm-, 
tendeth for his higheſt favours, and maketh 
them quickening provocations of a reſpon- 
ſible gratitude z and therefore doth 'he 
accordingly own the receiver, as the re- ? 
ceiver the gift. Where the gift is welcome, 
the giver 15 received with Joy. Gothy way 
then and as thou haſt believed jo be unto thee,” 

Reit 


em. wiſe, we bee} 


manner quit our ſelves of that, which we call } 
ſo, far want of aſupporting faith. In this F 
without addition; but additions continu- 7 


as he continueth in it. God indeed be. # 
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Reltconfident in his Love, and #by mourning 
ſo all be turned into dancing. Tearsmay. be 
hed in vain; an ſo areall thoſe, which in 
their birth cannot anticipatejoy, {willals 
ways, if I weep, either weep for joy, or be- 
cauſe] reſolve not long to grieve. | 

SURELY 1 think it better to laugh. 
at .ſorrow, then. to ſorrow. far laughter, 
becauſe 1 had rather have ſimplicity triz 
umph, then late gained experience to pro- 


| cure a lawrel 3 although both are_in 
- their due places, commendable. I ſpeak 


it to this purpoſe; that afflictions are giv- 
en_.cither for trial or puniſhment, In 


trials afflitions are but, paſtimes, if trael 


uſed in puniſhment the cauſe ſomewhar al. 


tereth the ſtate at firſt,but the benefit is equi- 
# valentat laſt: andalthough we call them 1n 


both rcſpedts miſeries, yet our life here were 
but.a miſery. without them. Although we 
reſerye our ſelves never ſo warily from the 
Worlds "illuſions, we are apt to {tray ; but. 
theſe heighten our care, duplicate our zea]), 
and add new tewel to the former itock, 
Through theſe chiefly have. we the bene- 
fit of approbation here ;, without which 
the Devil and his agents. will take their 
liberty to atk, Do ze indeed ſerve God for 
nought? hath he not made an hedge a+ 
B 3 bout 
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bout you?-:In good trath; theſe hot trials 
"of our Faith. do 'moſt excellently well'ors 
der ns in this life ontill we! come to'a 
better. Did this tranſitory life conlilt 
of, joys uninterrupted until its final ac 
compliſhment,. we ſhonld befool our ſelves} 


of the joys of the Eternity, for that dots} 


ing upon theſe ' we ſhould entertam but 
cold and remifs thoughts of any others, 
But tribulations endue- us with intirelt 
purity., and when tried in theſe fires we 
come forth a refined mettal , which runs 
neth in the divine mould, and hath unf-} 
formity with God. And were it not that} 
ſifferings ſent from God were for -our# 
960d, and do For only preſerve alive inus} 
the ſparks of virtne, but alfo) blow up? 
and encreaſe} that warmth, which * 
long been raked up in embers, and' is? 


ſearce durable without | the! billowes 'of? 


adverſity, how cometh it'to paſs thatſo mas? 
ny of God's choſen ſervants have ſet upon? 
them the value of the higheſt favours?? 
Indeed ſeeing how mightily theſe do! 
work for the good, and how uſually 
they. do reſt upon the lot of the righteom,! 
holy men do rather ſuſpect themſelves, 
then applaud their condition for happy, it? 
their lite hath at no time any intermixture 
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Chap. 1, RefleFions on the late Timer. 7 
of ſweet and bitter. Piety, united witha 
long proſperity, is ſuch a wonder in. our 
earthly pilgrimage,that we may even thence 
be. brought to fear that we enjoy the 
leſs. of God, the more we enjoy of his 
temporal favours without intermiſſion, or 
diſturbance. To joy in tribulations is not 
the meaneſt of joys, but, is the foundation 
of jeys truely; parmanent., or, rather the 
proper fountain of pleaſure ſolide; and. e- 
ternal. | 
NEITHER need we fear the World- 
lings reproaches when their ſcoffes rife up 
like a cloud deſigned to darken our day,and 
which menaceth our ſecurity .1n, the bleſſed 
light ofzhe Star of Jacob.lf they diſdainfully 
alk us, Where is now our God in whom we 
truſted ? Let us become. more. and more 
confident in him, that he may be more and 


* more viſible inus. Inour trials theſe muſt 


bear a part, and are commonly refervs to be 
ſent forth at laſt when other experiments 
fl. And although theſe clamorous ,miſ- 
cheifs ſcem afar off leſs formidable, yet 
upon one and the other aſſault they 
make even ſtrength it ſeIf ſometimes to yeild, 
often to retire- We are apt then to'break 
forth into unmanly paſſions and fruſtrate 
our former Jabours for want of a diſcreet 
| B 4 : {1- 
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filence ar laſt: Or elſe when trom ſmaller 


blaſts, contumelious words encreaſe to a 
general tempeſt, we forget to ſteer our 
courſe with the' more care, and cowardly 
faint for fear. How perfedtly have I ſeen 
fometoact a Bedlam freak, becauſe the ho- 
nor of their beſt a&ons 1s by fame obſcur- 
ed? And then do malevolent Tongnes feed 
the fury of this diſtemper by adding ſtill 


new cauſes. © Others, how (AJals!) do they. 
pine away, and, like men Jaid out for an | 


eternal reſt; wholly compoſe themſelvs to 
their {leepy revenge? As if they” repaid 
the adverſe taunts with this filent torture 
of themſelves, they ſo languiſh into no- 


thing , that indeed, rather then like men 


prepared for the graves deſcent, you 
would 'think them ſome expreſs ſhew ofa 
too too haſty reſurreCtion, when the bones 
ſtare up, and leave their covering of fleth 
and ſkin, as yet not acceptable. But a 
middle way there is wherein he walketh, 
who hath' ſomewhat. of the courage of 
the former, ſomewhat of the lilence of the 
Jater. Both ſo well mixed and tempered, 


that being made up of both, you would 


admire how a venerable diſcretion could 
be extrafted from the extreams of madneſs 
and folly, The appearance of diſcontent 


and 
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bulently becomes its own proclamation, or 
fondly reprefleth words the more to 
expreſs grief) doth but create new plea- 
ſures in the Offender , and Dy continual 
aggravations of his adverſarics cares he 
heighteneth his own delights. A regard- 
leſs enterment of ſuch unwelcome gueſts 
(as are Scoffes and Reproaches ) ſooneſt 
wearieth them. If you would force them 
to. depart, they ſtick cloſeſt; jf you would 
fly from them , they follow after and 
fly faſter : onely let them not confound, 
and they are ſuddenly confounded. The 
beſt courſe is, fear them not, regard them 
not, Refrain words, they are ſpeechleſs; 
water them not with tears, they wither 
ſpare anger, you puniſh them ſpare vio- 
lence, you eruſh them. Where is the be- 
nefit of trial, if we will be either outra- 
gious or ſullen? He, who (like as the 
rock outbraveth the inſolency of a tempeſt ) 
. hach punt on refolutions as unmoveable 
. and firm as befitteth man endued with a 
Soul, illuminated from God, and replenith- 
ed with hope, dareth already in this life 
account himſelf of the Church triumphant, 
as having this new name written on his 
torchead , More then conqueror, Brave 
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#rits have retired walks, can withdray 


_ vhemſelves' from the tumults, which with- 


ont are frequent, and do compoſe them. 
felvs to that diffuſed bliſs of conſcience, 
where there is nothing unruly , no Mur- 
mnrs, no Ripining, no Tormenting coun: 
els how to repay, but alway thoſe more 
excellent faculties of Mercy and Forget- 
Falreſ5, © And unto thoſe black Inſtruments 
of Obligty , mifhappen- ' Tongues , . to 
be able to return no other anſwer but that 
of an innocent life is a bliſſe like that of the 
Saints in Heaven, rs | 

THUS 'we may and. muſt do, becauſe 
whatſoever is ill ſpoken of us, although 
it look diretly towards us, yet doth. it 
not concern us, But if reproaches ſoar 
yet higher and, invade Heavez, that more 
concerning us then our ſelves, how ſhall 
we moderate our courſe and direct our 
fteps? They, who injure us in our bodies, 
eftates and names, will not reſt here, but 
will yet Jabour to ſtrike higher if poſh. 
ble, It is not ſtrange, that they , who 


z flies with ths fiſt of wickedneſs , ſhould 


laſh with the tongues of preſumption and 
vanity; and becauſe they think no Lord 
can crontroul them , they will not ſpare to 
the injury of God and 6s, to lift them up 
| OD OWE again 
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'again{t Heavens ſacracy it ſelf. It they 
cannot pierce our Soxls with ſteel, they 


will try what thoſe lighter darts can effect, 


and how deep theſe windy arrows will 
enter. They will rather- then fail-of al, 
attempr the diſhonour of him, who fitteth 
in the Heavens ; to the preſervation” of 
which onely immaculate Feaxty it 1s. that 
we are ſo ready to devote our ſoxls and 
yield our hodtes,'a ſacrifice. It no da- 
mage or crofs, as it hath relation to our 
ſelves, can trouble our- well -armed and for- 
tifted heart ſo as to make it bleed, yet, after 
horronr and ' amazement, death it- ſelf is 
frequently in the entry, when: we ſee 
Religions choice ornaments, and Devotions 
chief glory by ſubje&t ro the power of '# 


ſacriliceoms tongue. Then if ever our hands 


hang down helpleſs, our knees wax feeble; 
then are even wife and good men diſtraCt- 
ed with faintheartedneſs and: fear. And 
here I am at a ſtand, who, my ſelfſpeaking' 
of an ttninterrypted joy, do wonder how Þ 
once dared name it, or that'T could per- 
[wade my ſelf that there were any ſuch 
thing under Heaven. And indeed naming 
It with a doleful lamentationfor its abſence 
would prove at theutmoſt all,did I not fore, 
ſee for making np my breaches that good 

x. Damaritanes 
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Semaritanes approach with healing in his | 
| wings, He plangeth mine almoſt {laughs 
tered Sowl in:baths of wine and rivers of 
| oyl, and reviveth me with cordial ſweets, 
- ſpeaking better and more conſolatory lan- 
guage then the ſword when it cryeth, 2# 
is emoveh. He. teacheth me wot to be a- 
fraid for the terrour by night , nor for th: 
defirudion , that waſteth at noon day, br 
cauſe he, who is. bigher then the higheſt re- 
gerdeth. ladeed it we conſider that reproa- 
ches cannot hurt us, we may, thence Jearn. 
that they leſs hurt God. Thoſe things, which 
we obſerve, are not done without his per- 
miſhon. This he teacheth us;+and by this 
miinuateth to our underſtandings, that he 
can reprefle and punifh, when he. will. If 
thoſe vaſt bodies of the liquid Dominions 
are bounded by his pleaſures it the floods 
and waves,though they roar and make a ty- 
mult, have yet this curb, hitherto ſhall ye paſs 
and no farther ; how much lefs ſhall waz, 
who dwelleth in houſes of clay,be able to con» 
tradict him :. He inhabiting a-ruinated and 
tattering Fabrick,, the more he advanceth 
the top of it,' the ſooner the botrom faileth, 
if heſetteth his brains on work to contrive 
engines to demoliſh what he would have 
preferved in ſtrength and beauty , if his 
| / tongue 
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rongue uttereth any thing proudly and con- 
temptuouſly againſt his honour, God, who 
* for alittle time ſuffereth it, will neither for- 
get nor long delay the juſt puniſhment of 
ſuch ire-provoking villanies. Could it be 
that he were like the revolted 7/raelites 
dumb God, Baa!, faln into a ſleep, theſe loud 
crying offences would ſoon awaken him, 
they would rouze up that Majeffy , which 
would not again Iye down, until he had 
emptied his revengefu] quivers, and wade 
his arrows drunk with the blood of tE2 ſlain. 
The juſt he wil! keep ſecretly in a Pavilion 
fram the ſtrife of tongues ; he will ſhew them 
his ſeeret determinations,and how even this 
tenceth to the good of his EleF ones. For 
they like poliſked jewels ſhall then be 
diſcerned from other adzlterate ſtones flub- 
bered 'over with deceit; than their moſt 
apparent luſtre ſhall receive a multiplicity 
of unwonted glory, whoſe conſtancy doth 
more dignifie, than the molt impious Sacr#- 
ledge can deface, the exceilency of our 
Chriſtian profeſſion, But thoſe whom practice 
hath made Maſters in the Devil's Arts of 
miſchief, whom an haughty preſumption 
hath carried on as it were a deluge ſweeping 
away, overturning and over-whelming all 
oppelites, do but overhaſtily run their 
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deſtined courſe into. the bottomleſs pit, 
where the Devil and they ſhare their pur- 


chaſed inheritance. of endleſs damnation, 


And even thoſe, whom a true fear of God 
never fandified , but. only a ſupercilious 


gravity,adorning the outſidemade the inſide 


diſcernible to man, are not unknown ta 
God, He ſeeth of how rotten a frame their 


hearts are made; and ſuch Iwps of hel, as } 


fear not to be openly rebellious,he ſuffereth 
ro ſift the verity of ſuch as only profeſs it; 
So is he glorified both in-the Aichfal and 
unfaithful, io the devoxt Chriſizan, and the 


hypocritical Profeſſor. The one inflamed' 
with perfe@ love, cafteth away fear , not. 


knowing how to be diſtracted 3 the other, 
what he deceitfully entertained, 1s conten- 
ted publickly as well as privately ro ſee 


abuſed > That which the one embraceth, as | |} 


being its own beſt reward , the other with 
contrary, aims courtcth , and for the ſame 
viifieth and contemneth 3 The one prefer 
eth the contemplative joys of Heaven 


betore all things; the other delighteth in the 


ſurfeiting ſweets proper only to fleſh and 
blood 3 the one 1s for the gain of godlintf,, 
the other for the godlineſs of gain. And 
therefore this {lippery Saiut doth not ſtick 
upon occaſion to cicep into a religious 
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Chap. l. RefleFions on the late Times. 1s 
dreſs, and to become conſtant to it ſo long 
as conſtancy may be miſtaken. But he with- 
draweth himſelf, when he ſeeth that dreſs 
grow out of faſhion, and with a tongue 
equal to the. loudeſt , condemneth the 
needleſs obſervations of holineſs. It con- 
{iſteth not with his hopes or wiſhes te 
maintaly the DoEtrines of Obedience with 
' an empty belly, or run barefoot to Heaven. 
He holdeth it far ſafer to carſe God to his 
face andlive, than to ſing Alelujah'sto hing 
with an heart torn upon a rack,” and even 
breathing its laſt, He cannot diſcern Relz- 
£#0ns glories among the tottered rags of 
beggary, nor its beauty from its defaced 
Palaces. Thus while he deemeth KAeligiows 
ſuperfiuous ( becauſe forſvoth not Jaden 
with ſuperfluities) he is driven down the 
ſame channel with the moſt violent diſtur 
bers 'of Chriſtian peace ; periſhing wretches 
with defperate ſouls? | 
TOFAITHFUL men(althoughſuf- 
fering)here are Argaments of a reward,that 
' Godregardeth and ſeparateth them from the 
veſſels of wrath, His Mercy and Juſtice 
know no mean, but are applied in the etern- 
ty of cither puniſhment or reward without 
negtect. And thoſe, whom God1o owneth, 
he aſluredly therefore ſeparateth, that i# 
bl \":ng 
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bleſſing he may bleſs them, and in multiplying 
may make their ſeeds of glory to be zulti. 
plied as the Stars of Heaven, and as the ſand, 
which 15 upon the ſea-ſhore 3, giving them this' 
preſent a{lurance, that though they ſuffer, 
pet a little while and the wicked ſhall ns more 
be, although they be oppreſled by them for, 
a while, 'yet at length they ſhall poſſeſs the} 
gates of their enemies. "Let a fading beauty 
and decaying luſtre prefent fools with 
admiration ;men ſoundly wiſe, and diſcreet= 
ly politick,/augh at theſe Images of content, 
If they at all mourn, it is not at their own'} 
ſeeming calamities, but that any ſhould: by 
ſuch happineſs dream themſelves into ven- | 
geance and wo interminable. And as much 
do they wonder how ſuch men can ever: 
hope to effect their deſigns. How little 
furious words, violence, and rage can weas 
ken Religions Nerves (although they ſome- | 
times force not only tears but blood) the 
miraculous growth of the primitive Church 
under perſecution may teach them, As we. 
have ſeena fire for ſome time ſtifled , pre- 
ſently after flame up, and ſpread it felt into | 
almoſt an incredible extent, waving its-| 
' brandiſhed . head with the ambition*® of. þ 
reaching Heaven : So Religion threatned, 
coufined and opprefied committeth vio- 
lence 
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preflion becomie its glory, They who would 
betedve the Church of her children, did but 
froth each wound of theirs ſhed that blood, 
which generated anew. Inthe greateſt rage 
of perſecutions, that world was (in a fort} 
t60 nitro tor ,the recepvon of Faith's 
mumntrows Iſueand therefore Heaven becams 
acolony tor thoſe .many , who ſo willingly 
left earth out of contidente of 'an inher1- 
tince 'above, We ſee then that theſe 
adverſaries of out temporal proſperity | 
which too. too. frequently. proveth the. F 
ouls canker) are not altogether inconves. 
nient inftruments, Their” $orions given us, 
to drink, (thongh- intended for milchief,) 
become cordials and wholfome medicines z. 62 
from'Stzgiar in the gift, they become Elyſian 
in the receipt, and are properly, faid to make 
us ptad, becauſe once taſted they encourage 
us and cherifh in us a certain generous antl-, 
molity , which without ſuch contentions: 
languiſheth anddyethi 
NOW that we may not miltake God'slove,: 
neither commit a rape upon our own expee 
Ctations, let us conſider that that life is not.. 
the beſt, which is, but which {ball be free 
trom trouble that thoſe joys are not the. 
molt ſincere, which tonch the ſenſe but - 
* C the 
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" 18 Refleltions onthe late Times. Chap. Ti} 
the ſoul with delight. So' then the only, } © 
means to remove the injuries of ſalpitions. } þ 
b 
it 


joys, is to make friendſhip.with their oppo-. 
ſites. We muſt work our fouls joy , not; 
out of eaſe, which is but the gate of } r: 
corruption; not out. of worldly fayour,, } & 
which is but deceitfulinot out of any ſettled, } t: 
affeftion upon, other the like things, as | t 
doting upon wealth, content in pleaſure, aa. 
OVer- In value of our reputations. among. | ir 
men, e may not by theſe thinkto accus } c 
mylate to our ſelves benefit or bliſs ; (they # tl 
will makes at laſt come ſhort of our aim). } p 
but by a laborious careto fortifie both ſoul. } #2/ 
aud body, by an earneſt endeavour to have. | 6 
God's love and all our trials not to. be. } tl 
found of another temper than we were. | tl 
before willing to have them Fought of, by. | tt 
dedicating the heart, which is the throne, | t 
of love, to him alone, and ſo making } r« 
poverty, reproach, and ſuch like (if he be } b 
pleaſed to appoint us thereto) our favoue } w 
Tites ahd familiars. And thus ſhall we alſo #3} m 
make to our ſelves reparations for the loſs } T 
of other things, which I acconnt but the } al 
injuries of mortality if courted and } w 
wooed. 4 ir 
TRIBULATION is frequently extended. } fi 
to all mankind; but is a beneficial priviledes Fi 
| only 


7} Chap.I. Refle@#ions onthe late Times. 19 
| only to the juſt. : To: them it becometh a. 
benefit, becauſe they know how to prizeit ;, 
but eſpecially becauſe they know how to.uſe 
it.- to,others it js not ſo, for the contrary. 
reaſon. , The effets of itare according to 
each mans apprehenſionand eftcem of it ; as. 
trials they are good, if we be pleaſed to 
think ſo : as puniſhments alſo, opinion hath. 
the ſame power. to make them uſefnl, Eyen 
in this reſpedt; there is in afflitions an artifi-. 
cial loye confonant to all God's fayours... In 
them we cannot but acknowledge a divine. 
power, making us learn obedience from the. 
things we have ſufſered, Thereby the Holy. 
Ghoſt doth more effectually breath into, us 
than by the Prophets and holy Scriptures, 
themſelves. We too.too frequently refit. 
thoſe ſacred ditates of the Sprrze,and vilifie, 
the monitions of pious men : but afflictions. 
render us not only attentive to God ſpeaking, 
by them, but alſo yielding and obedient, To 
which man can hardly do other than ſubs, 
mit, they being true mollifiers of the hearrt.. 
They ſpeak unto us ſo powerfully , that we. 
are ſure toanſwer in ſtich language as may. 
witne(s'an humiliation and:change wrought. 
In us. Indeed the language of ſome differeth. 
from that of others. Therefore the repining , 
Reprobate- is clamorous, crying out , My. 
| C's 33> -:1; 0 - 
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Chap. I. RefleT ions on the late Times.-- 21 
-out of another. | But ſeeing wecannor7bne 
fin, 'tis meet we ſhould bear the remedy,; 
nay, becauſe we:know it to be a, remedy, 
rather invite it than refuſezt. A tree driyen 
by an adverſe and violent wind, is better | 
preſerved by. a prop (although perhaps it 
rub off ſome of the bark, or for due-plas+ 
cing ſome ſmall regardleſs. branch be lopt 
off) than be turned upto be deſtroyed roat 
and branch : So if we could ſtand alway in 
that innocent poſtureand haly order,which 
deſeemeth us, .as there would be no need of 
it, ſo there would be undoubtedly an _im- 
munity from tribulation, . But ſeeing we 
either cannot or will not but incline that 
way, which corruption driveth us, let us 
ſtand aswe may; better it is that part be 
impaired than all loſt, And if nougktbut 
ſuperfluities be impaired , ſuch impairing 
endeth in a bleſſed reparation, Loſing 
what we have common!y maketh us find our 
ſelves. Find our ſelves, I fay : For it fre- 
nently bappeneth that among our. many 
{tupendious toyes and glorious trifles, we 
rambleuntil weareat a loſs. We commit ftp + 
and make daily progrefles in.it> ſin hath.its 
deluding enticements , which we liſten 
to.and follow; we follow fo far till we 
forget our ſelves, we liſten- till we are 
Es Julled 
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22  RefleFions on the late Times. Chap. l- 
Jalled aſteep. Thanks. then and court: 
ſhip for that friendly | hand, which), 
awakening and correcting. us, pointeth 
out the way of'our return, ' This hand 
is affliction, the merit (yet withal the put- 


| gation) of fin.” We'do 'not uſe to fe} 


Colliers with whire faces: Mortals, 
ſinners, have a ſmutty hue; and belidg| 
that, the fruits of their works have' i} 
footy taſte, Upglineſs, bitterneſs, croſls 
and perplexities come of conformity 
- With things of nought. Bur yet it is for out 
good to have our 11] diſpoſitions thwarted 
which cannot more profitably be, chan by 
Ged's hand affiicting ; which, although 
ſcemingly perplexing,is found confolatory; 
for after!dne obſervation it will appear,that 
even the rod it holdeth and uſeth, is com 
fortable and delightfome- It frequently 
-happeneth that we have heard ſome of ou 
ungoverned aCtions rehearſed with additioi 
by thoſe, whom: we might truly imagins 
meant us no good , neither ſpake for out! 
bettering, But ought we nevertheleſs fu 
rioully. to ſwell againſt, or paſſionately to 
expottrulate with Goda, who ſuffered 'owl 


enemies thus to triumph over us, when'ſury 


" 


rene by infirmity? No, It is but out 
unden-Ae/igion to thank that Fountail 
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of pity forſo unexpetted and moſt beneti- 
cial-help in the time of our greateſt ne- 
ceſlity. His careful love wr mght in him a 
timely compaſſion towards us diſtreſſed, by 


- Whether natural or accidental pollutions 


and to the end that we might-not, to our 
Creators diſhonour and our own confound- 
ing ſhame, lye long in them, out of enmities 
high flown rage did hefind means to make'a 
defired reconciliation, Thofe , whom we 
call friends (and have reaſon peradventure 


in 6ther things ſo to eſteem them) will not 
foreadily caſt theſe ſtones at ws, either con- 


ſidering their own frailty, or overweighing 
the diſpleaſure many times proceeding from 
2 juſt reprehenſion, But our enemies 
Will freely difperſe them wichour either fear 
or wearineſs, From whom our wife di}t- 
gence ought quietly ro take things: of this 
nature, and acquaint our ſelves therewith 
as from the better hand, Other times (pro- 


{ bably) we may be aſlaulted with violent 
| ſhelves of accuſations concerning thoſe 


things, wherein , without blinding ſelf 
Hattery, we have judged cur ſelves not ir- 
rgiouſ innocent. . But then laying into 

ame ſcale ations of ancienter commil- 
ſion, of the knowledge whereofour adver- 
ſaries have been deprived, we ſhall find it 
4 C 4 beſk 


Meteor: Chanel 7 
urxhis. bill with other accomers Ut 
e ſame file, Seeing.;we haye deſer-f 
muchatherwiſe, without .complain*} 

may wehear ſomewhat of injury, } 


little, be it (as I may (a 


be It (as 1 ly) but a part of 
d&ked, lo inſupportably cls 


and temper us, that our outſide and inſide} 
do at laſt become a lump all of good liking 
in the ſight of our good and gracious Fe 
ther, we are neither fooliſhly to fear, nor 
curriſhly to fnap at, that hand, which new 
mouldeth us. The place of this our re 
ordination may indeed ſeem greaſe! , yet 
7s it none other but the houſe of God, and the 
Late of heaven ; tis the San@yary of devout 
prety, whereinto we make our ſubti], mſ 
| | {1 take 


NS 


MAX rot 


) 
F 
f 
, 
q 
f 
; 
f 
t 
q 
$ 
e 
a 
: 
V : 
r 
/ 
; 
f 
e 
[4 
1 
e 


take Our 1eCure elcape trom vn,” VWanch we 
ofſeerning, areto make haſt forwarg.rather 
than be of thoſe, who draw back,, in whor 
God faith his Soul ſhall bave no pleaſure.” 0 let 
us then eſcape thither, aud our ſouls ſhall line. 
Seeing tribulation to bethe reward of ſin, 
let us by bearing it wiſely reach at the re- 
ward of Patience. In our adverſity we * 
muſt be poſleſs'd with patience 3 for it is i 
our patience that we mult pofſeſ our Sonl:, 
Iron by fires durativn maketh armour fuf- 
ficient to withitand deaths formidable con- 
trivances z and man often heat in the chim- 
neys of affliction, and hammered upon the 
anvils of worldly miſeries is enabled for his 
victory,through the Captain of his ſalvation, 
who was made perfe@ through ſufferings. Thus 
all the before-named ſeeming cauſes of trou- 
ble are but preparatives to our joy ; they 
are but miſts, which cool and bedew one 
hour of our morning , that the reſt of our 
day may the more ſenſibly floyriſh, and.our 
Sun victoriouſly break forth into a continu- 
ing ſplendour, Let him (as be juftly de- 
ſeryeth it) be deprived of joy, who deemeth 
deliverance from evil a plunge into miſery, 
I1n the mean time praying, Thy will, 0 God, 
be my delightand proſperity. 
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WAICH(ſo happening according to my 
"wiſhes, I ſhall not now {as formerly) let 
my thoughts creep low , nor ſhall I brook 
their defilement with what" 1 my ſelf tread 


_> -upon. Earth ought not to claim with Hea- | 


ven a participation of us. It were enough} 
to deſtroy the hopes of our haryeſt, ſhould 
we, notwithſtanding the husbandry dill. 
gently managed , and our field. well manu- 
red,: let tares ſpring up among our wheat, } 
Ler us nor ſuffer any thing which was meant 
for our good , co turn to our hurt, It is 
both pity that good ſeeds ſhould ugluckily- 
be oppreſſed in their growth, and evil ones 
permitted to flouriſh in contempt of art ; 
which, if it happeneth in mans heart, it is a 
bgn of its being nigh to curſing. We are 
rackt and torn, /arge furrows made on our 
backs, and the Ploughers go over our heads, 
that evil and unprofitable ſeeds may be } 
overlaid ane periſh,” Here the intent of the 
goodhusbandry is quite averſe to a fond | 
houriſhing or indifcreet foſtering of them ; 
but yet that is not all. The labour would 
be reduced to the number of folly's impetu- 
ous vanities, if only to this purpoſe under- 
gone. But the conſequence of overturning 
bad ones isa prudent diſpoſition of better in 
their places. And ſo doth the heart receive 
x only 
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only thoſe ſeeds as its own,which have their 


injection afterſo excellent an order: which, 
when they have takenroot, dothrive wor- 
thy the proſperous hand of the divine hus- 
bandry. For indeed tribulation worketh 
in us thus much , that we love God after a 
{iacere ſenſe of it, more than wedid before 
1n a corrupt ſenſe of his earthly gifts, For 
there is apparently in them more of his 
bleſſings,” becauſe unqueſtionably mofe of 
his love, Wegmeeting with forreigners and 
ſtrangers, are commonly more addicted to 
liberality and outward tokens of courteſie, 
than to reprove thoſe vices, which we ſee 


'4n them 3 but wholſome reproofs we lay in 
ſtore for the homebred inheritours of our 


fortunes. Adts of indulgenceto ſuffer men 
peaceably to enjoy (as to the outward, man 
can do nothing to the inward,) Lands, 
riches, and eſtates may be extended to ene- * 
mies ; chaſtiſements men uſe to their belo- 
ved children, Wherefore the puniſhments 
of this life are far better than the benefits of 
fortune. We then deſervedly apprehend- 
ing ſo much, praiſe God for his unſearchable 
wiſdom,and love him for his ineffable good- 
neſs. God, who ſpared not his own Firſt- 
begotten and Well-beloved, in not ſparing us, 
manifeſteth his affetion to us as well- 
| | beloved 
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til we appear perfett before God in $ion the 


celeſtial. Tribulation in:this life doth not: 


only try and: corre us, but maketh our. 


inward may more glorioutly to advance his | 


trophies over fin 3 it maketh us eminent in 
the praQtice of the better part, and richer 
to our ſelves, becauſe we treaſure up in- the 


Soul thoſe jewels, which the dull pleaſures— 


of the world bury all over in oblivion, 1 


condemnnot peaceable tranquillity, it is to 
be the care of-our hearts; I condermn-not © 


proſperity, God hath frequently given it to 
his great Favourites. But without reaching 
an offenſive finger towards the diſturbance 


of any of its well-compoſed ornaments, I - 


will preſume to ſay, that it becometh more 
glorious after a confli& with adverſity, and 
1s not truly ſplendid till furniſhed with 


luſtrefrom affliftions ſtore. Things of the + 


world even the beſt, although good , are 
yet imperfet when compared to heavens 
9's of the number of which I judge affli- 

ions to be according as God ſeeth meet 
to beſtow them, And although in either 
eſtate it is not impoſiible for a man to live 
piouſſy,yet becauſe adverſity isan rune 

"mM 


beloved and. heirs of his promiſes ; and we. 
by being exerciſed in his love, grow from” 
grace ftograce, from ſtrength toſtrength, un-- 
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4 Chap. E. HKefleGrons on the late Times, _ 29 
- and fjore certain way to Heaven , becaufe- 
proſperity, if it be not altogether remiſs, is 
commonly notſo-exact {asit ought) in per- 
'F formance of good; the one 18s permitted to 
"| ſuceeedthe other by way of probation, and 
4 adverſity ſtill carrieththe day.” 'She is Ae-" 
"| /ig7bns more natural nurſe, becauſe freed 
| fronipride, which isa cloſeadherent to'am- 
| birious felicity ,<and hath thofe' goods'to/ 
"| which proſperity doth unwilltingly ſtoop, - 
'F Obedience arid Love, And/adveriity pol-' 
+ ſelfing the ſoul of theſe twa majeltickg yet 
humble graces, - what need 1 more wordsto' 
| makeny commentupon' her mote copious? 
| Would we have peace , tranquillity, joy" 
atidall mward happineſs upon carth : Here" 
are##1theſe'in loves banners'to' be diſplays 
ed'?” Would wehave glory, joy, reſt and: 
teheity more thati' carthly'?. Obediexce rea- 
| chethut them; and giveth therivunto us here 
in aſhurance, hereafter in» deed; And' as 
theſe give vs joy and peace; ſovare they alſo 
their-Gnardiansphlacing thentabove humane! 
contingenoies,ard-our ofthereach of curs d 
Fortities maticions arreſts, - Out joy 1s" 7 
htaven; wherealſdonr converſation ir, and' 
white there wemay be-ſure- it\1s*fixed and' 
Inmovcable. So we,impartially ſurveying 
theimmenſity of God's love; find + 
O 
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. of the body tobe the riches and welfare: of: 
the Sonl, and the impairing thereof -the-} 
building up of our perfetions, The cons, 
ſideration whereof doth eaſily induce ns to: ! 
profeſs that although God be pleaſed to ex+; 
erciſe our patience in hardſhips, we will; 
»ot caſt off or joy and. hope , whichhave, 
ſo great 4 recompence of reward; neither; 
will- we ceaſe with that. worthy ſafſerer to; 
ſay, that although he ſlay #3, yet will we. 
truſt:in him, Of which ſ#fferer.yet mare, 
Vhat was there in him but Jove towards: 
God (till carefully nouriſhed, when he tak-!: 
eth all thus patiently, What ſhall we receive: 
good at the hand of God, and. ſhall we not} a 
receive evil? And as hereceived them pa». be 
tiently, ſoaſſuredly jeyfully. For thawks-,} he 
ing being the exuberance. of jey and} ec 

a fecundation of Benefits, he giveth thankes} 
for the former aiffictions , ſaying, Bleſſed; 
be . the name of the Lord; which afflidtions; 
have ſoon after. an addition- | It was not- 
faid of him, that he was that man of God;. 
who. was diſobedient to the word of the Lord,, 
whom the Lord delivered to the roaring Li} un 
on, which tare him thus in peices , but} thi 
that, he was perfe® and upright, that fears} cal 
ed God and eſchewed evil, But all was } th 
done for his compleating z for whereas we: } mt 
may | 
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may think that nothing could be added to 


F nprightneſs and, perfeQion , yet we muſt 


conſider that the very epithite of perfe& 
doth admit of a ſuperlative, and that hit, 
who was perfe&t, Gods love would have 
yet more perfeCt, *ere he come to that 
perfeQtion,, which is above humane capa- 


| city. He who was perfect as to what he 


had, was imperfe@ in an indigent bareneſs. 
I cannot ſay he wanted patience, but he. 
had been without the reward, as well as 
we without the example, .if he had not 
met with his tryal, So by adverſitzes 
friendly mediation he became poſleſt with 
a crown, even the crown of patience, which 


{| before could not be dne unto him until 
| he had overcome, and herein alſo manifeſt- 
| ed himſelf perfe# and npright, one that 


2d Go and eſcbewed evil, not by fear 
ut ſubmiſſion ; he ſubmitted to the evil 


| of fortune patiently, rather then to the 


evil of corruption fooliſhly. He could 


| not thorowly effet his Vidory over his e- 


nemy, whom he encountred, with ſo many 
urineceſlary clogs as before cumbred him, 
therefore he would go forth againſt him 
calting off all help ſeemingly good in *® 
the worlds eye, And thus was he made, 
more ſufficient for the overthrow of his 


daily 


37 kefle@iont on the lite Tinjes. Chap, 
daily watchfyl and pernicioufly ſubril Az T 
verſary. Being. rebbed of all outwat 
goods, his internal he the better preſerve 

d, which were thus efficacious and ſubs 
ject to no damage. Had henot beet ina* 
liciouſly impoveriſhed by his plotting exe 
9, he had not been ſo gloriouſly rrieme 
phatit over him; nor raken the crafty 
his own deviſes. Here was the iotenrion | 


adi. 


of Love, which was not unjuſt in affiiaingy 
but merciful in ſuſteining. Hope was intr6-| 

duced by ſufferings, and Certaizry ſuſteined 
by loſtes, and he made almoſt greatef 

then a'Sairt, becauſe repnted a worm and 

Yo man, God loveth us too much, unlel} 

we loved him more and valued his Love 

at an higher rate, He' hath voluntarily 

and even hvmbly obliged himſelf 0 00Y 

and would fotce us to become 'dear and 

precious in his or by the cotitinual royak 

ties of his gooaneſi oppignorated to us 

from the cradle to theSepulchre. ' He des 
fires to' benefit ws by the kinidiveſes of pro. 
ſperity and the indulgencies of adver "1 
He created ustothe 'one and redeemed us 
by. the other, Our Redemption then was 
Love, our Creation was power; although then 
he can ſave us by his power, yet let us not 
deſire it without .his ove, 'He valued aid 
purchab 
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purchaſed us by affiictions, labours, blood- 
(hed: and death , not becauſe we were. of 
ſo. much worth, but that we might be of 
more worth by his powerful affection tv 
us. Let-us ſuſteining, our own caſualties 
and miſerable conditidn.in this life, become 
powerful to an able and free return of love, 
to. ſuffer a lictle-in love to him, who ſuffer- 


ed (nay. ſufferetb,) much more in _compaſſ« 
 0nfor us, We. have nothing immortal but 


our Soxls, .and even theſe ate made ]table - 
to deaths cruelty, unlefs that jn life we dy. 
It living by imitating Chriſt oxr life we 
dy, we may rel}: a{lured that our life 75 bid 
with Chriſt in God. | | 

FRESH examples areſeldome wantirg 
to keep up. the memory af autiquiry: 
Time wheeling about giveth as the ſame 
Tragedier, one!y. the perſons changed and 
new «Goxrs mroduced. + But. (as it sthe 


_ general abuſe of things). time will nor lef(> - 


len the narration, . nor give us his accounts 
in contracted characters ; :{o'that things - 
formerly done, however ſeeming prodigi- 
outly large, fall ſtrangely ſhort of what: we 
haveſcen acted. The Devi], wha-might have 
been thought his craft:»maſter in mifchef 
heretofore. when he was able in ſuchnue 
merous troups to derive his plagtes upon - 

D that 


that matchleſs piece of patience, innoe nt; 
ob, hath been able (as millions of diſtreſs 


ed perſons have,'by their tears ſhed for 


themſelves and others, witneſſed} to ſend 
torth into 'our land calamities enough to- 
have tried thouſands of Jobes 3 not over-' 


turning one particular mans fortunes, and | 
fruſtrating his ſecure-repoſe,; but ſacrificing } 
to his an/atiated rage and bunger pin'd fury 
the Jong _ſettled' peace 'of 'three flouriſhing þ 
Kingdomes. Which diſturbance was much” 


unlikely at the- firſt toproveſo incurable; 
becauſe the Devi! could ſcarcely be diſs 


cerned to have-any 2Ction- or motion in 


it. The general pretence was that Trath- 
did contend for her due liberty, unwilling” 
to be ſubſervient to ſuperſtitions and it 
contrived ceremonies , the:guilt of whoſe. 
reſtraint deſerved no other then an ablu»' 
tion, not with common water, but blosd, For 
Satans agents (thele' pretended: reformers). 
ſaying that Religion was fallen into decay, 
would needs make her contradiC her prin- 
ciples former)y-ſo conſtanty maintained;and 
» that her defenders ſhould rather commit 
injuries then 'receive them. It ſeemed. 
more advantagious to theſe her Counſelors, 
that ſhe ſhould be polluted in 6/ood then 
diſtonoured in dſt, and that preſervation 

in 
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in hopes of amendment,..was nov.good 
courſe for -her' viadication, -; Surely 1t-.is 
moſt ſtrange that any ſhould but once at- 
tempt to cover with Relzgiozs ſacred attire 
thoſe- things. more eſpecially: diviliſp then 
other , works: of the higheſt rebe{;ox, 
Well- may obftinate Jews. deride. us, ignoz 
raiit- Barbarians contern us ,. voluptuous 


Turks and impudent Atheiſts. Scommatige 


us, among whom the name'of 2ruth (which 
ought to be reverently uſed :and kept. 


from between polluted 'lips ). hath. been 


rendted.the key to all fallacious impiety, 
le:hath of late (years been made the watches 
word to the camps of whatſoever villanies 
have. been either heard or ated. To 
theſe- pretenſions add we. continual .Libels 
ſpreading themſelves like 4+ general Playne 
leaving no place free from infection, where . 
by the fames of innumerable innocents have 
been not barely rendred gdious, but caſt : 
ifito a bed of incureable ficknels, whereof 
they at length expired. But expiring (al- - 
though on earth: they found. no accepta-.. 
tion) God, whoſe eyes are: alway open up» 
gn the juſt, gave them approbation in his 
heavenly regiſtry, among thoſe,, whom he - 
found worthy the crowns of integrit 
aud patience. That more then earthly Man's 
D 2 inſupe- -:- 
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35 RefleFions onthe late Times. Chap.-l, 
infuperable weekneſfwas traduced for tyran- 

_ ny,of whom indeed the wot ld was not worthy, 
Hatred to, his people was objeated to him, f 
whom royal tonteſſions, in all ages unparal. 
lel'd, ught-to haverendred his people's nea> 
reſt both care and joy. He was upbraided 
"with #zconſtancy, who had rather with q 
E " Kingly conſtancy ſuffer, than lye groveling 
© under thecenſure of inglorious levitt: Hy 
- Religion was aid tobe corrupt, whoſe moſt 
- Encere affeCtions towards Godin ſerving him 
truly were rendred perſpicacious in a pa 
«tient reſigning up - his Soul to God, the] 

. "anthor , judge and reward of zealous andf# 
"nafeigned devotion, The moſt governed 
wiſlomes of thoſe two bis molt eminent Ser« 
-vants. in the upright adminiſtration of 
Church and State were (for if they haw 
called the Maſter Belzebub, how munch mort 
than thoſe of his hauſhold his ſervants and 

_ adherents? ) Gandered as noxious to the} 
King, and bringing unſpeakable detriment} 
to Geds honour, which thele calumniatonn} » 
would pretend zealouſly to promote, ak# þ 
though they expreſſed their care thered} þ, 
after the manner that Pagans contend forj 4 
Chriſtianity, by eruelty and endeavours off » 
extirpation. Againit evil Coxnſeors avd} #/ 
ſelf Seeking: perſwaſions were their gence | 
EXClI'Þ 


A, 


Chap. I. RefleFions on the late Times. 37. 

exclamations , having learned that policy 
to:conceal the intention, -and: derive the 
envy of their own ations upon the moſt 
vigilant and grand oppoſers:of them, Mi- 
ſerable Artificers in the Devils Sciences, 
whothink no more of « day of ecconnt for 
theſe things, nor the wages, which their 
everdiligent Mafter never failethto pay to 
his faithful faithleſs adherents | That they 
have done theſe thiogs audaciouſly what 
ought they not to fear? But (ti]l to run on 
(in contempt of God and his. eternal er- 
geance) with fire in one hand, the ſword in 
the other, and their very inwards burning 
with a /xſt to miſchief, ot it ſelf able to pro- 
cure a Kingdom-ruining conflagration , la. 
voureth (1 almoſt thick) of wickedneſs 
more than the infernal ftore. Yet theſe 
ations uſher in their re/igiows reſaluves of 
building a #roft glorious Church. But could 
we imagine, that they who cntred into 4 
ſolemn League and Covenant with vows to 
eſtabliſh the Chxrch.in the beſt and woſt pri- 
eritive order , would moſt impiouſly turn 
her (as weſay) topſy turvy , not leaving 
her one ſtone upon another unthrown 
down? Could we think that they, who 
profeſſed they knew is their duty to waſh 
their hands in innocency y and ſo compaſs the 
C3 Altar 
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3 Altar of God, would with tiands imbrewed 

in innocent blood take hold of their ham-. 
bled AXother, and tare from her ſhoulders 
herrobes, and'the Crown trom her head? 
Yet theſe thingshave our hopefn] Reformer . 
gone, whoſereligion at the firſt compoſure 
confiſted - of theſe ingredients , Hypocrifte, 
Contumelies, direful Revenge, Ambition,Con- 
Zempt of God and his power, a. Delight in the 
deſtrution and miſery of the guiltlefs,- Thirſt 
after blood , Sacriledge and exorbitant luſt 
after orher' mens fortunes. As to the two 
laſt Imentioned, it did ſmoothly paſs with 
the vulgar, and was currently believed, that 
they intended nothing more than a repara-- 
tion of all things; ſomuch did their impu» 
dence bear before it the ſhew of ſincerity; 
with which,and thename of Devotion, they 
for a ſeaſon pailded all their crimes, - But 
when their iled helpers had given them 
the Crown and Charch-lands , and the prey 
was between their teeth, reſtitution was 
found to come much ſlower than the pro» 
miſes. They found the revenues too weighty, 
_ having turned them over tothemſelves , to 
rethim them to God or the King, Neither 
was it probable (had they been able tode- 
ery it) that the wwlgar's blind hopes ſhould 
Ever havea clear iftue, or that they "3 
Ce; RG he 6 s ha 
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| Chap, 1. Refſe@Fionr on the late Times. 39 © 
tf] hadmadeanill beginning to the whole Na- 
* | tion; ſhouldever make a goodend to God; 
s | Butthepeopleseyes wereat length opened, 
? | whenafterthe ereption of ſome particular 
| Delinquents (as they called them) whole 
© | Eſtates, and other mens compoſitions, near.of 1 
» | kinto thoſe total ereptions, the ſame hand | 
: at laſt ſtretcht-over all in general began | 
1 
? 
) 
h 
e 


' to gripe hard as well its Ales, as 
foes, "its' Defenders and Offenders. $0 
was the miſt removed from: their darkned 
eye, when the candle it ſelf began to be 
touched; when the pretended reformation 

was known to be he baſtard of unſatiable 
luft. Oitis a religious thing to receive, 

And their dol-god Profit muſt be appeaſed 
with Prayers of lyes and humane: Sacrifices, 
that ſo a propitious income might make a- 
mends for their labour and induſtry , and 
caufe their hopes to abound. Burt 1f their 
monthly and annual Harveſts were not {tore 
enough to fill their garner, they had alway 
ready ſonie religious rogues of their crew 
(zealons defenders of their God's privi- .. 
ledges.) who could: craftily ſearch Desks : 
and Cloſets, yea and hearts too, to find, 
make and ſwear out either 01d Delinquents 
eſcaped their clutches, or new ones, ſo ren- 
fred by their conſenting to plots, which 
4 they 
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Lucy never ncard of, or'making plots,. of: 
which they vever thought. Agd then Juſtice 
(which with God is made-to come bearing. 
up. Mercy's train, even when incorrigibie 
iniquity deſerveth puniſhment) hath'her 
ſacred name and authority. injured, which 
ſhe is feigned to be preſent and aCtivein the 
condemnation of the izrnocent,” 1 am forced 


to cry out, Sinner that Fam , where ſhall 


#11 for mercy, if this were juſtice £ yer belides 
all this, God the Rewarder of juſt ations 
only, and the Avenger of the unjult, muſt be 
thanked for theſe things as a well- willer and 
approver of them. How do I here even 
doubt toafftirm what I know , that ſuch as 


invocated the name of God, and ſpake of } 


the ſincerity due co him, in religious ad- 
dreifes , ſhould-ſo far provoke him: as to 
commit fin boldly, and with affection to it? 


But that they ſhould withal glory in it, and} - 


to his face make him the author of it, would 
ſeem utterly incredible where-it had not 


been 1o notoriouſly known. Having faid 


this, I need nottell you that the wiſaomot 
our Forefathers,and ofGod in them directing 
and diſpoling their conzſels- to his glory in 
conſtituting. good and wholſom Laws Fcele- 
 ſeaſtical and Civil tor the reward of virtue 


and pxniſorrext of vice mult of ncceſlity be | 


trampled 
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| trampled under foot, 'where unruly and 


helliſh paſſions exerciſe their liberty with- 
our bit or bridle caſt into their jaws. Vice 
getting the upper hand of its laſh,. knoweth 


noreftraint,” no more than doth the Author 


of it when his chains are broken, and his 


tetters looſed 5 for where licentionſneſs bet 


reth (way Rnle is an unknowh good. By the 
ſame power of pretended juſtice', as others, 
was the Hope of the Kirgdoms welfare ſunk, 
the $uz of onr day darkned, the' Defender 


of ourlives and |iberries Spiritual and Civil 


(who was worthten thouſands of as) in an 
unhappy hour raken away. When they 
the Lawgiver wastaken out of Jſreel, and 
our Crown fallen to the ground, how could 
we expett-moderation, there being none to 


_ holdthereins ? what diſcipline among the 


vile Patrons of confuſion £ or what Church 
government , whcre there was left no 
viltble face of a Church 2 But, ſuchas they 
were, we had governours many, although 
not gqod ſtore ; for according to Moſes his 
toreſpoken curſe, aſſuredly to follow dil* 
obedience, The ſtranger to the COmmonwealth 
of our Iſrael, was made the head, and we the 
tail 5 they were made govermonrs, true 
governours, Subjets. They, who wereto 


ſhould 


goinand out before the people, whoſe lips 
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ſhould utter the -meſtages of peace, ' didF 
breath nothing but/flames of fire and they, 

 _ whoſhould deliver the words of judgment 

« | andunderſtanding were (fuchas Jerohoam'y 

___ Prieſts the off ſcowring and abjeFs-of thePeg« 

ple, Our of the Goal or 'Bridewell, from the” 

8tall, Kitchen or Buttery;& indeed the whole 

tribe of them, from this or that contempti» 

ble courſe of life, aſlumeto themſelves the} * 

ſacred Prerogative of a paſtor al charge, leads} * 

\ ing filly ſouls captive, as alſo themſelves} ' 

were led to the pit of perdition. They riſe} | 

| 


from thedunghil, and handle the moſt holy 
things with unwaſhen hands. And no Se+ 
ary, no broacher of hair-braind frothy in- 
ventions, but was (not barely permitted, 
but) priviledged with ſuch rolerations and |. 
immunities, as i6 their ſervice could not be 
 Hhuſtrated with ſufficient magnificence ; the F 
poor fools thus advanced, not confidering 
that undue exaltation, and ar: hanghty ſpirit 
go before afall, Aſſuredly they, who are in 
ſuch flippery places of height (the baſe 
quality of theperſons forbiddeth me to ſay 
honour) and vulgar eſteem ſuddenly raiſed 

thither, are ſer there for others fore-armin 
cantion, who ſhall ſce them as ſaddenly | 

down ' into deſtruftion. For there mult- 

- withevery mans advancement go along in 
| embraces 


Y. feitiots on the late Times, 43 
* | '«mbraces meckmneſs of Sparzt, ſelf- bumiliation 
| andſncere devotion, it he: would have the 
acquired additions of honour really .canti- 
nuing.. Otherwiſe prozzotion. proveth, but 
like an halter to a thiebG it preferreth him ts 
| deſtruction, and without repentance lets 
i. | him drop down into bell, <Y 
CALLING to mind ſome of our paſt 
days revolutions, I. found theſe with inng- 
merable others, to preſent themſclvesto.my 
- view. Imadeuſe of the firſt comers for my 
preſent occaſion. Enongh were theſe ſer 
y down, nay, too too many, had itſo pleaſed 
| God, who knoweth better than our ſelves, 
"what is molt meet to be tolerated ; whoſe 


|. wiſdom as it tranſcendeth all humane reach, 
40 ſoits diſpoſals of us our ſelves ought not 
«| byusto be limited. - If our. 7hyſiczan for 
«| the healthof our bodies tells us, that ſome 
q blood mult of neceſſity |be taken from us, 


'F nent, wepatiently ſuffer his will; neither 

z | atlength may weſay it is enough, -when he 

| knoweth thatmore muſt be ſhed. Well may 

/ wethen wholly relignup our ſelves into the 
hands of the moſt wiſe and faithful Phyſician 

F of our ſouls, and live for ever. We muſt 

t 

i 

S 


G in regard weacquieſs in his skil and judg- 
n 


- ſubmit, and after ſubmiſſion conſider the 
bencfit,which doth loudly ſpeak it felfunto 
Lt, | u 


ns:ſuch as the artifice of the inſuperable 
love hath wrought it, Surely nothing hath 
been in theſe inteſtine commotions loſt by 
any one for God's fake, bur Ged did at pre- 
ſent repay it with himſelf, The ſoul had 
Jiberty to treafore up life, while the body 
Was rackt neareſt to death, and God wart 


hand a ready help, when the need was off 


greateſt extremity, What we haveinow, 
Peace at home, Religion and liberty reſtored; 
4 gracious King over us, lawjul! Magiſtrater 
among us, andthe former authority of out 
National Laws ſct\ed as heretofore, we 
ſhonld not ſo much prize, if we had never 
known the lofs of them. Pride and fulne "| 
_ ff bread cauſed roo much inward difſdam 
and outward irreverence of God's bleflingy, 
which now. we learn to look upon more 
ſeriouſly, and uſe more thankfully, For 
my own part, my King (whom enjoying [ 
truly cſteem my ſelf to live , whole ſafety 
I do and ever ſhall (God being my helper} 
to my utmoſt endeavour , accounting it 
mine own welfare) might in mfich probabl- 
lity have had leſs of my heart, more of dif- 
regard , fewer of my prayers, more of 


.- ungrateful forgetfulneſs, if my ſouls free- } 


dom had never been curbed through his 


enforced dereliftion of his Crown and Roy" 
altien 


p- 
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alties, So might 1 have been more liable 


toa more imminent danger, that of d;ſopale 


ty, and breach of - God's commands (who 
would have Kings honoured as facred, and 
their very names not to proceed from our 
lips without eſpecial reverence )) which 
might ſuddenly have deprefled me 1nto 


 trrecoverable miſery. How many there 


have been in former times of this number of 
negligent ſubjects I know nor, But of this 


I may reſt confident that multitudes have 
repented of their remiſſnels, WW: been 


thankful for that rod of their chaſti ement, 
which at laſt made them know their Father 


and themſelves. Some men 1n confiderat 10n 
only of their worldly condition could libe. 


rally bemoan themſelves as deceived by 
their &wn wiſdom, For while they warily 
kept themſelves as neuters, thinking there» 
by tolye hid from ſpiteful fortunes moleſtg- 


tions, they loſt both their honeſty and their 
hopes. Their Alegiance to the moſt pious of = 


Princes (who thought nothing too dear for 
his people) they willingly forgat out of a 
daſtardly fear of loling what indeed they 


* could by no means keep. But their fears 


being paſt by the loſs of all, they could ſee 
their errors, and- bethink themſelves how 


much might theirs with the Jike loſſes of 


. men 
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men in their condition have advanced tha 
" juſt cauſe of their /awfu/Soveraige, If the 
' had made a timely reſignation of themlſelyay 
and part of thdir poſſeſſions unto him 3 hoj 
mucho many perſons hands and afliſtand 
might have ſtrengthned/him, if they woul 
but have righted themſelves in defend 
him. An vzprofitable infidelity did at ll 
make theſe loyal; when loyelty was becont 
full of infirmity; © But theſe being ſenfibk 
of the moſt deſpicable weakneſs of human ** 
wiſdom, or rather the fallacies of wovldyy © 
confidence have found our a better ſecuritf} 7! 
by relying on the wiſdom, which is monf * 
than humane. 'Yet amidſt all that coullf 9 
happen , no faithful ſubje& (a juſt valnea > 
all things conſidered ) repineth at his loſles 
becauſe they were all in ſome meaſltre de 
ferved, and in whatſvever their preſent 
fortunes ſuffered diminution, they were 
.the ſame or greater meaſure recompented, 
Asweltood affefted:towards our King, 0 
alſo rowards our ' God, Some mens will 
both to the Spiritual and Temporal warfare 
were equally poyſed 5 Religion obſerved not 
ſo much out of haps as cuſtom, 'witnes 
that frozen zeal in many, which gave occ# 
fion to the {ly rebel to accuſe all, But to 
thofe, who were not altogether n— 
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of: fincerity-: the enſuing alteration /had 
butan harſh reliſh, inſomuchthat they ſaw 
thigh time to make. lukewarm affections 
exiles, when through the want -of zeab to 
God's cauſe they enabled each miſcreant: to. 
climb to the height of, what either his pride 


. ſuggeſted or his hopes purſued. Toſeethe 


ſtrange altetations of divine Worſhip, to-lee 
God's holy Name made the amuſing cover of 
all prophaneſs, thename "of Juſtice the pre- 


as tence of Regicides and Parricides ,. was 


h enough to awaken that 'drowſie Spirit: of 
ke 7ndifferency,which could-content itſelf with 
ns 4remiſs bolineſs,and a piecemeal performance 


of duty. Thoſe, whom pleaſure had before 


d bribed, ſorrow! had now.made: to ſpeak 
4f truth and acknowledge our Chxrches excel» 


| lency in the »polite decency and graceful 


w compolure of its Lytwrgy, and other Conſts» 


inf #xtions, Foras nothing maketh men love 
4} virtue more than the beholding others 0+ 
þ— dious-in their vitious behaviour - So many 
{men (beſides the Hypoerifie and Inſtability of 


rn 


W 


ef the Components) confidering the light top- 
aff Peries of a Djre@ory, and the-whimfical des 
4 portment-of men'in'their newly:introduced 


” worthip, needed not: eloquence: to:ſpeak 


the former Service high and majeſtich, It 


Was commendation enough of the former to 


ſee 
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ſec i later fo meet. an.objet cimnand 
Ignorance and Pride-go as mates hand' 
Fry Pride walketh: along with a ſupe 
ctljous gravity,” and with an overwe ungl 'Þ 
_ diſdain'beholdeth other men and. their 
GQions3/ but conſulring with Ignorance a X 
right hand, now to tread cach ſtep with: 
graceful deportment , and following l | 
advice,thoſe altitudes of ſpeech and = 
become not admired according to expel 
tion , but inſtead of admiration-come 
firſt negleft. afterward ſcorn and a 
He, who maketh outward. ſhews ot grat 1 
dure, mult have correſpondent inward ſul 
ciency to bear up the outward frame. -Un 
derſtanding men will not be cheated bytit 
tranſparent - abuſes of Pride. Had ſont 
complaints in batching before our inteſtin 
commotions proceeded no farther, it ha 
been more tothe credic of the: pretenſivel 
virtgous Kebel in two reſpeas; Firſt, -inmws 
gard of the puniſhment to: come . looks 
upon as due unto him 3 Secondly, in regaii 
{his pretences and deeds being fo difieres t 
his tace would not have appeared ſo ugly 
the common view. For thouſands, who 
firſt heard only their complaints, but ſay 
not their intentions, have extolled the cod 
Flainants for religious and well non | 
ant 
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f| Chap.1: RefleFions on the late Times,... 49 
| have ſince; found them highly abufive to 
af what they ſeemed to dim-at:. and petceiving 
»# this, have had juſt cauſeto glorifie God for 
£ their own. timely deliverance, But they, 
 whowerealway reſolved: where they had 
began to end , were then enlivened one 
way, although ſadly deje&ed another way. 
Althongh they wept at the ſight of their 
natural Mothers countenance transfigured 
with innndationsof tears. and. blood ; and 
their ſpiritual Mothers choiceſt jewels pro. 
as ſtituted tocontempt, yet were they revi- 
wy ved with the remembrance, that when they 
bad loſt all, they notwithſtanding held fatt 
their faith, and had ſo well merchandized 
as.to exchange their reputations and eſtates 
x for the crown of patience, to barter earth for 
in 42 heavenly inheritance. 
af THERE was nothing in all this, but 
jj what might give advantage to the Chriftian 
of Combatant, and (as to himſelf) improve . 
el} hisjoy, the Congueſt being foreſeen and the 
ud Eewardtoreknown, For although without 
ms were ſightings within fears ofpretenders and: 
ww undermining 1»formers , yet what could 
ay they do-more., who had left nothing un- 
done ? They might lay agreedy hand-upon 
28 Our bodies, and all thereto apperteiniog 3: 
j but upon the riches of our ſouls (as- the 
| de- 
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delight in rack; contemning Obedience , ah - rit' 
undatmted Loyalty) their violence wro phil the 
nocommand,:; Although they encouragalf i 
themſelves in our ſpoils and lofles, yertl hey | 
miſetably tormented themſelves with thill 46: 


remembrance » -of -our undiſturbed - reſoli mo 
tions.” There could no age be. more fruit rio! 
falin miſeries than that; yet none morem p hel 
ſerable'in their own and molt mens eſteenff «x4 
than z6e miſery-infli&ing adverſaries. It lf oft 
the in ences the malice of Dewvils,and FF? 
men worſe than Devzls, could fuggelt,migh FI 
entitle us: ” miſery there wanted nothj of ch:4 
which might make jt compleat, a "BY 
world an hell. Arid yet even then did f phe, 
triumph over -calamities,, having indealf fide 
fighs and tears to ſpend for the authol Wat 
thereof , whom we- had learned to pity ſepa 
becauſe by fools only eſteemed happy. We f trib 
did as we ought,” rejoyce z 'not accordinff ain 
to the Epicures vain'preſcriptions, who i bk ſairt 
viſe men to fortifie themſelves againſt the 2»01, 
occurrent miſeries of life bythe {till entelyf p/es 
tainment of ſurfeiting- pleaſures ;' for thel 1 
pleaſures were'not then to bereached. bu. 
in us, as Chriſtians, did this joy take upit ih 
proper place. | For 'notwithitanding thilf 2ake; 
almoſt all places and men were corrnptel oy 
againſt a Zozal/ifis peace, yet ſpiritual ſee inea 
riff © © 


Chap: 1. RefleFions on the late Times. AT + £ 

rityand' joy was purpoſely entertained as 
nana of calamity and fear. ” They ig»: 
riorantly accompliſh the good mans happt+: 

8 neſs; who myſt 'obſtinately oppoſe: it.:: So 

$ dothey labour for nought, . not-purchaſing: 

# more for themſelves than a ſaq&accumula-' 

C rion- of bitterneſs, having moſt 'aſſuredly: 

 helwithin them, Thoſe devillifs" potions: 

| extended for our bane, and ro root us (out! 

$ of the land of the living,became to us(ſeeing; 

Godywill and pleaſure) precions conſerves 

| t7ves, and life giving ſweets; Were-it not 

chat the fiery trials of our faith were:of ex- 

if cetlent benefir;' what meant the Royal Pro» 
pheriſpeaking to'God in a thankſgiving con- 

8 tidence, ſaying; Swrely the wrath of man 

Wal praiſe thee? In fine then, Whet ſhall 

if ſeparate as from the love of Chriſt * Shall 

> iribulation, or diſtreſs, or perſecution, the | 

Is mine, or nakedneſs; or peril; or. ſword? Why, - 

os laith-one holy Atan, In ell theſe things we are 

is 220re "than conquerors 5 Therefore . we taks © 

. _—_ in infirmities, in reproaches, in n+ 

i ceſuuties, in perſecutions ,. in- diſtreſſes for - 

9 Chriſts ſake «And another biddeth us Rejoyce 

of in theſethrnge, inaſmmch as ye aremede par- 

uy takers of Curiſt's ſufferings, + And ſurely 

= 73#t#e doth outſhine the Suits glory being 

incapable of Eclipſe 3; it is not only ſuch as : 

=O E cannot 


g2" RefleSions on the late Times. - Chap + 
cannot be obſcured by miſts and cloudshyff ,, 
appeareth thorow them with the more.aly,, 
mired ſplendour, and: this becauſe it-hal 
more eſpecial ſtrengthening  from- heauhilf ,, 
where its converſation is, Thence our all ;6, 
hath its beginning and encreaſe, and wi, 
there find a' bleſſed conſummation, whidf--. 
avit can have no being, ſo neither impeadf ,,, 
ment from the things of the world, a zz; 
immortal tranquillity and joy we have thi) ,,, 
attained to,- when we are by faith madein - - 
fenfible of hamane Mjuries , and have. ;,, 
earth: while- upon it. If we unfeignedy 7 , 
believe in him , we may-- be- aſſured: tal 
he will-prote&us with bleflings and brigf 
us. ſafely through this to eternity of gl 
ry. Amen; Y 


: My God; "who upholdeſt my life ' wil 

thy comforts, and ſetteſt me alwaysi 

how' 'apt ame I to miſtake thy lovi 

"awd" in my: heart to conceivefit 

wardneſs towards thee £ © pleaj 

Give me therefarefaith to ſee thee, my Mi wor 

deemer, as well in the cloud of the evenint perfe 

the _ of the morning 3 for I define 7; 

frx my ope in thee. = (38 cant 
I ſaid in my haſt, I am cait oxt of i 
ſight ; but even then was I made to ſee mit 


YJ Chap. 1.  Refleronr on the late Times. 53 

ul ins infirmity, and thy firength was made 

ul rerfe@? in weakneſs. oO on 

Therefore 1 now ſay, that although innume- 

*s rible troubles Bould compaſs me about, yet 

8 thou ſhalt encompaſs me with ſongs of delive- 

S747ce. ITT Et 

I 1/though I am toſſed with the waves of ad- 

ou verfity, I find that thy left hand is under my 

i head, and that thy right: hand embraceth 

Me. : +4 

""Letme, O my God, be alway able to reſt 

confident in thee, that although Tſow in tears, 

Tmay reap in Joy. 645%" 

* hen affiition lay npon me, I ſaw it fo be 

is hy good pleaſure; 1 bare it and was ſilent ; 

8 wherefore indeed ſhould Irepine at mercies 2 

Becauſe in thy light T am ſure to ſee light, 

#1/hal/ walk on comfortably; yea, although. I 

i walk through the valley and ſhadow of death, 

* 1will fear none evil; for thou art with me 

EF always. 

* Whenever it is thy good: will and friendly 

pleaſure to try me let patience have her perfet 

| work in me, that I may (through thy grace Jbz 

_ perfeT andentire, wanting nothing. 

If thon doit by words againſt my ſelf.little 
can be ſaid, which I wretch have not adeſer- 
ved. Peraduventure thou haſt ſaid to this or 
that Benjamite, Curſe him. 
| £2 ret 
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#ance, to look mine affiiFion,' and requite m 
withgood at ney latter end... | 
1:+ Lok we never reinrn with fary to t Ven 
who backbite me; but with humility to thi 
.who doſt corre# me. ſo ſhalt thou be plea 
with. the fin-efferings and oblations. of n 


$5 att | et, 
if Tam troed by words or ations agdii 


thee, O Lord, I awe unable to bear or reſirall 


them; Ariſe and maintain thine own caw 


remember how the fooliſh man reproach 


thee daily, Eo 
: -If T have ſeen, O Lord, I have ſeen | 
that the enemy bath done wickedly in | 
SanGzary. = 


A man was famons according as he liflif 


up axes upon. the thick tree; but they bri 
down all with axes and hammers, and thoy 
otherwiſe hindred from the execution of m 
chief, they get Jpeat felling words, and ih 
talking is againſithe.moſt High, | 
. Thou knoweſt, 0 God, that many have j 
lowed their own perniciows ways,by whom 
way of truth hath been evil ſpoken of. . 
 Wewere( and indeed are yet made) af 
to our neighbours, our enemies laughed am 
themſelves. . ; ot 2, 
 Allthis hath come npon thy people, yet bi 


tis - we Oe. =» i. wo, act Bhs 


"iy we 3» 


= * ww 
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= they not forgotten thee, nor ſiretched out their 


hands to a ſtrange God. They would not turn 
away from thee to fall down before ſatrile- 
giows Uſurpers, neither give that honour to 
et which was due to thy ſactedV icegerett 

Tbeſeech thee eftabliſh the juſt 3 but with 
mine eges let me behold and ſee the reward of 
the wicked; and let not ary wilful tran(gteſſor 


W | proſper in his way. 


.. Let me never deſire to eat of their dainties 


je | miſchievouſly gotten 3, but hide me from. hoth 


the ies and danger of their counſel, and 
all. thine from further inſurreFions of the 


# workers of 7riquity. 


Let thy truth be alway my ſhield and buck- 
ler, and do thou both defend and guide me 


a Piththy free Spirit. 


If it be thy friendly pleaſure to 1ry me , it 
may be alſo thy fatherly will 10 chaſtiſe me ; 
out, Oh, corre me in mercy, not in thine 
anger, leſt thou bring me to nothing. 

T have ſinned; What ſhall T dounto thee, 
O thou  Preſerver of men? T will patiently 
bear thy rod, and the chaſtiſement of my 


peace, 


© Thouart juſt, O Lord, and correfFedſt me 


 Jor mine iniquities. 


T have ſinned and done fooliſhly , For which 
E 4 | although 


-1-+ 208 
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although thou haſt plagued me, yet thy loving. 
kindneſs is ever before mine ces. We 
Before I was affiifted, I went aſtray » but 
now 1 Jay ſorely" gooduef and mercy foal 
follow me all the days of my life. Ne 
Truely my ſoul waiteth upon thee , from 
whom cometh my-ſalvation , yea under the} 
ſhadow of thy wings will T take my refuge un» 
til the calamities of this be over-paſt- "= 
Surely thou art my Rock and my Salvation; |} 
I ſhal!\ not be greatly moved. Amen, Sweet | 
Jeſu, Amen. | 


Our Father which art in Heaven,Ge, 


CHAP: Il. 


Refiefiions on the Merceies of 
Reftauratios. 


O W 1s our revenge throughly 
wrought 3' we deſired not | evib; 
and behold good 'came. +: We were inno- 
cently {as we only ought) avenged of our 


| adverſaries by deprecating their ſouls ven- 


geance,by pitying them, whoſe ſelf created 
miſerieswere the bittereſt of our affiiftions; 
And we aſſuredly find that love is a m_—_ 
paſſion having conceptions and productions 
beyond ſuppoſition. While God conſidered 
the ſilent rhetorick of our hearts :freely 
diſpoſed to forgive, and heard thoſe louder 
cryes of our fighs and tears for their amend- 
ment, heanſwered them with ſuch ſucceſs 
as ſaited with our defires becauſe with his 
lory 3 but hath moreover added ſuch bene- 
ts as tranſcended - both our defires and 
hopes. Our deſires if they did fly high, yet 
could not ſoar ſo high as God can reach, nor 
could they dive fo deep as the deſcents of 
his humble bounty. He maketh the out-going 
of the evening and morning to rejoyce , ant 
bringeth joy unto. us farther than the "_ 
| at 


58 Refle@ions onthe  Chap.Il. 
of our mind can diſcern, Whether in our. 
Sun-ſetting or riſing he is the fame light ſtill, 
and his day hath no end. j And although the 
ſhadow, as it were of an approaching night, 
mindeth us of our natures declination ſome- 
what darkening -our underſtandings, yet, 
where God is; the light of joy is (till peri 
nent, however :it be for an additional des 
light ch bly repreſented. The ſubſtance 
is till the ſame, notwithſtanding its various 
dreſs (as1 may ſay) doth beguil the natural 
' viſion, and-multiplieth one into different 
pluralities. That invincible peace of mind, 
which although till worried, is unalterable, 
after a long conflict with the treacherous 
world becometh at laſt augmented 3 havi 
ſooner wearied a)l than it ſelf, it is rendred 
greater by its conqueſt, and more joyous 
. through a continual diſdain'of (laviſh for- 
row, And God, who loveth patience,loveth 
alſo rohave anend of it, and to give it the 
ſame end and beginning, alacrity and the 
difluſed bliſs of a calm ſecurity. Which 
end ( when Patiexce hath had her perfect | 
work) he wiſely ſetteth at his meeteſt tine; } 
ſometimes making delays where he will give 
more than an. ordinary joy to-:the former 
ſtock treaſured up in an extraordinary trid. 
Otherwhiles he diſpenſeth with” time , hog 
"4 | lf 
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Chap.ll, Mercies of Reſtauration. 59 


Ffelf (in a fort , thinking his love abſent, 


yhen it.is not burthened with. ſpeedy dif- 


atches of ceſſation ahd reſt. So he did by 


| his good friend Job, whom he held not out 


the lingring expeCation of another lite, but 


'gavea reſtand recompence on earth as the 
Beer emblems of a recompenceeternal.  Pa- 
'tienceafter ſuch'a degree of ſervice 1s eme- 
rita; and the ſox] having beenlongenough 


exerciſed therewith, ſhe 1s exempted from 
farther labour, and reſigneth her place. to 
ſome other Yirtze. Neither, becauſe a true 
joy may and ought to be retained inthe fiery 


trials. of temptations, is it always neceſlary 


that we puſh thoſe pikes. God will give 
unto his ſervants more than a bare ſingle 
cauſe of rejoycing he loveth to multiply 
them, that ſo they may be known to be. his 
'gift, who giveth not by peice-meal, neither 
is ſcantingly liberal. The :nfluences of his 
bounty are proportionable to his unlimited 
love, deſcending as for divers cauſes, ſoin 
divers manners, By variety and multipli- | 
city of gifts his bounty is not diminiſhed, 
but is amplified and enriched by liberality, 
and by giving rendred (as it were) more 
able, to give., Now after we have awhile 
Fatiently endured his will, his benefits 


by courſe ſo run, that we no longer' ſuffer 


bat 
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'60 RefleFions on th Chap.Il} 
bur receive. Either in heaver, or both E 
earth and heaven, there is for-us afſurance 
of having the former benefits of offering 
compleated by an immunity from ſuffering, 
and even this isvernnity crowned with all 
acceſſory joys befitting a triumph. Come 
we now to look back upon ſcoffs, \re- 
proaches, ignominies, contempts,and what» 
ſoever injuries they could. not hara us, 
becauſe not laſting ; and the very fore+ 
ſight of their ſpeedy end muſt needs excite 
our joy, A' moſtdivine expreſſion 1s that 

. of his, who introduceth that incompara- 
ble Pattern of patience in theſe words, 


Teſivs Chriſt the Author and Finiſher f 
$ 


onr faith , who for the joy, that was (et 

be d him, Reed itt Cafe , deſpi 
the fhame: even for the joy, which was 
/the evident ſupport of his ſouls fo 
weighty burthen, and unto which he was 
to run throughout the race of finite miſery. 
It is a cowardly part to fear that enemy, 
'Whom we'know we can out reach , and 
he is but puſillaminous , that is diſturbed 
with griefand fear for that calamity, which 
he is ſure to out wear, and {if he pleaſe) a- 
ble to contemn. Things of little or no 
"continuance have not their name or value |  * 
among durables; and how can we jacge 
: that 


5, 

wt 
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that evil, which peradventure would prove 
ſo, if it could purchaſe life, but is extinC al- 
moſt ſo ſoonas it beginneth tobe? Our life 
| here for the. very brevity of it may. (we 
ſometimes think) ſcarce juſtly be termed 
life; yet affiiction hath. not a leaſe of that 
little, which is, bur is put to its progreſſes 
and retirings.z nay , .each. hope cruſheth it 
when it is moſt powerful and high. Theſe 
things conſidered, are. enough to force up 
the tire of joy into a ſacred flame, even 
while it is daſhed with. the billows of at- 
fronts, and beſhowered with-the ſtorms of 
miſeries; for after. this ſtorm is over , the 
day will prove fair,. and our preſent heat 
will be ſufficient for the [preſent occaſion. 
And ſurely. although all God's works are in- 
ſ{trumental to draw 'us towards. him, and 
to fix' our whole delight in him, and, that 
with a /ove pure and_unfeigned ,. which 
caſteth awa fir » and althongh adverſity 
do this effe ually, yet he at laſt giveth 
proſperity too, For the ſame thing is aimed 
at in both, and both. relliſh well enongh 
with the pious $oxl.,.but the later is. more 
pleaſing: to the bodzes guſt, and Gods Jove 
to us is ſuch, that his./oul will not. alway 
fwrive with wan for that: he is fleſh. Weare 

' fail, and too too ſubjet to mULRFIgrs 
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ſo that that j 


%. E 


, exuberance ' of 'our ' forrowful eyes into 


ſtreams of pleaſures, and floids of pious ! 


 rejoycings. Andal] this is forthe manife* 
{tation of his own power, and confirmation 


of our faith; that as wehave'feen him able” 
to create JOG of evil, 'and light out. 
$, we may believe him able to. 


of darkn | | 
ſtop the inſolenr proceecing of the"footk" of 


pride, and after'a preparation'by temporal 


favours to enlarge them into ſpiritval-and 
boundleſs:God's glory ts our life and ſtrength. 
This to him raifief cur:of the two great op* 
poſttes of good andevil, becometh to us the 
Cedefed of j0j." The ſundry contrivances 
of it become to us but one entire, 'becauſe 


a perpetual joy; and we till through love | 


having 


y, which for a while did ſtour-"" 
ly bear up, may at'the laſt lack'fai#h, and+” 
mk, therefore ſhall 'it have 'a'relief and”. 
change, but only when Godſeeth his time, _ 
As God intendeth at his conſtituted time; 
to ſatisfie the longing ſoul with himſelf in 
eternity, and with it the companion of its” 
labours,” advancing the body to that glory. 
to which (as ſupernatural) it can lay no: 
claim” without zhe ſouls \more priviledged. 
grace 2: So doth; he here ſometimes as it. 
were by viſion give an appearance of our } 
entry into that glory, by converting the. 
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having our eyes fixed -upward, continually 
behold it one and'the ſame; though com- 
patted of a' multiplicity of unexpetted/ re- 
volutions, 'He'is glorified-in the conſtancy 
and prayers of his ſervants, in theirferven» 
c and reſolution,” in their exattation above 
the world, and 'im their humility in aſcribing 
righteouſneſs t0 their Maker; and again, in 


| his own avercy proteCting,and goodneſfafter> 
. ward: delivering them ; in their'fazth and 


hope of future happineſs through the bene- 


 fitof ithere aſſerted, and by.their banks. 


givings unto/him, who alone \worketh won: 
derouſly, And' likewiſe he 1s-glorified in 
putting an end tothe powers of darkneſs,and 
bringing the wheel over the ungodly in fru- 
ſtrating their violent and depraved counſe)*; 
in making manifeſt to the world: that works 
of wickedneſs are no fortifications, but 
onlyareas a broken wall,” and' a toltering 
fence 5 that wicked mens ſecurity is danger, 
their w/dom madneſs and folly; that their 


} paths are eitherupon ice ſlippery and ſubjeft 
4 , rofndden diſlolutions, or upongleſe brittle 


and" deceitfu}, no way able*to bear thoſe 
ponderous weights to be paſſed and re- 
patled upon the ſhoulders of armed rebellion. 
Thusfball iniquity ttop her mouth, and i#+ 
20exce proſper even in theſe our days, _ 
trut 
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truth of that bleſſing being experimentally 
proved in our preſent times , that the eel 
ſhall irtherit the earth. Unto them God will 
here give carneſi, for what he meaneth tg 
give. kereaftes , and-by the lefler maketh}} ;; 
canfirraation of. the greater.. :God hath ty 
umphs for;his Church militant, even ſuchal 
when [.it. may /ead its captivity captive, 
Earthly joj. may. ſometimes prove an obſta; 
cle to:mans entry into the joys of heaven; 
but never when it is thus made the conſe 
quent of. an;endured Croſs. Chrift (whole 
diſciples true patients are) after his deſcent 
from the Croſs , would glorifie his paſſion 
by. a reſurre&;on., and a time ſpent upon} 
earth exempt. from ſufferings. To us alſo 
will he (as he indeth moſt expedient)allow: 
a mitigation of tears, an inverſion of joys; 
that as we had before rejoyced as partakers 
of Chriſt's ſufferings, we | po rejoyce} 
as being paztakers of his re/arre&ion. He} 
doth gracioutly.permit us to ariſe out of the} ,; 
languiſhing bed.of cares, and in.companies } 
to.cnter Stax. with the ſongs of triumphs in} # 
our lips, and,our months filled with laughs} + 
ter. | Although we uſt through many tri- | hj 
bulations enter intothe Kingdom of heaven; | « 
y.et Goddoth frequently: (atter the fron. Ia 
tribulations cooled ) by a temporal pros | x; 


ſperity 


f Chap, Hl. __ Mereies of Reſtauration. 65 
bl ſerity uſe to bring his Ele@ to the border 
an of his SauGuary. 

us TT addeth very much vigour to our joy, 
oF that when the Devil (as he'is apt) rippeth, 
us up thingspaſt, and long fince'covered with 
$ the aged mantle of oblivion, ta'/put us into 
uf 7{)umbering diſmay and contempt of hope, 
&f weeredt our Spirits toa contradiction, and 

'# ſolace'our ſelves with the oppoſite indul- 
getice 'of whartſqever experitients know- 
ledge” can ſuggeſt. God's negle& of his 
people, and leaving them ro/toylour their 
whole time oft- life {like ſlaves in Gallies) 
W# without any apparency of futute happineſs 
3 more than in uncertain promiſe, is' a firebal 
OF of Satan's compounding. ' But iF he appea- 
4 reth with ſuch Ianguage, with far ferched 

F and tortured circumſtances, we have our 
| examples ready to confute him,” 'Forſuch'a 
©F thing as the diretifction' of a ſervant, there 
| never was on God's part. And yet we ſee 
1 


and know that there are many more inſtan- 
'F ces of gracious returns of /ove and ſatisfa- 
3 #107 in this life given; than of thoſe, whoſe. 
'F rewards were Rived to another life. All 
'$ lisalMledged circumſtances are but continu- 
ij ed calumnies. ' God's care is continually 
"F laborious in the production ofnew ſupplies, 
*F and contenting goods appliable to man's 

- | | Cother- 


66 .(BRefle@rons onthe Chap IL} C 
Cotherwile) .deiticute; condition, , So. that! 
' thatcreature is neither forgotten nar forlef} m 
Kevs, Whole Heneats ArENGK beſtowed; once} of 
forall, but flow dowrt like the Giwer's Jow} wi 
daily andeternally. We have not that al} go, 
way. at; the, beginning, which, ſome of. Or 
would haye,. but we. have alway.all. of] fa 
What, a As have, z and while:xeed ÞÞ a1 
Haved offs, wart proveth a treaſure... BOrÞ 1s- 
when we. have. wiſely. learned ro need, ng: 
thing, but what we may: have, we. have x 
laſt more than abundance given as a Jupp | 
to what we wanted, that 1s ,. what: we ! 6 
not, yet.required not till God. would be} de: 
pleaſed to give. To. whoſe goodneſs. andh pro 
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.chized members of his Court of audience,and 
have (not any thing,, .but_) all things.at | 46 
;will.. . Heis happily deſtitute, whos dell} . 
tute of all. bur God for he ſoon findeth to} fic 
his great conſolation. and hearts-eaſe, that} iz 
there was no true good, which, he; ev} ted 
intended for himfelt, which God (to, makef wh: 
-g00d the deyqut man's pofition of aJatigft tha 
ing hope) hath not in moſt ample mann&} mal 
provided, for him.., @uar high Patrox 4} thet 
pleaſure taketh great content In ſatiating ##] he 
longing ſoul with thoſe ſweets, which are tht} tajy 
manifeſt fruits of jts lopg contented (al-}byt 
| i though ./. 


Chap. Il, Mercies af Reſtauration. 67: 
(although ſtill earneſt). expectation. Car, 
monneſs: cauſeth \an ungrateful underyalne. 
of things, and aſliduity: of deeds. /Þhat: 
wemay truely eſteem warks of greatzreffand 
gooaneff we have them artificially tranſpoſed 
one before another. Our. reaſor: miu{t,not: 
facilitate thoſe favours, by.which our hope 
muſt be ſtil] ſtrained to an higher key. Hope 
1s-made to depend on Providence, and;Pro: 
widence keepeth all in ſtore for the time: 
of Neceſſity. As Neceſſity.cometh on by de» 
grees Providence produceth her Offam Cerbes 
70. $0 have we the wide mouth of that. 
 devourer miraculoully ſtopt, and Godin his 
provident care always reſerveth the belt nh- 
4 til he knoweth it will be moſt -wel- 
1 come $5 and then Come, buy without money 
| and without price, 34 

. THAT Kingly Prophet, whoſe long con+ 
| fged Scepter bare a more awful ſway. over. 
| Kingdoms and Nations, through and after a 
4 tedious perſecution, knew. not before hand 
KI What he was afterwards better ſchovled in, 
4 that 8azl's blood thirſty labours did cheifly 
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lf make way to his crown, and that without 


h 

If} tains, proved a fortunate chaſe tohim, who 

a4 by:this means preyed upon the game _—_—_ 
{i = C 


them he had never been King of Iſrael. That 
he was bunted like a partridge upon the moun- 


' 
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58 - Refleionronthe Chap. lf Ch 
ed in the Purſuers nets ; when he fled for hiff we 
life, he baſtned to a Diadem. Saul withhif ta. 
foflowers were but ſo many Miniſters of (ialth fat 
to make the way more ready and eatie ff hyj 
this fiend of God to aſcend his Throxe. Grea 
is that Sapp7zeffto which Yirte climbeth ly 
craggy' paſſages, For as herlabour th 
claitneth the reward ſhe aimeth at;fo neithe 
doth ſhe catch at flies ſeeking by a means 
risfaCtion to repair the loſs of paſt time, *| 
is felicity in the fulleſt meaſures, whichs 
lone can counterpoiſe her grand pertormay 
ces, Nothing leſs will ſerve the turn, ne 
ther this vnleſs ſought with an anſwerabl 
labour. Honour becometh not ſuch 
the magnanimous, unleſs he hath pale 
through vales of horrour, and in purſuit} c 
it over- run mountains of contradicting pel} il 
plexities3 nor 1s Eaſe at laſt accounted | 
blefſing to him in the foreſight, unleſs het 
ſee it through multitudes of difficulties and 
laudable attempts; Bur then cometh Hown 
like 1t ſelf, and Keft, which ſhall not beat} Dy 
tainted with reproach, when the Purchaſe 
hath his head adorned with the beauteou 
flowers of higown well-huſbanded Gardet, 
and with a cheerful countenance eateth thi 
ſavory fruits of that vine, which his om| | 
curiows hand hath planted, dreſled, _ 
meerlſþ\ 
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Un p. 1.  Mercits of Reſtanration, 69 
$ meerly. by+ labour nouriſhed until it\ came 
| ta good liking and PerfeCtian., . Our, fore. 
| father Adam had. in his puniſoment this much 
| boje, that he ſhould not be eternally miſera- 
| blebecauſe entitled to the benefit of a labo-. 
| rious toleration, which always looketh for- 
ij yard to felicrty and a reward, Although, 
| hedeferved nothing of. happineſs In regard. 
if of his ſin , yet he could not. but comfort 
| himſelf in the hope thereof being thought 
| yorthy that injuntion-.to. Jabour, which 
vi feileth not of a recompence. For the good, 
þ| which by ſuch a beginning.and an aniweras 
k| ble continuance ſhould be purſued, muſt. 
of undoubtedly be more then moderate.  Qur. 
dj peace with God ( which .includeth bliſs in- 
: comparadle) is wroughtby inevitable con» 


#) flits with the adverſaries of it.. A Worldly, 
i] peace is frequently acquired with effuſion of 
w} 6lood, and is alway tO be. conſerved with. 
pl} vigilarcy and laboriows care. Nay each pet- 
#| titedelight ambitiouſly publiſherh its worth 
t by its difficult procuration 3 as. if it were. 
| impoſſible for that to give content, which 
2 never gave woleſtation. EYETy thing, which. 
es] hath but the appearance of good giveth.man-. 
th] this demonſtration, that his choice part of 
m{ life hath its enjoymentseither under pr from, 
dl durance. Holy David would nct ſacrifice. 
T3 to 
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to God of that, which coſt ogy : fot 
by 'that Sacrifice religiouſly offered heex, 
petted the conceſſion of amerciful” Bleſſang; 
Therefore would he not have his ofer77gat 
utrderyilue to hishopes. Indeed all that we 
| have or canis Gods, focannotour beſt facyl- 
tiestherit any thing at his hands. But ifhe he 
pleaſed with that fatisfaation,why ſhould we 
_ not 'give him'largely of his own (abilitic 
of foul, body and temporals) that the more 
we give the morewe may receive and live 
happily by becoming (as I may ſay) prodr 
gal-towards him"out of his own bounty, 
Our faculties are his gifts, {o that whatwe 
bears by his {trength,(which we fometimes 
abiifing cauſe our own miſery and his greil) 
bat” when he ſendeth joy as the-reward (als 
thongh the work be'his own) we rejoycefor 
our ſelves. To the faithful and good fer 
vant it was not ſaid, E ter thou into the ju 
of thy Lord, before that by due tryal it wa 
fornd he deſerved an Exge 3 but when that 
appeareth the ſervant fell become ruler, 
A little labour ſometimes obtaineth an un: 
proportionable and large recompence, It 
15 alway ſo between us and onr God, who'for 
our feeble endeavours, which he is forced 
to Trenpthen, giveth not onely more libe- 
rally"thet'wecan deſerve(for it is fatisfag 
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Chap/1I. - Atercies of Riſfnieration. ot 
onenoighto ns that he mercifully aſliſteth) 
bntalſo more bountifully;then he harh giv* 
1 us power toconceive. But withour fome 
rturbations cometh no good at'all. Joy ea ,* - 
Hy gotren 1s as eaſi}y oſt ; it is over. whelm : 
ed m a \moment being but the treacherous þ 
forerunner of fome approaching msforture.' 
6d giveth very ufually that, as beſt which: 
nature” jn the birth eſteemerh 'as wort.” 
A" ſorrowful beginning for. Gog's fake 
findeth'a Joyons concluſion , nay an end- 
leſs Joy through Ged's love. _ | 
BUT they, who would have their life ex- 
empt from ſufferings; are moſt ſure to ſuffer, 
Not ſeeking whar they, ſhould, they una- 
yoidable fall upon what they ftriye to ſhun. 
The wiſdome of worldlings intheir generati- 
'on'is rather ro infli&t then commiſerate or 
be co-partners with thoſe, who ly under #h+ 
rod. of the Oppreſſour. They defrand their | 
underftandings and will of true delight, by 
tankering about meaner pleaſures, forthe 
reach" of which they carenot how they get 
upabove others trampling them down with 
the foot of inſolency and ſcorn, They att 
protid'of their refined ignorance, thar rhey 
catf ith a ſerpentine wiriding Avoid dan- 
gersandcontrive'paths of pretttit fafery to 
thenſelvs.” Brit they weiph norarighe the | 
368 F 4 ſtate 
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ſtate of hereafter, forgets g whither. thoſe 
ſmoothpaths lead, andithat their ſweets will 
end_in bitterneſs. God 7s not in all their 

' thoughts; therefore. their ways mult needs 
; ho miſery-:and ruine,/}, The fear of .God 
is_the ſole firm foundation of ſafety, /God 
himſelf- 15..the. ſuperſirx@ure. his. alone 
proveth the. impregnable bulwark of, well 


being 3 all other works of defence are but | 


bay.ſtraw and ſiuhble, which incendiary mir 
ſery's will. undoubtedly. conſume and make 
waſte of thoſe treaſures thereto. entrulted; 
So that they, whoſe labqurs and confident 
care in bearing all for Gods fake, was by theſe 
derided,: will be able to upbraid them with 
their hope and laugh at their calamity.: . This 
1s the endof; corrupt: pleaſure ; Lo/..theſe 
are the men, that made not God their 
ſtrength,  _ | . - 
.._HERE.. you fee an end of their. joy; 
a joy indeed WIng: its. beginning meerly 
in Farcy, and. which never offered it {elt. as 
ſuch without the laſhes of a corre&ing and 
prophetich, ſpirit tull at coatradiftion..;And 
{o_ do: they bid farewell to that ſweetly de- 
lighting vaxity, the iſae of a begyiled. mind 
extinguiſhed. and condemned to the Page 
of perpetual forgetfulneſs, It is firſt. deri- 
ded by its bope, afterwards forgotten by.its 


parent. 
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1 Chap I; Mercies of. Reſtanration, | 77 


parent,. . How miſerable then 1s that mind 
which hath had of theſe a numerous proge- 
ny? A great miſcheif remed ileſs to the evil. 
But the. juſt have for the production of their 
joy the- midwifry of intelligent Diſcretios ; 
which joy, though frequently at firſt it be. 
hold the Szz (of righteouſneſs) in ſhowers 
doth afteward mightily thrive under' the 
warm diſpenſation, of. his clearer beams. 
Neither is it: fuch, that the mind might rez 
ore occaſion of thankfulneſs for the pres 
criptions of an oblivious diſcharge.::.For 
the Joy, 1s ſuch asexceedeth all gther, and 
can alone give cauſe and deſire of perpetui- 


ty.This doth refreſh the memory and (ti]] be. 


getteth objetts of its renovation, God 1.that 
Pleaſure, which over-whelmeth all others. 
And our Jey in him. bindeth the memory to 
a willing diſcharge of its office, For good 
cauſe have we toremember him,the thought 
of whom ceaſing, our Joys are in a moment 


' captivated, our delights ditlolved. - Whom 


that we may the better remember all things 
make a confluence. of | repreſentments to 
mind vs how good,how gratious, how wiſe, 


how beautious, how glonous,how immente 


(and whatnot?) our God our Joy 1is,.. And 
how earth ean afford ſuch repretentments(it 


it 
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its true that we bave here buta rudeand 
flight draught of an exquiſite- and 'uncon- 
cerveable Beauty. However this he hatly 
given us thatwe might know him , chat by 
this foretaſte of him'we might be urged up- 
on molt eager and/impetuous longings for 
his All: ' He hath 'made the woy/d but the 
ſhaddow or riddle of himfelf. But it is 
nevertheleſs ahadow' which pre-acquaint- 
eth'us of a ſubſtances And a riddle it is 
which expounded, manifeſteth, aſaperlative 
excellence, and(althongh in darkned deline- 
ations)- an incomparable glory. The Sun, 
while he meaſureth out a full day to the in- 
habitants of the oppolite part of the Globe, 
by the' Moor and Stars, imparteth unto us 
fome ſcatterings of his lighr, which preſent 
| he obſcateth, both' ſupplying and excelling 
them : So doth Godimpart himſelf to us by 
the miniſtry of his ſabſtitnte creatures, that 
our underſtandings and memories'mightbe_ 
buſied with him in this his Proxy-preſents of 
glory. By this confolatory way are we lead 
'to Heaven; the Mindexercifing it felfwith 
Patience waiteth the change of theſe weak 
lamps tor the more' i»flaming light of the 
morning Sun. W hiehunril its appearance we 
anticipate by the remembrance of it promil. 
ed, by the Love of the Giver and the confi- 
de» 
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Chap."lI. Mercier of Reſt awyation. | 75 
deration 'of his preſent Gifts. By the re- 
membrance of what 1s paſt,' atid the enjoya 
_ theat of the preſent Hope conſaminateth its 
victory overfear. Weremember that what 
weſuffered portended the fruition of what 
is now in our Love exwbraces and Joy ſonnets; 
and both paſt and preſent give an 1nftght of 
the, impoſlibility- of our hopes ending in an 
an#ibilation. | | 

I'N' the mean time it is one (and not the 
leaſt ) acceſſion' to our felicaty to have 
done what'is worth the exerciſe 'of Aeme- 
77,” While we do well, we have herein 
C as well as other reſpects ) the upperhand 
of the rebel adverſaries of pood, that our 
memories are no way troubleſome in too 
too offictouſly preſenting us with paſſages 
nnacceptable. For ts them'the pleaſure is 
vaniſhed, the memory of evil adherent. It 
's to them a ſtill reiterated rack, a con. 
tinna] recidivation into miſery, an alway 
reinforced »1iſcheif , . the torment . of the 
damned preexecuted, It muft * certainly 
be for them that' the grand Archite@ of plea- 
fare Epicarus contrived ways to elude the 
memory. But the fenſe of unfortunate fin 
wilt not be quelled with the reeal of thoſe 
more lucky; nor will it admit of a mixture 
of delightful imaginations , by which it 
may 


$Y 1%, 5D py, le ” 
- > 
18 


| 65 GL 

76 - .. Reflefions on the Chap. _ 
may confound. it ſelf. . I beir.;pleaſuresins, 
terrupted: (although indeed never. real. }. 
cauſea galliſh diſreliſh, which is 'never,aly 
layed until the place ,- which conceived, 
them, be waſbed with adeluge of penitent. 
waters. But the good man, having no caule, 
to. be afraid of himſelf, doth lengthen: the. 
joy of toleration by daily Meditation, He, 
entertaineth no thoughts, but what are(not. 
only ſerene and calm, but) .of higheſt de- 
light; To-him nothing concurreth, bur, 
what-hath a true ſeaſon of joy, nothing, but. 
what ſtriketh him into #ha»kfulneſs and ad-. 
miration of the Divine Glel He think. 


eth of nothing, as to himſelf, without. God,, 
whoſe myltiplied 'benefitshe now findeth, 
to have ſurrounded and advanced him t9 
what he is, i God's light ſeeing light; for God 
baving been alwayes good, hath to his fors+, 
mer goodneſs added this to lift wp the light 
of his goodneſs upon him.. God hath run 
through his whole life with him, and-pre- 
vented him with the bleſſing of goodneſs , the 
remembrance whereof. reneweth him, and 
maketh him greater in knowledge and con- 
templation. So doth he make a reſurre@&;- 
on of paſt favours , and by the .benehit of 
Multiplications Arithmetick encreaſeth and 
enjoyeth them over and'over. By, this fa- 
| | culty 
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culty of recoll<@ton' he hath the benefit. 
both of whar is and 'what was; nay more 
truly of what is by remembring what was. 
The conlideration of God's mitaculous mer- 
cy in his proteCtion of him under immi- 


nent dangers, and amidſt dayly emergent 


calamities, afforderth him pleaſures agreea- 
ble 3 reviewing labours paſt 'he admireth 
the inacceſſible magnitude of that ttrcngth, 
which led him through them, and 'moſt: 
gratefullyextolleth the Authokr. He rememe 
breth' paſt troubles notwith'an © nee but 


gladſome mind, and is a' patient, whone- 


ver thinketh of his recovery without grate- 
ful acknowledgments of his Fhyſkcian. Ef 
capes. from inconveniences pofleſs us moſt 
with delight, Ir is an exccflive pleafure 
to us to run over the ſtories of our Pil1- 
priwages, and we are raviſhed with re- 
carfals of paſt dangers, even thoſe moit 
terrible when preſent 3 old age cxulteth 
in nothing more , nothing more reviveth' 
the aged or putteth approaching death fur- 
ther back. We glory in our lucky mif- 
fortunes, in our continuance unchangeable 
amidſt continuing viciſhtudes, in, all our 
preſervations, but more abundantly in the 
Preſerver. Good deeds are his work, and 
cauſe neither fear nor ſhame, they leaveno' 
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nay. they,go not. 'out / at all, for wemory 


retriveth.them. - They are gratefui both. 


to. our ſelves: and others, and, live {tzll-in 
both. | Whatever | betideth us. without, 
they preſerve peace within, and at Iaſi res 
ſtore it without too. '. However 1n- the 
meantime to. their. Authoxrs- they give va« 
cation, and make his /zfe. a continued. Her; 
ly-day. Never was the remembrance-of / a 
god action 2a grief to any, the moſt wick» 
ed man. It  appeareth wm aſinful perſog 
like agloworme, in the way jna cold night; 
it. ſhineth, although. it giveth no heat; 


the ſight is pleaſing, although. it afford no. 


light. ... But atruly prafticed piety maketh, 
' It all 2ay within, and enliveneth us with 
 « celeſtial fire, .. It fruſtrateth the malice of 
fortune, and out, Jiveth death; ſo that it 
neither feeleth the one nor feareth the. o- 
ther, It foreſtaleth misfortune by a pre- 
occupation of the weworg, which it employ- 
eth in contenting repreſentatives s It wear- 
eth_ out trouble, and conveyeth us paſt 
death whileſt, living, by an. aſſurance that 
we ſhall live beyond it. When weare in 
our Graves, that, although 'unburied, go- 
eth with us ſtill, it being the onely. peace«. 
able poſle{tion of both liviag and dead. So 


they 
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" they, whoſe virtues have been approved 
by durance, and have eſcaped through-the 
ſurges of temptations...unwracked, have 
the greateſt titles both to fame and felrc;- 
ty + and when they ate pleaſed to reflect 
upon, them can redouble them, make them 
inſtead, of 4 paſt miſery a preſent benefit. 
ALL this7oy our mrexory worketh,for us; 
and this in confideratian of God's avercy, 
But his jyftzce ſhall do as niuch , and his 
Providence to0 in the, government of all 
things. When we call 'to mind the revoJu- 
tions of things paſt in the World, and the 
varieties, which go tothe compolure of it, 
we look up to that Wi/dom, which hath 
contrived and direCted them to their ſeve- 
ral ends with a juſt admiration of hisſage 
diſpoſals, with as juſt a condemnation of 
thoſe feigned fopperies of Chance and Fate, 
We may then find and know that all things 
happen by his ſacred. permiſſion and will, 
which as it delighted us inthe ſufferance, {o 
much more now in freer diſpenſation of 
ſweets reſembling the celeſtial, Ofall changes 
we.may-in much meaſure ſee and recount 
the reaſons the books of divine Providence 
being open.unto us. We may, among other 
things 1nnumerable, ſee there recorded the 
proſperity of the wicked and their confuſion, 
ane: 
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beadlong to deſtru@ion. The juſt are al 


way under the tuition of his fatherly | 
ez2, although inall worldly ſenſe caſt out of 
his favour : the wickedeven in his proſperity | 


1s but heaping up the3zcendiary coals of his 
own — we, and r#inze, Although he 
look like one of Pharoahs mote proveable 
herd fat and fair, it is but to fall into an 
unſatiable gxlph. Providence is belt com. 


mended at laſt, Happy he, whoſe care for 
the. prefent did never 'put (top to the hope. 


of his future well being: for the righteous 


ſhall ſee the vengeance and rejoyce, nay, he 
ſhall alſo delight himſelf in the abundance of | 
peace, - The fore knowledge of God's pro-' 


©idence proveth Afemories darling, and 


Hype. not fruſtrated, though dead by fruir 


tion, 1s revived by recoll:Fion. 


WHO ſhould relate this to the World 


bur we, whoſe Hope have increafed by im- - 


probabilities and have outlived themſelves? 
Our ſeed commirted to the earth. and lying 


out their winter. under variety of afflicting | - 


weather have met with their 'ſpring, that 
aſter the confirmation of their roots. the 


tops may have their flouriſhing and ripen-' 


ing ſeafons, We, who have half an age 
lived 


Chap. II. | 
' and admire God's wiſdome, who ſetreththew : | 
in Slippery places to of them down 


Mg oe an 6 A rate 2 : 


b — J 42 Mercies of 1 Reflanration. 5, T 


F lived under the oppreſſion of continued” #« 
7 ferpations, thay now at length, when onr 
Fw» is by divine providence, mounted to. 
* an higher both degree and ſtrength, ſhoot 

forth into a timely viridity 3 and throngh 

his ſeaſonable and powerful operations of 
heat may be preſerved | and-  perteCt. 

& for the divine . huchandmans - both 

lory and delight, Wehave not onely out- 
five our durance, but its impoſers too z 
and through God's bleffing our confidence 
and deeds ſhall in future ages have a plea. 
ling and .odoriferous' acceptance, when 
their names ſhall ſtink ii the noſtrils'of 
all men, yea, even their wn Very. #nſtrx. 
went and adherents, Each man ſhall eat 
| thefruit of his own labour, and his deeds 

likewiſe /dall follow hivs. OF which harveſt y 

none can be bereaft, for every man's tranſaCt- * 
ed life pleadeth for him his merit, 7 Shy | 
eth his due in deſpight of whatſoever ob - 
liridtions. As God is not mocked, we are 
#ot deceived. But they, whoin our dayes 
lowillfully deceived themſelves by endeax 
Youring to #2ock God, which way can they 
now (as they were wont) Cry up the truth 
of their Religion, and the reality of their 
| intentions by the ſncceſleful ever of their 

«FHiors? their own arguments heretofore 
G fram- 


1 
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” famed 3 in Ie If defence, were call 
,wont>to prove. their. {| ealtM us 
-onely. excepted,” Time. and | Provident 
+Gthoſe ncer treindsto truth-ſceking; Reg en) 2» 

have alſo. diveſted them; of this fraud ont < 

\pall,, and, made naked to their ſhame th def 
jGed' ſecrets of . their, diabplical praQilgh.\ 1 

never axdered the” courſe of worldly al 
pine foduedtly towards the: rightea of 


Rs on, asthat it. never deviated | 67 
* Sethe i £06 edn in ths ating, alwaig no 
4 es ec. God.doth. ;not -alwaies one wi 
bis. plealge with his immediate "EN F| > 
: ther r ficgenly ANC þfhe Pens or. 


Frog ion Water. 
"his bleflt Ori "an eq all 
g00d: and; evil, Which \gave a ſermblaney cop 
#7 as ithe fhould, favour corruption and. 4 
- as, much as: w7rtze; and. honeſty. ut | 
" knew if '7:7txe-(hould be, able to engit 
. to her. ſelf the whole ſtone of the.:C ool 1s 
. mon bleflings . of wealh.and, worldly (ff 
tent, (he would be more conrted an 
cd for the trainſhe beareth after her, th | 
* for the proper eſteem due to. her. wa ( 
and bequiy. We daily ſce. that viley 1 thy 
.;:may. be "ſucceſſe eful. Theives may oppi8 þf 
»boneſt travellers, Or an avaritions eye bo 
; af 
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the Kingdomes peace had for their chan} 
'of ſandity, by which they would appex 
White and inndcent in the Vulgar eye 
*chicfly this,of ſucceſs. Burt their fall from 
their” aſpired altitudes maketh our accls 
marions avd "triumphs to be heagd at d; 
Nance, inviting others to participate of out 
J&9.5 *Fheir *dejeftion, either head-long 
from the degrees preſumpruouſly aſcend: 
ee, or /penitential)y to a fincere obedient 
from a wock, devotion, could alone hat 
beeti the mcans to raiſe our beloved Sim 
our of her aſhes, © 'Chough the firſt hap 
pened, td be the means, the latter was moſt 
in our wiſhes, ' For my ſincere thonght 
are-that we ought not to' glory or Joy 
their puniſhments, o much as to pity thei 
Obſtinacy, whoſe hearts we find compoſel 
of 'imtitigable bitterneſs, Onr long cap py 
tivated. Church retaineth that diſcipline if no 
her renewed proſperity ſo far to love bu Ju 
ewemies,.as to. wiſh them, who have. {0 
thorns in. ber ſides, to become members i} ed 
her body, and coheirs of her felicity, What qu 
loever joy ſhe conceiveth from the meman] ſei, 
of God s enabling her to the piGory of p6} no 
zience, when: theſe perſecuted her, ſhe'#} gb 
lteemeth not ample enough 'fo long as thitt W 
godly ſorrow" of repentance prepareth A it 
then 
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i} them a meet ;habitation. for 1rze joyes I8- 
if ception; For although:God ( whoſe nuke! 1 
1 ſha! therefore be alway. in.my heart and 
if tongue ) harb turned. again. the captivity of 
bf bir people a3the ſireams of the <onth., and 
q hath built his Church as upon Mount Sion, 
th which cannot be removed ; yet our joy 15 in 
aſort deficient by the .want _ of ſo many 
members torne away from her, and one 
th part of her body becomeas it were impo- 
t tent; ſomany perſons, the, work of. God's 
" fingers, for whom Chriſ#s molt ſacred body 
þ was pierced and his Blood ſhed, either pe- 
riſhed or under eminent danger of it. But 
then what was wanting was made up by 
the remewbrance that Gods long offered 
mercy, being by theſe refuſed and his grace 
turned into wantonneſs, they are deſervedly 
puniſhed in their obduratencſs. We can- 
not but rejoycingly contemplate his awtul 
Juſtice in permitting thoſe, who have had 
[0 great a ſhare, and hands ſo,deeply ſtain- 
off ed withthe 2nnocezt Blood of perſons of all 
FF qualities and conditions, with ſtxpified con- 
ſciences to run on the courſe they began, 
not liſting to him, who recalleth, God s 
glory is inceſlantly . the juſt man's bliſs, 
Which way ſoever it pleaſeth him to work 
it becometh a ſmiling ſpeftator, And 
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86 RefleFFions onthe © OChav.1l; 
his ſeveral wayes he hath to glorifie himſelf 
In bringing to paſs theſe certainties, that 
the patient abiding of the Meek ſhall nt 
alway be forgotten 3, that God will avenge 
his one Ele, which cry unto him day aud 
ieht, though he bear long with them, tothe] co 
end that proſperoxs Villany may hever ceaſe} be 
to fear, nor calamitows Virtue to erect it ſell} er! 
toa juſt Hope, © | 2F ra 

AND now the time looked back upon} aft 
ſeemeth not long, becauſe at laſt our Seige} to 
is raiſed, we relezved,and our confidence mag-F rel 
nified, Hope 1s aſweet companion, which | iff 
with much validity conveyeth us out of the gr: 
ruines of onr times and unawares thruſteth} ev 
us paſt fear of danger. We have as it were ct: 
ſlept and dreamed out the ſadneſs of out} ap 
paſt time3 but our eyes are open to the blel- 
ſings of ourpreſent life, which by an evan-J tin 
gelical liberty reſtored becometh the glad} ſh 
ſome vigil of that everlaſting Holy-day inf cet 
Heaves, Much may it ſtrengthen our Hope} zat 
of Heaven that God hath reſtored unto us the} hat 
uncontroulable uſe of his Courts and Houſe, } ha! 
whether we may reſort in companies and} aft 
with notes proper to our thankſgiving ſo-} to 
lemnities celebrate this feſtival the prece| nel 
dent of ' our ſtill - hoped for pure, bright, | rit 
glorious, and never ending day of ron Cat 
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pray for encreaſe of pious Aſſociates, who. 


: Chap. 11. | Mercies of Reftauration. 87 * 


' Much-may we be etiabled andenclined to © 


may with us bleſs and magnifie the Supreaz .. 


and ſole Ranſome-of our lives and Hberties; 
Much may our” Mother, rejoyce- in the res 
covery of ſuch reduced'members as were 
before alienated from her txition and pow- 
erfal benedifions, whether wilfully, tpho- 


rantly or cowardly ; And for ever here-' 


after may Diſcord receding conbne it. ſelf”. 


to that Stygian rabble of 1treconcerveable 


" rebellion, whoſe invention and ſucceſs eſs 


iſſue it is moſt properly termed. So ſhall 


| graceful Yirtze have flouriſhing pavilions in 


every heart » and (each man being conſe- 
crated a new) Paradiſe be no more one, but 
aplurality, 

NOW let us compare them and diſ- 
tinguiſh Joyes, He who with Ermine curio- 
ſity bath preſerved himſelf clean and inno - 
cent, though he rhereby incurred the ha- 


zards of lite, having eſcaped-all dangers, - 


hatha more through'paced Joy then he, who 
hath run through any whatſoever dirty 


ations either to defer an empty fright, and 
to entertain a crackt and nnſeem]y happt-, 


nels, The one now looks upon his proſpe- 
rity as the ſpoils of viFory, and his own be- 
cauſe he ſerved for it; the other laugheth 
G 4 but 


58. RefleFions on the Chap. Ir” 
but as it were for company with a fainty. 


lence of pleaſure, and is either in his heart 
looking another way (as before)upon more 
ſenſual pleaſures, or bethinking himſelf how 
and where to pour out the.tears of his ma- 
cerating and envious grief. Now he that 
doth any thing: to obtain his'Exds or ſecute 
w2 fears, propoſeth to himſelfa joy,yet doth 

ut, f 


-—Propter vitam vivendi pendere cauſa. 


BUT itisrequilite that I vindicate proſe 
perity and extol it now, although | before 
condemned it, Yet neither did I diſcom- 
mend this now indiſcourſe, nor canl bein- 
duced to praiſe that before condemned. Ay 
for that proſperity, which | betore ſaid tobe 
the Souls canker, it was ſuch as fomented nas 
tures too too violent inclinations to vitious 
contentments, and incited man to the un- 
manaing himſelf, According as proſperity 
giveth joy, l either acquit or condemn it, 
It in our Joy of Reſtanration any depreſleth 
his Soxl with meer temporals and debarreth 
it the privitedge of aſcent into the preſence 
of the compaſlionate Reſtorer, what doth he 
but rez#thral. himſelf and torment his joy * 
If the uſe ofthe gifts brought in with peace 
be more frequent then of peace continuing 
; af \ gratitude 
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| gratitude, the man thus uſing them doth at 
| the moſt (and that too not without checks) 
>| rejoyce but to halveszhis diviner part is both 
; 


hindred of her flight and blinded from her 
' Jy. The temptaticns of illuding vanities 
grow more andmoreimportinate,and they, 
| circumventing the man,nurſe him up(as if in 
|| (true pleaſures) in unſeen miſeries & conjure 
him to an ignominiou>{lavery. He embrac. 
eth rotten deformities, and uſcth means with 
expedition to unbind the contignations, 
| andletfall into irreparable ruine the plai- 
'| ftered pieceof mortality. So doth profpe- 
| rity become his Scourge, becauſe he, incon- 
tempt or neglect of God's glorious ſervice, 
becometh the Worlds ſlave. Or again, if 
we have too able memories to recolleCt the 
ſurreptions and loſſes ſuſtained in the late 
barbarous broiles, atid becauſe theſe breach» 
es a1e not made up, to charge our hearts 
with repinings intermixed with joy, what 
do we but make uſe of our ſtrongeſt faculti- 
es tocheat ourſelves? We are to look for- 
, ward to what is to come, nay, to conlider 
what advantages we have in the happy Re+» 
ſtauration of King and Church. Many (it is 
true)are the inſidnows baits laid for us every 
where and way 3 but while God is our chief 
delire proſperity helpeth, nor faileth us. 
| Thercfore 
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wonderfully: for' the heightening of their 


Joy. "None but adiſtempered/palate think-= 
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Therefore to'thoſe, who conftantly behold: | | 
Gods will as their moſt defireable pleaſure,' | 
the good wrought in fach varieties maketh: 


eth bitter ſweet.and ſweet bitter.for a ſound: |. - 


body hath a'diſtinguiſhing gult:So ſincerity: 
of Religion giveth ſound judgement for the' 
ele&ti>n of the moſt ſavory delights,the Sum! 
whercof is God, the particulars whatſoever. 
perſeverance in Love promoteth- to the: 


unde1ſtanding. 


NOW that proſperity at all proveth ob- 
noxious to future c{1contents by too tgos' 


indulgent ſupplies of luxurious apperites, 1s 
no fault of the times, but of the perſons, 
who cannot learn to behold the beanteous 
bleflings of God with chaſt and temperate 
eyes. Neither is the ſubſervient and ready 
good an exculive plea, for immoderate el- 
ther luſt or uſe, nor given otherwiſe then for 
a puniſhment to ſuch unreſtrained wills.It is 
true that there 1s more danger in an exalted 


{tate of lite, then in a deprefied, becaule , 


more privy temptations, more publick 
ones,but then care is the more commenda- 
ble,ard likewiſere fiſtance is the more gloris 
ous when the aſſault is feirceſt, They then, 
who were frighted nearer Ged, and tarther 


of 
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\ do Weuſe theſe benefits arighr, 
and thus uſing them ſhall we duely remem- 
ber the greatneſs of the.ſuccour affordec by 
them, when time would wipe away the 
tract and obliteratethe legend. Thus ufin 

them do weenl: rge our Joy in Nos vena 
our Joy in the Author is thereby perpetuated, 
The greateſt and ſincereſt of pleafures (as 
direftly in reference to things of this life) 
Is fo bear and forbear, Temporal things 
coming ſuddenly to their height do ſud- 
denly decreaſe 3 and the benefits of this 
life too greedily taken and uſed, ceaſe to 
be benefits after one full enjoyment of 
them : onely moderation ( with reference 
to God ) lengtheneth them and preſerveth 
the joy: of them entire. © They areſo made 
to reach from earth to heaven, and the jo 
O 


92 . RefleFions on the Chap,Il, 
of our ſpax-long life is ſpun ont into: a 
glorious thred of immortallity. 

' . SEE now how farr our confidence hath 
carried us. The prayers of Faith have 
wreſtled and prevailed with God for this 
return of peace to his Church and this 
Realme. A pious boldneſs in asking any 
thing of God, and reſolution in denying a- 
ny thing to onr ſelves for. his ſake, will 
procure a more proſperous advancement fox 
us than this, even an exaltation above tem- 
poral to eternal reF7 and peace, Amen. 


Pg - 


() Lord, thou haſt been favourable to this 
thy Land in Redeeming thy people 
from captivity; thou haſt forgiven our ini- 
quitics , and covered our paſt ſins + thou 
baſt taken away thy wrath and txrned thy 
felf from the fierceneſs of thine anger. 

Therefore our meditation of thee ſhall be 

ſweet, becauſe thy ſalvation is nigh them that 
bope in thee, that glory may dwell in our land. 

Thou haſt remembred thy mercy and truth 
towards thine Iſrael, and the ends of the 
World have ſeen thy ſalvation, O righteous 
God. 

Truely thou art good Fo ſuch 45 are of a clean 
heart; but we had well nigh committed folly 
againſt thee in being enviogs at the proſperity 

| of 
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of the wicked, wben we ſaw the Tabernacles 
of Robbers proſſer, and that they were en- 
compaſſed with Worldly happineſs round a- 
bout. 

But at laſt when we drew neer to the 
refuge of thy word, and conſidered the Wife 
dome of thy diſpoſals we were taught not 
to condemn our own lot , neither e 
theirs : For we underſtood deſiru@ion fo 
be nigh their habitations, and ready to re- 
ceive them. 

Bnt thy Servants are alway with, theſe 3 
thou upboldeſt them with thy Right Hand. 

Thou ſhalt guide us with thy counſel, 
and afterwards receive us to Glory. 

Thou ſhalt encreaſe our greatneſs, and 
comfort #s on every ſide; ſo that our lips 
ſtall greatly rejoyce when we ſing unto thee 
and our ſouls alſo,which thou haſt wonderfully 
redeemed. | 

Let this be written in our hearts. and 
likewiſe engraven in the rock for ever 
for poſterities ſake, that the generations to 
come may know it, and the people, which 
ſhall be created, may praiſe thy name, who 
looked jt down from the beight of thy San- 
Frary to hear the groaning of \the priſoners 
—y preſerve the multitudes of the affli@®- 
ed. 
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Ge Aeon ontle Chap: 
ll the mpright ſhed. rejoxee, for the | 
zave feer. the vengeance, and ſball boaſtingly | 
= Perily the re #5 a reward for the righ- 
tecus. | 

* \Thot haſt proved us and tried us as flver | 
* tried , Thou cauſed (t wen to. ride over 
our heads; we went through fire end water; 
on thon- haſt brought #4 out. into a wealthy 

Ce. 

21 We long fat by. the. way fide mourn: 
ing” for the Ark of God, catching at «l | 
'f., which might noiriſh Hope. 
7.\we. underſtood, and now confeſs. - 
peer, who haft brought it out of the houſe 
CD agon. , A 
it's. well for. ws that we have been 
fied. 'Net aſſuredly, if thou hadſt not 
been. qn our fide, when malitions men 
fo up in fury, againſt us, they had even 
walowed ws up quick. 

Gut (praiſed be thy name, our favour 
and Defence.) our foot is eſcaped out of the 
ſnare of the fowler the ſnare is broken and 
we.are delivered. 

What are we that thou haſt thus mag- 
rified us, and heard our prayers conti» 
uually, importuning theſe to. ariſe and. to. 

e mercy .upor Sion? How great are 


Ls — Kindneſſes and Mercies, who 
Conte 
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tonſdered [t. that the time to fatonr ber , 
ener the (et time was come. Fs 
. 4ndnow thou haſt ſet thy Tabernacle in Sie 
lem, that Righteouſneſs and Peace might kiſs 
each other, ra 

Therefore .unto thee do we give thanks, 0 
Lord, uuto thee do we give thanks, far that 
thy name is near, thy wondrous works de- 
clare. | 

Let our taouth be filled with thy praiſe and 
honour continually; and be thou exalted, 0 
God, above the Heavens, let thy glory be as 
bove all the earth. 

And now, 0 Lord, I beſeech thee remember 
me, thine unworthy Servant, with the favour 
that thou beareft unto thy people, and vi- 


fit me with thy Salvation, that I may 
ſee the good of thy Choſen all my days, 


and rejoyce--in the gladneſs of thy peo 
ple , that 1 may Glory with thine inheri- 
tance. 

Make all thine glad according to the 
days wherein they have been afflided, and the 
yeers wherein they bave ſuffered adverſity , 
that the beauty of the Lord God may reſt upon 

So ſhall we not go back ſromthy precepts, 
but devote our ſelves to fear thy name » ſo 
ſhall we be eſtabliſhed in the way that is right, 


an 
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and make known'thy faithfulneſs to the great 
Congregation, : 

Bleſſed be the Lord our God, who alone doth 
wondrous works ; and bleſſed be his glorious 
name for ever and ever, and let the whole 
Earth be filled with his glory. Amen, 
Amen. 


p 


Our Father which art in Heaven,&c. 


CHAP. III 


Refletions . upon particular. benefits 0b- 
tained by his MajeSties happy Re- 
', FUYA. | 


FN2d 1s alway a ready help, but more 
'$ eſpecially at time of need. Our 
own induſtry is but a blunt ſtupidity 
(take it in the moſt refined abilities) with. 
out his exhibited aid, Our neceflitics 
would be more urgent upon us then our 
wills could be aCtive for us, ſhould our 
beſt ſubterfuge from danger be our own 
meer contrivance. But God is ever preſent ; 
| yet more ſenſibly in the time of greateſt 
neceſſity, when he ſeemingly hath abſent» 
e&d himſelf, He ſeemeth not preſent, when 
necelſty 1s abſent, becauſe but remiſsly in= 
vocated. Intime of need prayers are our 
refuge, till our deſired S»pply cometh, who 
ſometimes anſwereth our expeCtations ſoon- 
er, ſometimes later, according as we ei- 
ther pray, or he ſeeth expedient. He 
doth frequently delay until our preſſures 


| grow almoſt too too weighty ,- and then 
he 


ot RKefie@ions upo » particular Chap. It. 


he becometh a ſpeedy and powerful Deh 
verer. Indeed the ſordid ingratitude of 
man taketh notice ofno deliverance, but 
ſuch as 1s miraculous, and fe)dome much 
of that, after the wonder and need are 


both over $ ſo-far is God from our hearts 


although alway preſent in our enjoymenty, 
they being his liberallities, And in & 
gard of our (light eſteem of the more 
common favours, God doth ſufter our 

acknowledgments to be ſharpehied by t 

want of thoſe his bleſſings ſometimes uw 
dervalued, and that ſuch want as ma 
make us ſuficiently to remember evenour 
dayes of forgetfulneſs, Then, when out 


crooked diſpolitions are ſet ſtraight and 
upright , we have leifure enough to 
bemoan our ſelves and: lament our pal 
vileneſs, but ſcarce wiſedome to forele 


our eſcape from the quickſands of tho 


perplexities, which we have no reaſont) 
deem other then inevitable. Nevertheleh 


(uccour cometh borne upon the wings 


Providence, aud quaſheth Tirannizing fei 
in the mid(t of its ſurprizals. More the 
to aſentenced ſyfſerer in the very nick d 
time a letter of reprieve, or an hand of heh 
to alinking- and ſoul expiring perſon,” W 
our deliverance gratious becauſe me 


1% 


"Clap. Ill, Benefits obtained by bis, Bc. 99 
improbable , nay very miraculous. . The 
commonneſs of our calamity was before our 
T—_—_— fo- neer was the fatal 

ife to the thred of our hopes. But 
it is never. too late for God to put a ftop 
to the proceedure of malicious practices, 

He findeth not any time paſt, or any thin 

difficult, . What tro humane detain 

ing may ſeem an impudent neglect, becom- 
eth to him a well {lighted occaſion, and 
our beſt time! is not-alwaies his. Provi- 
dence hath its fulneſs of time, which ( let. 
van-never fo impatiently labour to haſten 


” TY. wr | Cm —wogry, oo 


'”" -  ""'"_- > 44 


| 

| KY will not be prevented nor deferred.-: 
x} Witneſs this our former expectations, and. 
«} our preſent acknowledgements , which 
of praiſe God for his wiſe and ſucceſleful des 


=> 


layes. Indue time God gave us.a Moſes, a 
Princes, a Rnler, and a Lawgiver, under 
whoſe condudt we have been led out- of 
more then an Egyptian flavery. We have 
loſt nothing by our. hope _ deferred, 
the length of time being well ſupplied by 
the perfe&tion of. our Bleſſing 3 a moſt gra- 
tious Prince, and Wwe hope that what time 
was wanting to him and ns, in. his defired 
reigne over us, may. in the felicity of many 
enſgeing years be returned to him as an ad- 
ditional Crowz , to_ us anehicreaſe of joy. 
' Hao And 
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. AND ofthis his calm return givethyy 
an extraordinary aſſurance. He atiordeth 
us by the ſerenity of his demeanour a large 
proſpe& of felicity, if our wayward - pers 
wverſeneſs (like the never. contented 7/9el: 
;tes) change not the bleflings deſigned us by 
his miniſtry into plagues and curſes. We haye 
ſeen his forgiving nature abhorring ſuch 
crimſon pleaſures as are more ſanguinary 
then neceſlary for Gods glory. Innocence 


conduted him a nearer way home the 


toſwimthrough-a ſea of blood. He though 
it not good to- return the ſame way , by 
which his enemies forced him to depart, 
God, who uſeth to win by torbearance, 


and delighteth not ſo much as 7» the death} 


a Sinner , was his Pilot and brought 
im home to the harbour of reſt by peact: 
able defires. He would have civil diſlen: 
tions and fraternal jarres ceaſe , and: that 
we hear not hoſtile* and diſtracting 
Alarms, but onely ſuch harmleſs claſhing 
as delight and recreate; that by our exer: 
ciſe and union we may the better relilt 
forreigne contrivances and attempts. 
HOW. truely Golde» would our 4g: 
haye been had. this rare patern found an 
univerſal obſervation, had real peace and 
Joy met with a free acceſs into every hea 
as Ot 


Chap. III. Benefits abtained by his, &c, 'ron 
But it doth not a little interrupt our rejoyc- 
ing that many harbouring unquiet thoughts 
do prepare War againlt themſelves. A 
little gall marreth a great quantity of de- 
licate wine, and a few dead flies cauſe 
the Apothecaries precious ozntments to give 
a ſtinking ſent: So doth a little of the 
leaven of diſaffeCtion in ſome few give fre. 
quent repulſes to our copious and atti ve 
joy, while we are forced to mix ſupplicati- 
ons with thankſgivings, and commonly to 
ſigh for their miſeries in the midſt of our 
own triumphs over miſery, | 
I T is{trange that the Divine Providence, 
which i]|uminateth moſt, ſhould blind any. 
Bnt if deformed and vitious Souls turn 
things ſacred into fin, and wholſome re- 
medies into the nature of their own diſtem- 
pers, God's Grace 1s nevertheleſs wonder- 
ful. JF the wicled man poyſoneth his ax- 
tidotes, and maketh himſeif worſe by the 
receipt of them, the fault is not in her 
Phyſitian. Although the Atheiſt forceth 
his will to obſtetricate to ſenſuality, con- 
juring to ſilence all thoughts of a God, God 
recedeth not, neither is the more abſent, 
but filleth the World with the brightnels 
of hisglory. The perverſe fool may term 
Providence, Chance, but yet adviſing with 
H 3 even 
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even his own reaſon, he may confute him. 
ſelf. However we know who it 1s, that pro» 
duceth Sublime and excellent things out of 
indiſpoſed materials. We know that our | *” 
preſent promotion came neither from the Eif c 
207 from the Weſt, blown by accidentiary x 
winds, but it was God's finger >. he 3s. Judge, f 
ſetting up the right and deprefling the | ' 
wrong, Let whatſoever adverſary read 
himſelf thoſe looſe lectures, which his h 
heart onely ſuperficially entertaineth ; yet Fy 
no Diabolical Subtilty can withſtind tho Ji 
quick lightnings, which God's powerful 
works do dart upon his conſcience. Andj | 
know he muſt, that whereas he would bribe ” 


his, izternal witneſs and judge, he doth but of 
the ſame as he, that would retrive river} cif 
back to their Fountains, and chain up the W- 
winds: in an imperious Den or Caſtle ; fo WF, 
impoſſible it is to confound that habitatioſ ,, 
of equal Juſtice, where nothing is pervert} 


cd, Our Kizge many and Miraculous delrf "A 
verances from molt eminent dangers, and "1M 
the thred of his life interwoven with due} 
rance and protection, may in all reaſon {if nf 
lence the parlour Sermocinatours of rebel} 


lions They all know (and ſome confeh)| - 
whoſe work both preſervation and Reſtav| a 


ration is; yet they retain a certain inflexibl 
ſtiffneb 


| 
| 
| 
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ſtiffeneſs, God mult be beholding to them 
for a certificate of approbation , or the 
work ſhall] be none of his. Nay, if the 
preſerved. King and grateful people ſatisfie 
not their exorbitant luſts before the will 
of the great Preſerver, they will attempt 
the undoing of what God hath done, as 
if aiming at the annihilation of his pow- 
cr. 

BUT their powers and wills are not in 
the ſame conliſtory, being as far divided, 
ſo unequally active. And he, who now 
diſablerh, did formerly diſappoint, They, 
who formerly endeavoured the fruſtrating 
of Providence, were their own puniſhments 
in many fruitleſs attempts,but now they are, 
eſpecially by neccſlit y of forbearance of aft- 
Ing that, which in will hath been long ſince 
perctuated, 

HOWEVER let them do and think 
waat they will, experience teacheth the us 
truth of this, That althongh hand 10J2 7H 
band the wicked ſhall not be unjuniſhed 
but the ſeed of the righteous ſhall be deli- 
vered, That the later is performed is pu - 
niſhment for ſome onely to behold, who 
are (beſides their ſin) more miſerable then 
any, as being: the peeviſh Authors of their 
own: fuficrings. Therack of exvy-in their 


H 4 food 


food the juyce of gall their Drink, ſeeing 
their Ambition cannot Mount them on borks 
back , ' while Princes walk on foot. But 
while we enjoy our innocent deſires, may 
they long live and wiſh and hope; yet never 
obtain, until their wiſhes ceaſe to be ma- 
lignant and fixed npon the bloody ruines 
of Kings and Kingdomes. Such red lines 
are they deſirous to draw in their Calender, 
as Holy day marks, that we may jultly 


thank God who hath ſer his King upon bit | 


high places, and withal curbeth their viru- 
lent and fierce inclinations, ſo that he hath 
his enemies objeas of deriſton, yet one en: 
tire motive to compaſſion, 
ABUNDANTLY and moſt deſerv. 
edly may we thank God for this -&um 
of mercies, A King, From each of God's 
mercies flow ſo many rivulets, as there are 
perſons to enjoy it, or that is hours to be 
enjoyed ; But this is a Afercy containing in- 
numerable of the greateſt. The free uſe 
of trxe Religion is one inexplicably, Which 
that each perſon may apprehend, let him 


with calm and ſerene thoughts quiet thoſe 


tumultuous waves within him toffing his 
affettions to and fro at will. Then may he 
with an inquiſitive devotion look 1ato our 
ſacred Miſteries, and return to, himſelfe 

F charmed 
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charmed ont of all crooked prejudice by 
their nobie blandiſhments and pleaſures. 
\Adde we to the ornament of this bleſſing 
the mercy of uniteing Peace , which he 
that defireth not, deſerveth ro be ſubſers 
vient to ſhame and miſery, and juſtly me- 
riteth our wiſhes, that his own ,peace one- 
ly he may ſacrifice to his fury until his 
temper by ſuffering becometh pacificatory. 
The magnanimous Chriſtian, who mindeth 


- the general good more then his own par. 


ticular intereſt, findeth himſelf there ſafeſt, 
where none fear, and maketh his chief 24a». 
fien to be his Houſe, who taketh pleaſure 
in ſeeing brethren dwell together in unity, 
But this bleſſing without our King was 
not to be hoped for. The Crown and 
Crown properties fit neither commendably 
nor quietly upon any head and ſhoultlers 
but the right. Beſides ( for God doth ex- 
traordinarily affiſt thoſe, to whom he 
piveth the ſacred Prerogative) they are too 
weighty to fit long on any wrong head or 
ſhoulders without a downfal or removal. 


| Either of which happening #he ſip of ſtate 


falleth in peices, the compoſure of which 
will never be effected by ſuch crofle-byal- 
ſed affections as (at ſuch a time ) common- 


ly approach to the management of the 
| work 


——_————  — 


work. So while n many contend for r the 


Maſter ſhip, all is loſt. And in ſuch com. 
buſtions, where ſome hope and moſt fear, | 


there is onely laughing work for forriegn 
ſpeRators. But this evil is removed when 
the right hand holdeth the ſword of fo  ſtice, 
when he, who onely ought, bearcth ſway 
and juſtly requireth Obedience in all, 

' W HA T happineſs I here ſpeak of in our 
enjoyment of him, our Sovereigns titles 
foreſpeak unto us in theſe words, King and 


defender of the Faith. There needeth no 


more commendations of the firſt then are- | 


view of the paſt times, which were moſt 
fad, diſmal and utterly obſcure for want of 
this radiant Luminary. The Prince of dark: 
eſs then keep his feſtivals, and (prompt- 
ed thereto by him) every man did that, 
which was right in his own ezes, Thecon- 
trary goods hoped for and to be effected 
by tac power of the Regal preſence , may 
juſtly multiply ſuffrages 1n ics election and 
eſteem. Accordingly we have known the 


joy, and heard the acclamatians of the peo- | 
ple at our Kings returnz A yolce grown | 


much Jouder 1n twenty years ſpace. A 
Prince wiſely eminent 1s the expreſs image 
of God uponearth, The loſs of ſuch an 
one therefore could be no leſs then an un- 
hap?) 
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happy dejecion into Cymerian darkneſs, 


| which tyranically uſurped a Soveraignty 


over our benighted ſouls. But violeyce 
in the extreames being lealt durable, the 


glorious beames of Kingly ſplendour have 


vitoriouſly diſperſed thoſe thick miſts and 
obſcuring vapoursz and our: languiſhing 
ſpirits are revived by the bright rayes of 
his (ſo much longed for) preſence. The 
happineſs to'be found under regal govern. 
- ment is amply manifeſted. by the events 
of the contrary. Our own memory may 
ſerve inſtead of reaſons, , Bur among ſome 


commendations of it God”s own words are 


expreſs and highly obſervable, They ſhall 
ſay, we have n# Kng, becauſe we feared not 
the Lord; where the cauſe of deprivation 
was the Kingdomes ſin, and a Kings abſence 
the Nations plague. And as to our ſclves 
we had long been lick of, and deſperately 
groaning under the miſeries of a changed 
and ſtill changing ſtate, but remembring our 
ſelves deſervedly puniſhed as privy to our 
6wn diſtempers, when ſometimes we llight- 
ed God's favours at fach time as we were 
full of them, conveyed to us through this 
Golden Conduit ; we did bear it as we 
might, but do now mightily rejoyce at 
Our recovery. As theretore health is _ 
@ 
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ſo eſteemed by thoſe, who have felt theif | 
bitter outrages of a perilous diſeaſe and Þ 


O 
have been reſcued out of the very jawsof Þ | © 
death ; whereas their carelefs thankfulneſs } b 

N 
& 
1« 


ſcarce owneth the S»preaze Preſerver, who 
were never ſenſible of him as an angry 
Corre@ our : ſo we may be taught to prize | 
God's ineffable bleſſing, and to ſir no more 
leſt a worſe thing comeuntos us then our 0- 
verpaſt miſery. Humble fupplication pro. 
cureth, and gratitude prolongeth divine # #! 

_ favours, As long as we know and areF {; 
our ſelves God will ſmile vpon us and 
reigne over us by his Ford and Vicege- 
rent, 

TRUE greatneſs is alwayes that, which 
keepeth the road of virtue and goodnefls, 
They were the prayers of an undoubted and 
blefled Martyr,a King for a King, rather that | 
he ſhould be good ther great ; but withal 
hoping that God had deſigned him to be 
both, that is, King and defender of the trus | 
ly ancient and Apoſtollick faith. That God 
hath made him the one is to the performance 
of the other, and that he will alway prove 
both, he giveth us to hope and believe, 
Which 771/e if ſome ( according as their 
ſeveral humors tranſport them ) will not 
acknowledg due, for their ſakes do wr 

chief+ F* 
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{| chicfly rcjoyce ro apply ir, The want | 
' of their conceſſion maketh no diminuri. 
' on of his honor, That he Laboureth 
| by example & powerto reftrain the mad- 
neſs of diſtempered brains in a general ' 
_ good, eventheirs over whom the power 
is exerciſed, would deluſion ſuffer them 
toleeir. But that we have oneto ſayto 
| the fools, deal not foolſhly, and to the wicked; 
lift not nþ the horn, is an elpecial felicity - 
which God hath given tothem, whoare ' 
defirousto ſerve him in truth and upright- 
nels, Whole prayer it conſtantly is, That 
God would ever give him tothe ( burcbſuch a 
nurſing Father, under whom ber ( bildren 
| may thricve and proſper, and devotion be che- 
| riſbed and magnified, that glory may dwell 8 
our land, and the beauty of our God might reSF 
upon w.Great men by their good examples 
eo exceedingly propagate picty, which is 
by fo' much rendred the more illu- 
firious, by how much ir is admired and 
| prattiſed by illuſtrious perſons, who are 
) co 
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as heaven itſelfro the tenderplanc, 


molt bleſſed Saviour, hath in a great mea- 
| fure provided for our ſouls aud bodies, 
| He hath givenhis Church beauty and or- 
| Nament, and we hopethar he will add 
ſtrength roo by a King, who cannot bur 


and with whom he hath been throughly 
tried; he hath learned to.cheriſh chem be: 


of the Almighty to be returned to us a ſure 
pledge of Gods love, he knowerh howto 


derationand power over himleltin ſcorn» 
fo expiatiaring )chole numerous 1njuries& 
indignities,,winich might otherwile have 


tnjarcdche Nation witn the brand otper- 


nobleacknowledgment that his Subjects 


0” paſ- 
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tothe people ia their religious growrh | 


'G OD. in his love to usthrough our | 


know how co rule his people, for whom. 
ing himſelf alway cheriſhed inthe bojome | 
rule them, who hath manifcited his moz | 


ing revenge and in lilence pathiag over(& } 


petitalznfany, Andas wetound in him a | 


have nor beenall guilcy (bur manyof chem | 
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F partakers with him } of his miſeries ; ſo 

' we reverently adore that admirable temper 
of - Majeſty mixed with meekneſs , hands 
bountioully open to reward the conſtant, 
and armes expanſed to embrace the peni- 
tent ; whereas ſowre aſpeiFs and reveneful 
hands had been leſs then the merit of thoſe 
to whom his favour hath been beyond mea- 
fure extended. Herein he hath truely ma- | 
nifefted to the world how fitly the Sceprer 
burtheneth his ſhoulders, how hopeful a 
Governour*he may juſtly ſeem 1n his 8#6- 
je#s eyes, who could fo eaſily ſway his 
 ownpaſſions, Where Reaſon as Soveraigne 
| tsenthorned in the heart governing al] men« 
tual ſuggeſtions,that mans aCtions are drawn 
by the true line of virtue, and keep with- 
in the juſt lines of mediocrity. So did 
his moſt grations Majeſly moderate his 
courſe being princely and undejedted in 
his loweſt condition, humble and full of 
clemency in his exalted, No offers or 
temptations could deduce him from his 
"love, zeal to that Religion and Church, 
wherein he had been ſo carefully educat- 
ed, Wemay thence hope that he will in 
gratitute to God Omyipotent, who hath re- 
ftored him to that, and that to him, Jas + 
bour tocontinnue a Trofphee or fame, a Mia 
rour 
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rour of perfe@ion, and pray, That God wil j 
(to uſe the words of his Father of ever} 
bleſſed memory) ſtill diſpoſe him to all prince} ? 

| t 


by endowments and employments , which 
will meſt gain the: love and intend the web 
fare of thoſe. over whom God hath placed him;} 
and think it: his greateſt title to be called, 
and cheif glory to be the defender of th 
Church both in its true faith and juſt fru-} " 
tions, Which that he may be the moreſ} # 
ſignally, God grant hima long and happy} '* 
life among his ſubje@s, his ſubj#@Fs integri} ” 
ty of heart, ardency of kind affe@iovs, and 
perpetual /oyalty, and a'ter, all to both-him 
and them, that which ſarpaſleth all, Uni 
ty in Eternity of Bliſs, Amen. 


Let him ſiouriſh among us by a long. and | 
joyful 


- 
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joyful life ; let him win and receive the 
Congregations , and. judge uprightly among 
the ſons of Men, that his name may indure 


| toall venerations. 


Let divine peace flourifhin his time, with 
plenty and proſperity in his dayes. 

Make us truely to underſtand that thy 
Providence alone was wonderful inreturn- 
ing him the head to us, his viduated mem- 
bers, and not to' niake ſinful and ſcornſul 


recourſes to the dotagss of humane wiſdome , 


| or worldly Chance, 


' . However if malignant Envy will needs 
break out into deteſtable repinings, rather let 
thew grieve , who acknowledee them mot, 
then wes who now give thee thanks jor thy 
blefjmgs. | | 

but becauſe we know that the ſooliſh ſhall not 
ſfeand in thy ſeht, we will come into thine 
bouſe in the multitudes of thy mercies, and in 
thy fear will we worſhip towards thy bcly 
Temple, ; 

We will praiſe thee , who giveſt deliver- 
ance unto Kings, and fl,eweſt mercy tothius 
Anointed. | | 

And now, O God, give the people peace-" 
able and loyal hearts to behold, conſider and 
repent of their 'palt Folly ; neither let the 


Curſe of Jotharn or. Hothams ed light mHD02 
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any 
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' any of ns as the reward of revolting gidl| in; 
dinelr. ; Hi 
Behold, we beſeech thee, O God our ſheildþ _ 
ard lookmpon the face f thine Anointed, | hi 
Deliver him from the counſel of the wick} our 
ed, from the inſurreFion of the worker or 
iniquity. Þ bep 
Let not the enemy exatt wpon him, nnſj wil 
the wicked approach to hurt him ; out ſcattalf the, 
thew: as the duſt before the wind, conſumf jra: 
them as the ſtubble by the fire, who ſhall o | 
fer to ſend forth injurious words or ſirett 
forth an offenſive arme to diſturb his pea 
and diſcompoſe our joy, _— 
As for allſuch as have formerly turned| 
fide to their crooked wayes, let them be 
vered with their own confuſion as with a mar 
tl: till they be aſhamed of their a@ ions andr 
pent of them, that thou mayeſt forgive ani 
receive then. 
Hear thou onr prayers for him, and il 
name, O God of Jacob, defend him, 
Send him kelp from thy San@nary ani 
pour down Melffuge #pon him from hea 
* "Ile his deſeres and fulfilling his courf 
el. | 
Thou hoft prevented him with the bleſſuyi 
of Goodneſs and ſet a crown of pare goldupt 


on his head; let him therefore evermore nll 
: 
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bf i= thee, that through the mercy of the moſt 
| High he may wever miſcarry. ng 
If, So ſhall thy people gratefully draw nigh to. 
| thine holy Altar, and pay the vowes, which 
þ our ſouls powered out before thee in the day of 
if our calamity and fear; and then ſhalt ther 
Þ bepleaſed with us, when we draw zeer to thee 
| with the ultitude, that keep Holy-day, to of+: 
of thee the calves of our lips, and to ſing thy 
praiſe with joy ful lips, Amen. 
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CHAP. IV. 


The.care of. owr King eught to be on 
of our preateft cares Howilitta 
ſome harve coaunted off merit, wi 
pretend to have wrought his 


turn? 


AN is naturally a ſociable crc 

ture, to whom a ſingularity 
| CA happineſs is no way acceptabk 
who delighteth, as in a well being, fon 
communion of it, To him it.1s nu leby 
glory to cauſe then to poſicſs joy. It 
members in the body are kindly diſpoly 
to each others proſperous ſubſiltance, 
cauſe the common is the ſureſt good 
but the laborous parts are more eſpeci 


ly regardful both of the honour and «- 


fence of the Head, becaule of its dire 
faculties, wholcſome adminiſtrationsands 
premacy, For from the Head, as from 
Fountain, iſſue thoſe vital veins, where 
the members (cach in its proper pla 
are' enabled to att and move. $0 is the 
no ſafety, for either all or any of the 
when this regal power is diftuibed al 

Wes 


ET CG made 1" 


weakned, whether by the-frowardneſs, of 
the members diſagreeing among themſelves, 
or their rebellion againſt the Head, or it” 
through their #»gratefu! zegle@ it be be-, 
trayed to external violence. + Now there 
is, or ought to be, mutual. giving , and. 
receiving between the head and members z, 
| but yet #he Members more necd the Head, 
then the Head the Members,and the Mcmbers, 

af in contributing aid: to the bead, are rather 
erateful than bountiful, ; Reaſon .addeth 
a Spur to that dutiful ſubſervience, where 
the more is given. the ;-more -1s.. re= 
ceived, as is the caſe of the body perform- 
ing allegiance to the Head, Herein the 
* members are beneficial to them ſelves, and 
g every part whileſt obedient 1s in{trumental 
| to. the general good. S0,.is the. whole 
af [tate of the Body flouriſhing and happy, 
# becauſe the -2exzbers are ſoclable, diſci- 
plined , obedient and . loyal. + The ſame 
reaſons of general convenience do di- 
(tate to Sybjeds in a Realm the ſame 
rules, To wound our Head is unnatu- 
{ 7al-rebellion, not to preſerve and honour 
bier, is diſingenuous ingratitude, conſider- 
4 Ing what ſweet ſtreams run throughout 
j the whole body of the Kingdome, when 
4 the Head-ſprivg is undiſturbed, he can be no 
ta good 
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good Srbje@, who ſhall dip his corrupted 
parts in theſe waters to the general an 
noyance 3 nay more yet, who ſhall ng 


with a generous propenlity to the com: 
mon good interpoſe even to his own ruing, 
when he apprehendeth any injury offere 
to the Head of Church and State. In tht 
Judgment. of the Royal rrophet it was if 
Abner: a deſert of no leſs then death 
have onely in curiouſly ſlept, and not ty 
have kept the Lords Anointed and' tha 
Abner. might have a through inſight « 
the greatneſs of his crime, Bavid confirm 
eth his aſſertion with no lefs then an 04th 
A_ thing, of ſo. pernicious example and da 
gerous conſequence is: the lealt zegligent 
in a. SubjeF .when the Kirgdomes Soul 1 
committed, to his - keeping .. and charg 
The SzbjeF muſt be the Kings Armont t 
bear off blows from his ſacred body, an 
firſt to be hewen to ſhivers himſelf, th 

the Sword may make no entry to tha 
divine mortality -but through -his- ver 
bowels 3 he muſt be his Fortreſs with th 
bulk of his body to receive the: ſhots 
contemptuous murmurers , and his Arti 
ery , which may at diſtance wound an 
diſperſe all the malicious Crews oft reafor 
able complices z he muſt be his manyehan 
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ded Servitonr to execute his juſt pleaſure 
upon all. eſſays, and his Argolick, Watch 
ma prying into all ſecrets with a provi- 
dent induſtry for his good, and Searching 
the Abyſſes of male contented minds , be- 
ing ever circumſpe& and waking , leſt 
any of the people while he ileep come in 
if to deſtroy his Lord the King, Neither 1s 
this the part of the weareſt Subje# more 
then the greateſ#, but of. all intheir proper 
places refpettivel . It was one of Davids 
Worthies, who yas. him and killed 
the Son of the Giant but his people were 

all in general careful of him, proteCting 
that he ſhould no more come in danger , 
left the light of Iſrael ſbould be quenched. 

It is truely a moſt noble care and highly 
commendable, which poſle{leth that $#b- 

Ws jeF, who reſolutely pertormeth this his 
ne duty; but it is nothing more then what 
& 1s required of all, who arc to lay toſtake 
us their lives, liberties, fortunes and wharſo- 
ever humanity eſteemeth dear or precious, 

q Yather then with a fainty baſeneſs aban= 
:} don the Kirg to prevailing miſeries, Men, 
| who ſee the Kizgs affairs in likelihood 
mt of declination and will not put to their 
| ſhoulders every man to bear his propor- 
flon and part, are a degree worſe then 
t4 thoſe , 
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thoſe, who mangle and weaken the bear. 
ers hoping for a booty in the general ruin, 
For profeſled enemies may by a. prudent 
prevention be ſtopt in the carreer of theix 
deſperate defistis, and .the edge of their 
weapons turned npon themſelves; but 
thoſe mens cold reſolutions bring the King 
by expectation lower than could the 0+ 
thers combinations, they diſhearten the 
well affected, and (beſides the baſe end 


upon which they are intent) they do .nf 


effe& but with their own backs, levigatea 
road for armed fury to march' on the more 
ſpeedily, asifthey feared deſtruction would 
come too late, T cannot- but call him#he 
worſt of rebels, who pretended readine|, 
at all times, yet when his Lord calleth hin 


in time of neceſlity, or when nececflity be} 


ſpeaketh him in his Lords behalf, inſtead of 
procefſion- maketh an infamous retreat, I 
is true, that Rebel/ion is as witchcraft, and 
therefore Rebels a curſed generationbut curſe 
ye Meros, (ſaid the Angel) curſe ye bitterly tht 
inhabitants thereof, becauſe they came not it 
the help of the Lord, to the help of the Lord « 
gainſt the mighty ; there is an aggravation of 
bitterneſs to them who came not to help, 
When God ownerth' the cauſe (as he doth 
the Kings, who Is his Anointed) it 181 
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curſed policy to ſave all and lote ones 
ſelf, to. ſuffer the wrack of honour” and 
forfeit the glorious birth right of an eters 
#41 Crown for a meſs of ſJabbered vani- 
ties, Religion teacheth -us to Love onwr 
neighbour as our ſelf, and in that reſpe& 
to defend to the utmoſt of -our power all, 
who ſtand in need pf our help,. as in our 
own neccſlity, we would: willingly be res 
ſeived: Our Oaths of Allegiance and Sus 


| premacy hold usto a defenſive and offenſive 


obedience ;, a bond which no reaſon or con» 
lideration ( as I conceive ) may perſwade 
us to juggle with or caſt offz 'a Kot, 
which neither conveniences of Hope or fear 
can fafely or juſtly unty, If convenien- 
ces of Hope might give a Bul/ of diſpen« 
ſation to an unwarrantable action { as is 
certainly the breach of an Oath ) what da- 
ring zzalefaFour might not exult and en- 
large himſelf into brags of his boldeſt 
perpetrations, - Indeed Chriſtianity were 
then come to the fatal period of its time, 
and all manner of Law and Moeral equity 
muſt in mourning attend it to the grave, 
looking for their own ſaddain over-throw 
and next turn of ſepulture. . But reward 
propoſed for breach of Loyalty is a deviliſh 
temptation, to the charms whereof no 

| true 
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true Chriſtian Subje will lend an ear; 
but contrariwife he ſticketh to his Prin 
with clofer conſtancy and greater reſoly- 
tion the more preſſingly this infinuating 
and painted ſnare offereth it ſelf. Asnot 
the > 6 promiſing hope , {o not the moſt 
crabbed terroxr can work any thing, where 
the weight of an Oath and the acceps 
table ſuggeſtions of conſcience mind the Diſ, 
ciple of chriſt of his duty, and an anſwer. 
a recompence,. The Heathen could 
AY. 


—— Phalaris licet imperet ut ſic. 

Falſas, & admoto diffet per juria Tauro, 
Summun cride nefss animan preferre pudort, 
Et Propter vitam vivendi perdere cauſas. 


In Engliſh (with the Readers favor) thus | 


Let Phalaris command the falſity. 

And diQtate perjuries with's Bull faſt by, 

Think what a prize life's ſaved with honour 
ſtain'd. 

And do not loſe lites comfort for life gain'd, 


BUT a Chriſtian hath reſpect to more 
than his preſent honour, as knowiug the 
dues of unfeigned Obedience to be im- 
mortal, When his Prince is his grand 
Ee” - ol 
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tought and care for God's ſake and love; 
he aſſureth himſelf of no Jeſs recompence 
then God himſelf. The Kirg is under 
God Religions great Guardian, in whoſe 


'face how do we read lines of care for us? 


Let aſtoniſhed and Watchful thoughts ac- 


' companied with prayers (which uſe to 


procure Angel Guards) be ever employed 
for his concerns, that he may receive the. 


fruit of his labours, our pious and affi- 
ſtant cares returned for his perplexities. 


We by our Chriſtian ſednlity mitigate 
the harſhneſs of his cares, who 1s moſt 
perplexed for thoſe, who neither regard 
God's glory nor their own good, who 
will not be obediext leſt they ſhould be 
too tuo happy. We ſhould all amend, 
that he may be eaſed. And truely if webe 
careful to our ſelves, we ſhall not be 
wanting to him, we ſhall lighten both 
his cares and our own. If we account 
his enemies ours, the care is divided, he 
beareth but a part and, we but part, al- 
though each one beareth all out of ano- 
ble: affection to his and the general wel- 
fares and at Jaſt the ſucceſs is good and 
certain, there being in all a religious un- 
animity, This care proceeding from love 
becometh earneft in its labours, ſpeedy M 
the 
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Its ſervices, conſtant in its reſolutions, and 
valiant in its executions. It will not pex- 
mit-us to ſecure our ſelves firſt and ſerve 
| the Kiyzg afterwards, nor to break off our 
ſervices in the midſt by abrupt counſels, 
but with a deliberate judgement to ſerve 
him in ſeaſon, that we reap the harveſt 
of his approbation, and joy in his ſmiles, 
There is an abſolute marriage between 
the King amd his SubjeFs, whereby there 
are interchangeably given aſſurance of 
Faithful adherence to each other in adver» | 
ſity as well as proſperity ; he cannot atall 
leave, they cannot, unleſs lewdly and im-. 
piouſly, forſake him, Let our endeavours | 
therefore be ſtrong and ſerious, accompa- 
nied with prayer to God, that he would 
cheriſh him his boſome , that ( according 
to his promiſe to the King) through the 
mercy of the molt high be may not miſcarry, 
that he may have in all abundance of 
ſincere Lave, although little cauſe to put 
It to trial, and.this through the merits of 
Holy Jeſus, our moſt bleſſed Saviour. 

E E cannot but ſee our ſelves ſtriQ- 
ly obliged by God's Lawes and common 
gratitude to ſee the Kings welfare both 
by us and from us. Now I come to con- 
ſider whether a Subje@ be any way _— 

0 
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| of being accounted meritorious according 
to the common vaunt, when he hath done 
the utmoſt he can for the heightning his 
Majeſties proſperity. Obedience to his 
call and command 1s a duty towards God 
more than man. This obedience is do- 
ing that, which 3s right in the fight of the 
Lord, (according to the Scripture phraſe) 
and not in the ſight of man alone, It 
hath God tor the prime wotive and ulti- 
mate Hope, if therefore there be any, who 
vaunt- of a meritorious ſervice in any em- 
ployment of this high nature, they befool 
themſelves out of the reward and com- 
- mendations of Obedience, for as much as 
they manifeſt that they have not yet learn- 
ed to be obedient. And ſome there are, 
who ſpcak loudly of their being inſtrumen- 
tal to the reducement of our Soveraign, 
whom themſelves had formerly forced to 
wander as a bird from her neſt, And thele 
are a fort of men ſeemingly very religi- 
ous, but we may judge of them, whom 
the Pſalmiſi had long before deſcribed 
from their waking a dogged noiſe about 
the City, and grudging that they are not 
ſatisfied, Theſe are abortive Children 
of the Church having the form of godli= 
neſs but not the power, Thele. witha mers 
cenary 
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cenary obedience expett areward for their 


ſervice, and this the faireſt and beſt jewel, | 


in their Mefters Cebinet. If they had come, 
with that Bezjazinite, who had, curſed the 
King, to meet him upon his return with, 
re-cognitions of ſorrow , if they had put. 
the halter about their necks, confefling 
their former merit, they had done ſomes. 
thing like Subjeds, much like like converts 
and penitents, meet to be forgiven and. 
embraced ; but then onely when unlawful: 
praCtifes could not bring about their foul 
deſigns to come and meet him (the in-. 
{truments of whoſe long calamnities had, 
been forged by them and -hammered upon 
their anvil ) giveth them an evident mark. 
of notorious infolence, I am ready to 
judge with the wiſeſt of Kings, that the 
the Sacrifice of the wicked is an abomination. 
but how much more when he bringeth it 
with a wicked heart? They, who had ſoine-, 
time torn in peices thoſe. robes, were at. 


length ſet out in Loyalty's dreſs, that what. } 


they had failed of by diſtozalty, by the 
Fucas of Loyalty they might at laſt obtain. 
HOWEVER theſe men would be 
taken for Religious, they have high- 
ly abuſed and worne bare their plea, fo 
that through it pride and hypocriſie _ 
ort 
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forth and become apparent. For there is 

- neither hywility in ſubjeFs giving laws to 
| their Xing, nor religion in perſwadeing him 
contrary to his well grounded judgment, 
and the received Principles of truth. Here- 
in they alſo indiſcreetly thwart themſelves, 
who, while they would not have violence 
offered, to their conſciences, are violent 
even without arguments and againſt reaſon 
in obtruding a rel;giox upon him. Their 
perſwaſions wonld be other, and they more 
ſubmiſſively meek if they truly conſidered 
what calamities their contentions for Relz- 
gion involved both King and Kingdome in x 
neither can any underſtanding head give 
it ſelf the hopes of any better fruits from 
any Religion which ſubjeCteth the King to 
the Churches ceaſures. Certainly true Relz- 
gion commandeth us all ſubjecion and in 
the moſt exa& manner to Hononr the King.to 
depreſs our ſelves, and our beſt a&ions to 
cover with filence, whereby they are en- 
riched and made' acceptable to God. He 
looketh upon our ſimplicity in the firſt 
place, and knoweth what 1s done for his 
lake and honour without our vain glort- 
ous proclamations, It was ſurely vilany 
and not any thing to be drawn into ex- 
ample, the act of the {on!dier who ſpit in the 
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face of him, whom he had before ſaluted: 
as King Or if there be in. ſubjects an il 
gotten power, they ſhould (methinks Jabs 
hor that paterne and copy of him, who} 
faid to his Prince, AU this will Tgivethet 
if thou' wilt fall: down and worſhip me. Men 
of true piety uſe not to boaſt of their puk-J t 
ling down and ſetting up Kzgs'; nor will] plac 
they uſurp God's ' power under pretenſe off lick 
being eminent in his Church, I am very 
loath (eſpecially in theſe times} to _ 
- an invective againſt my fellow fervants, and 
thoſe claiming the name of Proteſtants 
But I am1 much more Joath, that that Name 
ſhould be afperſed by the practices of thoſe then 
wbo bear it, while they recede from primi} - B 
tive purity entangling themſelves 1n the tan 
tentes of thoſe, againſt whom they declaimyÞ| witt 
as if their intentions were to return to] mig! 
Kome, although their face is as if they would our 
go to Jeruſalem, 1 knew both how much] rec 
diſplealing it is to rehearſals , and what} our. 
ceaſures he: mult undergo, who layeth o-ff ime 
pen to Publick view errors, which the un«Ftco 
fortunate Authour would have concealed: they 
But the diſpleaſure and blame will be:1n-Farec 
jurioully placed upon him, who really aim- a1 
eth at what others onely pretend to, the nyd| 
glory of God ard the general good, And if theF!y | 
ney 


| Clap: IV. onght to be our greateſt Carer, 12 9 
| cellity of the times. did not open the lips 


of men of the molt known modeſty, by theſe- 
{| kinds: of diſcourſes, informing me of the juſt- 
| iceof theſe complaints, I might peradventure: 
| ſaſpe&t my ſelf either guilty: of a miſappli- 


cation, or at leaſt tao. ſevere in my indica» 


þ tion, In truth I heartily wiſh-there were. 
| place for ſuch a ſuſpition, and that the pub- 


lick knowledge would not bear me the wit» 
nels of innocency. A triumph-over mine 
own errours would adminiſter unto me am. 
ple contentment , and in. this caſe the- 
joy of - the publick welfare would over« 
whelme my ſorrow 3 ſeeing my ſelf, and not 


| them miſtaken, . ., + + 


BUT the felicity.is too great to be ob- | 
tained., Could we fee them begin to-keep. 
within the preſcript rules of modeſty we 


| might from thoſe ſparks blow up and kindle 


our hopes. . But. their. both words and 


| <ceds, declaring their own ſhame,encreafeth 
yourſorrow, hey ſpeak themſelvesſome» 
| fimes great friends, whom we know -to be - 


reconciled enemies, ( and would-to God 


Fey were reconciled inſincerity or were of 


areconcilable nature) of whom. all cautts | 
onary adviſes bid, men beware, In the 


{vdit of thoſe benefits, which ſhould {trong- 


ly binde the knot of reconcilement, they - 
arc 
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are moit apr to ſhew their \diflimularion| !s 
being never more ungratefully dangerowſ 
then undcr/-accumulations of kindneſies} c0r 
All] that ever hath been granted, hath been 2t 
debt and merit, and their demands doclaj *F 
mourouily out reach all bounty. If wy © 
ſhould ſuppoſe their deferts great, yet wy ©Y* 
find 1t an uſual admonition of one to ano 24 
ther, that if any perform an aft of cout fr 
tclie to his ordinary friend, he may no '<* 
ſtretch the skin of hiseye-brows 1n a bra tt 
vado, neither make his tongue , an inſt} ® 
ment of vanity, the trumpet to ſound low 
publiſh what he hath done 3 but that bi Vit 
lay his hand upon his mouth, that he by 20t 
ſilent, and then his deeds will praiſe hing 728 
wherezs a benefit accompanied with ink * * 
lence is an odious evil. »This is the nit bot 
berween private friends, But the highſ /7*% 
any manact, and the greater the perl lee 
for whom he acteth,the more doth reaſona 1 
viſe him to ſtifle words 3 and if none mij 2% 
npbraid a benefit to a friend, much leſs mf "8 
he make (his dnty ) obedience to his Pri (et 
20 occaſion of boaſting, lt is w_ may bea 
bounden duty ; none can without fin a Tha 
vengeance neglect it. And therefore & ſatiq 
ry good Chriſtian ſubject hath his aftion{ Pai 
{prouting up to maturity for his = dife 
Of $ 
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logies. If God and the King ſee his obedi» 
exce he careth not whether any blaſts of 


4 commendation publiſh it. But. theſe are 


of not ſoin-love with Y7rtze, who have aimed 
# atpraiſe from contrary aCtions both againſt 
4 and forthe ſame Caſes we have( and that. 
4 even fince the Reſtauration and dayly ) 
F heard them equally lond and vaunting of 
4 far differing 1ervices. But ſpeak they ne« 

$ yer ſo loud, they have no Eccho of praiſe 


returning from either the reverberating hills 


# or alarmed valleys; men both ofhigh and. 
low condition ſecing them ready to burſt. 
# with envious and ambitious thoughts , will 
# not add any breath to endanger the crack. 
F ing of a ſinking Bladder, The boldneſs 
| of theſe men is (ſtrange and demandeth our, 
| both pity and prayers. Poor ſouls! God give 
8 them repentance and ( what they erroneouſly 


leek )true happineſs and joy. . 

'THES gs = worſt wiſhes for thoſe 
of whom TI have had this diſcourſe, that be- 
ing repentant and paineful in good by their 
llence and integrity of heart they may. 
bea blefling to themſelves, Neither(although 
have encircled ſome within a liſt of accu- 
fations) am I ignorant that diverſe of this. 
party ( which I leave nameleſs ) both 
diſown all plea of merit and giveteſtimo- 

K 2 ny 
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ny to the world of ſorrow for theirformer 
countenancing harſh and illegal praices 
To theſe (if I may eſcape the envy) I would 
become admonitory , that ſeeing they ca 
moſt powerfully perſwade men of thei 
own judgment (except in this of compun 
tion) both to forbear and lament their cop 


tempt of Princes, and proſtituting their pre, 
cious ſouls to the luſt of pride, they woull 
endeavour that: reformation among then 
ſelves, which they landably deſire in al 
They ſhould be adviſed and acquaints 
that ſome good ations, but thoſe deform 
ed in the produCtion for want of a god 
intention, and every day beſpotted wit 
vauntes and brags, are inſafhcient to wif 
off many very unjuſt ones, and moſt not 
riouſly haynous: There is nothing but 
pentant tears falling down, which 
ere&adebaſed ſinner,and make a way fork 
aſcent and eſcape from the calamities,whic 
by hisfins have circumvented, and arert 
dy: to devour him- Theſe are filent a 
humble 3; they are neither ſeen: nor hes 
by -men, but ſpeak loud to God, wha 
the penitent entreateth to hear the wy 
of bis tears. Theſe we all need, theſea 
the quicknening and cordials of the by 
mans ſoul, much more of him, who vil 
| | 
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the Prodigal Some cometh to. his F at her and 
on his knees confeſling them doth implicit. 
beg pardon for his paſt delinquences. 
hey, who have been moſt plentiful in 
theſe ſhonld ſhew their ſweetneſs and ef. 
icacy to ſuch as have eyes too dry, and 
ſmile qut their ſinful days... They -who 
have been moſt neerly touched - at the 
heart with the ſharpneſs of their guilt, and 
have removed the anguiſh by theſe” Me- 
dicinal drops, may moſt properly per- 
ſwade, becauſe to them the remedy hath 
proved experimentally ſure. 

BUT who car tell how oft he offcudeth? 
We have all committed, if not the 
lame, yet multitudes of tranſgreſſions. 
Let ns then ſhed far our ſelves tears of 


. compunction, for others tears of compaſli- 


on, It is a work worthy the Diſciples of 
nt a as often to weep+ for themſelves, ſo 
with tears tq water the barrenneſs of 
ſuch hearts, as know not the curſe 
to which they are condemned, and (if 
God fo pleaſe ) thereby to make. them 
fruitful to repentance not to be repented of, 
that ſorrow, which is the aſſured Pageto 
flicity, Amer. | 
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Etwrn, O Lord, unto the many ths 
ſands of thine Iſrael , thow and the 


Ark of thy ftrength;; return we pray thee ani 
have mercy wpoz thypeople.. 1 

Preſerve the Head and members of thi 
Realm, even all-the people of the land fron 
the higheſ# to the' loweſt, and units ## in 
Chriſt Teſws. 7 

Diftrations have crept in among wu," 
that by the pretenſive honoxr of #hy nam, 
thy worſhip is made even. the reproath i 
the multitude. | i 

It 3s time for thee, O Lord, to with 
for they have by the wame of religin 
made void thy Law, that high Tajun@in, 
Fear God and honour the King, F TH 

Lord, how long ſhall the wicked, bn 


long ſhall the wicked triumph ? how lo 
ſhall they utter hard things, and the ve) 
workers of iniquity boaſt themſelves © 
Should not all, who name thy name dept 
from iniquityyet there is a ſort of men,in whil 
mouth thou art nearbut far from their heatti 
O God, the God of thy people and thi: 
portion for ever, we pray that all, whon 
called by thy name may have no aims 
thy ſole honour , neither ſufſer thou thi 
religion to be in our months to cover the a 
ceitfulneſs of our hearts, running after 4 
range God, | 
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if any of ws fhonld be willing to believe. 


| if we ſhould have any reaſon to, think we 


deſerved more then ordinary, yet let the 
greate r truth overcome this reaſon, aſſuring 
# that we can never do -niore: then duty- 
requireth for God, onr King and conttrey. 

But as we hope ( by thy efperial grace 
preventing us ) we ſhall never do + good 
work to 4 bad end; ſo not attempt to putl* 
down: thy Church. by performing any part 
of our Allegiance. | ; 

But: it was thou (not man) who didlt 
ſet thine Anointodupon high for thy Churck= 
es eftabliſhment. Rebuke therefore thoſe 
tumultuous Zealots, who being enemies to 
Chriſtian felicity, while they pretend to di-\ 
vine peace, have no other method for it than 
by making war upon his and their own Souls. 

'Let not the rebelliows Children exalt 
themſelves, meither their devices proſper: 
for they have imagined evil againſt thee. 

When they ſpeak great ſwelling words of 
vanity fill their faces with ſhame and confuſt- 
on, and their mouths with the fruit of their 
own- lips. L 6s 

Tet rather (if ## be thy will ) let thy 
mercies overtake them then thy judgements, 


| Bthat' knowing the errours of their lives 


they may bereafter take pleaſure in | ſorcers 


x;6 7 The care of our King + - Chap,v; 


obedience rejoycing in thy teſtimonies gi in 
hid treaſure, vie ? 

Reduce all, who have erred from thy 
commandement and put into their beattey 
deſire #0 follow the preſcriptions of Religion, 
Reaſon and . Convenience , which are the 
beſt Counſellanrs of both Prince and people. 

And foraſmuch as our. b:Ip (tandeth-in 
the Name of the Lord, who made Heaven 
and Earth, not to our ſelves be the praiſe of 
Re it auration given, but to thy glorious Namu, 

Do thou, whoſe conntenance doth uphali 


the upright, rejoyce the hearts of ſuch as ham 


therein ſerved thee, diſdaining the petty tri 
umphs of vain glory and ſeeking of no recoms 
pence but thy favour, which indeed exceed 
all, that we can deſire. | 0-94 5 

0 that our ways were made ſo dire@, thi 
we might keep thy loawes for thy ſake , ani 
Love thee becauſe by thy mercies in thy be 
Beloved thou leadeſt us to good aFions, ftir: 


ring up in. us a burning Zeal t0 the immontil | 


honour of thy moſt ſublime and infinite Ms 
"4 0 | , 4 . "* 
i +a have we in Heaven but thee? What 
can we deſire ou Earth without thee 2 0 hou 
wonderfully bleſſed are they, whoſe light and 
defence thou art , firſt guiding them 
good, and afterwards fortifying them & 
Ez gain 
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fainſt the\ftrong temptations of ſelf- admi- 


Fation. 

\ "We are ther beſt when leaſt our ſelves, then 
Prongeſs when" deſparing of help in our ſelves, 
we put all our confidence in'thy wonder work- 
ing arm, and having our deſires fulfilled, do 
ſubwiſſevely and faithfully acknowledge thee, 
the good Anthor of jucceſk, © - 

\" Thine is the Kingdome, the Power and 
the Glory. To thee therefore alone we re- 
commend the tuition of him, whom thou haft 
given to be a Prince and a Ruler over ws. 
Remove from him as lying lips, ſo the deceit- 
full tongue, and alſo far ont of his ſight the ſin- 
ner that goeth two wayes. 

Let his right hand find out, break in 
peices and ſcatter all theſe, who hate 
him, let his enemies lick, tbe daſt before 
him. 

Give kim knowledge to Cruſh out the mar 
lignant humors, which in ſome are pres 


' dominant to their ruin, Let the humonrs 


be diſpelled, but the men preſerved, that all 
his people may be of one mind endeavouring 
to keep #be unity of the Spirit in the bond 
of peace. 

ddorn ws, who profeſs a Faith in thee 
outwardly with the fair fruits of good works 
and beantifie eur Yonls (as meet for thine 


ap< 


rom — 


approbation and. love) with reality of piow 


intentions. | 

Then will our obedience pleaſe. thee as the 

beſt of opp 5 then wilt thou be our glory, 
<del 


 OumrF ather which art 4n Heaven,&s, 
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ter np of onr Head for ever.. Amen, 
] * . — FIR 
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CHAP. V, 
Of the different murmurings 'of all Par- 


ties, 


TFT is not fo much to be: admired, 'that 
men, ever looked upon as highmind- 
ded and infincere, ſhould by theoill 

breath of their own':commendations blaſt 

and raiſe a ſcab. uponthe graceful countes 
hance of a"good deed; as "that amid fack 
variety of Bleflings as God hath,;by his Aa» 
jefties happy return, fhoured down: upon 
this 'whole nation',” 'the ſhrill © voycesof 
complainers have and do drown the moſt 
acceptable acclamations of thankfulnefs. 
Beihg full of the cazleftial Aſarra, we be- 
come wanton, and willnotwant words to 
reproach the Giver. Every condition 1s 
fairer and moreccontenting then the preſent 
ſo-much do our thoughts run divifion, and 
we abhor the touch of the fame ſtring twice 
together, We defire, yet fryltrate our ſelves 
of the enjoyment of our deſires obtainedby 
giving nouriſhment to new deſires. We 


| droop nnder one' want, which is ſcarce re- 


moved, but we beg others and more intol- 
ferable, When we roar for very _—_—_ 
nets 
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neſs of heart being born down by ſome 
weighty calamity, it commonly happeneth, 
that deliverance was never fo acceptable, 
"that we were never ſo weary of the burthen, 
as we quickly become weary of caſe, The 
manin the ——_— had theDevil caſt out, 
and the poſſeiſion of his own home wholly 
to himſelf , -could not in his heart enjo 
a: colitary bleſſing, nor retain a profitabl: 
one but: after ſweeping and garniſhing 
is houſe readmitteth his plague, and wit 
him ſeven more worſe than himſelf. That 
which of a place of miſery had'/begun to be 
& Paradiſe, how loon doth he convert it into 
areal He/? what greater miſery than to- be 
Mill jerked with our reſtleſs fancy, and tof- 
fed by our own fluftuating will What mare 
deſpicable- infatuation. then to permit onr 
ſelves to a continual labour: in queſt. of 
that, which baving we utterly diſown? 
God noſooner in his wiſdome for our good 
diminiſheth our ſtore, but we preſumpty- 
ouſly add to our fins either illegal practiſes 
'toencreaſe it,or dittruſtfal complaints,more 
(perhaps) for fear of a fiture, then indeed 
| becauſe of any preſent neceflity : On the 0- 
ther ſide, when our low condition moveth 
| him to pity, he no ſooner ripeneth our 
ſmall! hopes into a ſpeedy harveſt, _ - 
ault 
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- | fault bath the manner and matter ofhis!i- 


berality. But the chearful man alway feaſt. 
ing himſelf with his bleſſing of content, is 
as Wary as he is happy, Have he more or 
leſs of either proſperity or adverſity , he 
bleſſeth God above all and for all, and 
blameth none but himſelf, It is truly a 
wretched life, which we paſs in this world. 
But whence have the miſeries thereof their 
growth but from our ſelves ? They are 
of our own planting ? and by our fins we 
as weil nouriſh them as we gave them a 
being. And ifat any time the hot ſun-ſhine 
ofproſperity ſcortch them, even when we 
ſhould rejoyce, we uſially ( not knowing 
when we are well) with quernlons waters 
of our ſtreaming eyes refreſh and quicken 
them, We our ſclves are many times apt 
to languiſh in mind that they may proſper, 
not being able to diſcern Gods bleſlings, e- 
ven when we are by them too full and too 
fat. If (with the Iraelites) we have flocks 
and herds , we want bread , if we 
have bread, we' want drink if we have ' 
flocks and herds to kill, bread and drink 
anſwerable, yet there muſt be variety 
of fleſh for Juſts ſake, yea and that quick« 
ly too, or elſe heaven ſhall be alarm- 
ed and upbraided ' with the plenty of 


paſt 


And then cheifly when there is no want of 
any of theſe, ur an exceſſive variety, 
when moreover we are tpon the confines 
(as it were one faot entered into the poſ- 


{c{lion) of our Canaan, the noiſe of « Lion. 


7n the way, and the height of the ſors of Anah 
make us delire areturn into-Egypt to engage 
our ſelves in flavery, no more to expetta 
ranſome, Now if we do but conlider 
in what an unneceſſary trouble we involve 
our ſelves, when our licentious delires go 
roving up and down not attending the dl- 
vine pleaſure, nor liking the method ofhis 
diſpoſals; how we ſtill ſeek and either find 
not, or find tono purpoſe, by reaſon we 
ſti]l antiquate the laſt invention or hope; 
how our inſufficient fancy worrieth and 
baiteth it ſelf, and all we do or ſay tend- 
cth not. to- confirmation but ruin of body 
and ſoul, we ſhould contentedly fix our 
ſole hope in him, who loveth us better then 
do we our ſelves. There-is no evil befal- 
leth him, who is contented; no good, him, 
who is diſcontented with any thing but 
himſelf, eſpecially him, whoſe diſcontents 
no good (although in accumulations)hi- 
lenceth or calmeth. What miſchievousin- 
conveniences doth man ſuffer in himſelf, 
; when 
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paſt dayes under other governments, 
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when he doth not corre& and deaden the 
bitter paſſions of his heart which the ſweet- 
ning. relliſhes of the ſaving fruit of #he tree 
of life ! What a diſdainful thing is it for a 
Begger to refuſe his almes, and expett to be 
a chooſer, to be his own carver, when at 
the laſt ( poor fool !) ſeeing a large table 
farniſhed with much variety, he knowetk 
not what choice to make, what delicates 
to prefer? It is far more grievous and az 
bominable to trample upon Gods mnmifi- 
cence, becauſe when he hath royally and 
abundantly given, he doth not. humour us 
with a Pleaſe your ſelves. Thoſe are moſt 
barren ſouls, whoſe longing the ccleſtial 
bounty: cannot ſatisfie, which are not more 
pacified with plenty then ſcarcity, butra- 
ther ſharpened andencreafed. This evil is the 
curſe, & fortune of the wretchedly ſelf plea- 
fing murmurer,He is even his own curſe,and 
through himſelf alone perpetually reſtleſs. 

HOW dol here find my ſelf _—_— 
to pity thofe, whom I cannot but cenſure 


and condemne? Pity i needs muſt the weaks, 


neſs of thoſe men,who(as it were artificially) 
contrive their own downfal ;z whereas by 
being an happineſs to themſelves , they 
would be acceſlory to the building up of 
other mens joyes, The world, which we 
com- 
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and divulſed Members >? But how long? 
The ſplendour of that day continueth nay 
increaſeth, yet ſome think it to be now 
in its ſetting, becauſe they malitioufly cloſe 
their eyes, and what they will not ſee, 


cannot behold. The canſes of this joy ; 
the'tizſt fundamental Goodneſs conſervetty F. i 
great | 


" T4 Of the different Murmerings Chap, V,) Þ C| 
commonly.(and: not injuriouſly }term a; | 
vaje of rhiſery, .is ſo more truely fromthe; Þ 
evil we do than the evil which we ſuffer, Þ 
Init, the evil we ſuffer being the conſe., Þ 
juence of what we do. It is not ſtrange | 
that ſorrow ſproat up round about him, Þ 
who hath the very root of perverſench. F 
ſpreading it ſelf within him, Such is he, Þ 
who when he ſhould make his heart the, 
nurſery of virtue, ſuffereth #he Fatber of | 
diſcordto plant their jealouſies and. diſcon- 
tents, which bring forth ſundary, vices, Þ 
How gloriouſly bright did that day of God: |: 
favourable, viſitation appear, when heres |} 
duced- (after he was pleaſed to thrown | 
down the fictitions reſſemblances of High. | 
xeſ;, which inſubjeqs we could not bear) þ 
true Majeſty to fit upon the Throne, and ſway F 
the Scepter of this Bri8tiſh Iſe? How reli F 
| wings and fervently did we for. a time } 
cem to joy in that goodneſs, , which ſo F; 
miraculouſly conjoyned the ſeparated Head 
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Þ preat is their blindneſs, who are umeapable 
Þ of it, greater their wickedneſs, who by 
F denial of ir,” would obftract it. TE if 
E hath its full influences ;' why do fo many 
| ſartter abroad. doubtful rumours and fe- 
Þ ditions complaints? If it doth not 'conti- 
EF nue, how doth the Caiiſe abide and 'mul- 
F fitudes of 'fober men'dedtive themſelves 
| with the contentments of the Effects'? The 
Þ fulnefs of our joy. was: wont” to be expreſ= 
F fed in this, The King & reſtpred,* andl lng 
| ay he live. Was this jOy too violentto 
| laſt long, and we, throtigh Jong abſtittence 

and defre, aptto catch aſurftit of fogreat 

| x pleafure ? This could hot be,” For thtte 
| is nothing, Wwhetein Godtruly is, which'i$ 

/ furfeiring, or that can be thimoderately &ri- 


F joyed. Therefore the reaſon of rhis great 


 diſtemper muſt needs be; that the/general 
k —_ was intermixed' with partictlat 

hopes, which either wonld nor endure 
fime, or were diſcouraged from proceed= 


$ 


— — — - 


| Prepare for innovation. » 


' Vox diverſa ſonat.populori ft nox tamen wnas 
\ Their complaints are different, but arene- 
; Yerthe!eſs complaints,and ſpeak the Anthors 


. I governed affeftions. Though all are rot 
| 9 alike 


: inp, or are yet eredQted, and by this means 


NT ——— ———_ %— ﬀ{ c_—_—— 
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1.6 Of the different murmurings Chap, V. C 
alike offcntive,y et none ot them ate inoffen: | th 
ſiye, none janocent. They are all ſowref hir 
rehearſals of tha. garbidge of diſcontent, Þ vo 
which theyhaye unadviſedly ſwaJlowed. ſhc 

+QF the tirſt there are twoſorts ; the one | are 
1s diſpleaſed that he 1eceiveth roo little, the | ſta 
other that he payeth tao much. = 74; 

1..HE hath indecd the moſt forcible | wo 
2rguments of any. to plead his excuſe, if | but 
his, tongue hath ſtrayed ſomewhat out of | Sor 
the way, who bringeth Neceſlity to ſpeak the; 
far him, whq bath adventured far, hazards ma) 
ed his life, made a voluntary and free ex-Þ fi 
pence of his hlood, uoref ruin of eſtate, ſerz 
4 reproaches, impriſonments, ſequeltra. f wel, 
tion, of the remainder, if any thing weref com: 
leſt of a broken fortune) hunger , raked} ſom, 
nels, and even. utmoſt of calamities ; that} bay 


* cou}d willingly have lain inthe grave bit-Lwer 


ten and gnawed: by thoſe fog] and infath 
ble 'vermins , which ſurroundee. him, | 
Jong as thele miſerics were common z , al 
now onely delireth to be revived Þþ 
his Lords rcſurieftion. | But necefluy} 
no excuſe; for no man is ccflicaecay 
evil, Let not (1 ſay ) their words pied 
his ſacred heart, wham he loveth as his Il 
nor let the Herorckh excelencies of paſt dayt 
be ſummed up and diſparaged by this in 
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| that good ſubjects who have ſuffered with 
|} him and for him, ſhould any way endea- 
} vour releif, rather than debire that he 
ſhould now ſuffer for them. For ſo many 
| are the dayly and unexpeCted exigences of 
| ſtate, that the great boone they expected 
| (if his 229jeſty were reſolved upon it. ) 
[would no fooner be beneficial to ſome, 
| but it will. would prove deſtruaive to all, 
'| Some make this anſwer 3 We deſire not, nei» 
| 

| 


| ther have at all deſired the exhanſting of his 
 majeſties treaſures for our ſatisfa@ion , but. 
I fil to have ſerved his Majeſty 5 to 
{ſerve him in peace and war now, as 
| well as formerly in war; to manifeſt our. 
continued fidelity by the honeſt diſcharge. of. 
| ome offices, wherein are men imployed, who 
bave been of the cheif conſpiratours. .and 
eLmercileſs ſpeFatours of our long nrgent diſ- 
A Granting all this(for reaſons where- 
not perplex our ſelves, nor 
ayſteries of State ) yet here 
plain, Time may recruit 
t not ſpiritual. Impa- 
arm then an armed e- 
ontinuance in It fre- 
lolles irreparable A 
xged andcommanded, 
xt earneſtly, and ſt1]1 
; EX= 
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exhibit tokens*of preſent as well as paſt 
deſert. Let prayers be offered up dayly 
that the King may be able, and we ma 
be aſſured of his willingneſs to do his fer-ſ: 
vants good. Let him provide for himſelff ,, 
fiſt, that he may be the more royally li,Þ 
beral at laſt, Ifthere be any, who think 
they have cauſe to complain , let them 4 
more wiſely bethink themſelves, that com-| ,; 
plaint is no ſatisfaction, although it may} + 
be cauſe of delay. The patient man ſoon} : 
ripeneth his hopes, when the cold air ofim| £ 
patient ſpeeches keepeth back the comfor-] 
table ſeaſons, Seeing they know their Lord 
to be of an incomparably ſweet diſpoſition, | |. 
but know not his reafons for what he doth *, 
nor (moſt probably )he their either deſert 
or need, let them not through their own 
bodies wound him, for whoſe ſake ther 
once thought their blood vile, and,galiit 

I's 

| 

[1 


ſelves regardleſs, Let their 
beg, but let not their v; 
grieve him,who hath irr1 
nitles thrown upon þ 
inſapportable , were r; 
aſliſtant. Let not (I ſay 
his ſacred heart, whor 
nor let the Heroick ex 
be ſummed up and 4 
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of a cauſeleſs diſguſt, We may confider our 
1fÞ own condition and fo judge of his. Als 
If though ſome men have ſcarce ſo mnch as a 
IF will to do what they can for thoſe, who 
lf have well deſerved of them; yet on the o, 
ther ſide others are intangled with infir- 
mity, and cannot ſtretch out their hands 
ſo far as their good will reacheth, And 
Kings are but ze, who have the wings 
Th of their power many times ſo clipt, thar 
t cannot ſoare ſo high nor extend it ſelf 
T { faras it deſireth, The vaſteſt and moſt 
f unlimited power on carth meeting with a 
| magnanimous goodneſs is too little and 
k ſcant for the good, which it would do. 
As we cannot bur be fatisficd cf the im- 
menſity of the goodneſs, have we but pa- 
| tlence until things grow ( as neer as may 
gf be) proportionable to it, we ſhall marvel- 
| Jouſly applaud the kindneſs, and peradven- 
ture for nothing more thenits delays, by 
Which it will become moſt magnificent and 
perfect. There was atime when the cru- 
Þ {leſt of 73rants made theſe perſons of deſert 
$ and fame in a fort ſubſervient to a beggar- 
ly race of men of the vilelt birth and conditi- 
# %, TInofſe dayes through Gods infinite 
IF mercies have an end, which is more then 
F any could by the rules of humane reaſons 
| L 3 have 


have expeted. He, who hath begun this 

ood work, will: alſo finiſh it in his time, 
Miherelors as a long expectation hath found 
a large recompenee, let the one be continu 
ed and the other will be compleated. lt i 


a great mercy to have ingenuous perſons no | 


longer cloyſtered nor miſerable upon every 
wo. mf wretches laſhes of conſcience and 
merited fears; to have alienated patris. 
nies return to the true proprietors to 
have many damages repaid with tht 
bountiful favours of a moſt compaſſionate 
Prince. But all things cannot preſently, nt 
as we wilt be effected, God giveth to mat 
to will and to do,and maketh the will preps 
rative to the act. When he is pleaſed togie 
way, other things which are wanting {hull 
have their accompliſhment , whereas yt 
(perhaps)though the will be pregnant,ther 
3s not ſtrength to bring forth. 

2. LEVITY is the bane of proſperit), 
although proſperity is the cauſe of Levit) 
In adverſity we can (peradventure) ſees 
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right; but too much proſperity followin; 
ſo dazleth us, that we are ſeldome ablet 
look direQly forward upon that, which! 
molt excellent, and had formerly the {gnd 
diſtintion of our Sounder approbation 

ut quite otherwiſe, what we oblickly glans 


upd! 


, Chap. V. 


— 


ſo 
—— 
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PR 


won, we hotly contend for and maintain 
athough ordinary reaſon confulted with,af- 
firmeth it to be the preſent dotage of our 
yeakned apprehenſion, Here as proſperity 
perverteth the judgement and introduceth 


 Levity, ſo Levity ſoon putteth us.out of 
thoſe joyous poſtures we are ſet in. In the 


times of bitterneſs and hardſhip when an 
abitrary power made us ſenſible of the mj- 
ſery of onr deprivation of regal mildneſs, 
when the juſt indignation of a remedilefs 
tyranny ſtirred up and cleared our intelle- 
uals, nothing was more deſireable then the 
moderation of Princely demands, which , 
the jaſter they are, be the more compaſlio- 
nate and ſparing, Then we hard the la- 
mentable groanings of an oppreſled people, 
who notwithſtanding profeſſed that their 
ſorrow was greater for that their contribu- 
tions added nothing to the greanels of true 
Majeſty, then that they exchanged fulneſs 
and plenty for the pinches of poverty, It 
was more grief, that he received not, who 
ought to impoſe, then was any impoſition 
agrievance, Thoſe complaints might deſer- 
vedly have been commended as the brave 
commotions of noble diſpoſitions, but that 
thoſe ſpirits are evaporated and quite loſt. 
What before ſeemed a gallanttemper appear- 
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eth to be but a peeviſh invective pro- 
cceding from a diſrellifh of the griping car- 
riage ofthe nſurping Potentate, whole title 
Cit ſeemeth )) did not ſo much diſpleaſe, as 
the way of maintaining it. Bleſſed 7s he,who 
condemneth not himſelf in that which by 
appreveth. The fame perſons now cry out, 
What a King and yet taxes? We hoped to have 
been delivered from ſuch preſſures and bur. 
thens. What difference between this or tha 
Government, if the ſubjefts purſes muſt ſtill 
be open to the frequent demands of State: 
ColleFonrs ? Theſe and the like (or work) 
ſeditious murmurings grate thoſe eares, 
which had ſometime been delighted with 
more pleaſing language, So doth the hu- 
mourous changling (who preferreth himſelf 
. before all the world, yet hath not the wit 
to love himſelf aright, ) ſhew the deceitful- 
neſs of his heart, that although he ſome- 
times ſpeaketh well, there is not a greater 
ſtranger to well-meaning. There is no time 
or thing , which cometh a miſs to him, 
who 1s reſolved to let Jooſe his tongue into 
any manner of language; and of all other 
the Father of miſcheifes hath, for theſe hisin- 
duſtrious Sons in the firſt place, inſtruQi- 
ons to obloquy, asthe moſt plaigand calie. 
Biting is ſutable to a malicious _ 
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and envy taketh occaſion to ſpit venome 
at any thing, which thriveth. Theſe evils, 
althongh in ſome reſpe& we call them na- 
tural, are yet but the diſtempers of nature 
and the depraver Satan, who, undermins 
ing our reaſon and taking advantage of 
our fluctuating opinions, by certain diabo- 
lical inje&tions, ſometimes utterly diſolveth 
whatſoever in the whole man 1s noble and 
Divine, and too too commonly bringeth 
italmoſt to deſpair. From him come cauſe- 
leſs jealouſies, fears and diſcontents, they 
are his work and contrived for mans over- 
throw. But God the Authour of peace and 
lover of Concord religiouſly invocated,foon 
cleareth theſe miſts, which the Deceiver 
calteth before our wronged judgment. 
While we adhere to the dictates of his 
ſacred Spirit, pride and ſelf love, the cauſes 
of diſcontens are removed, With which 
whoſoever is filled 1s apt to be ſtrict in 
examination of other mens actions, and to 
procure to himſelf trouble from conceits of 
diſreſpe&t, want of love, forgctfulneſs of 
worth and the like. But mecknelſs and 
pure devotion will work for us better ſa- 
tisfaction and give every one to underſtand 
It to be his duty to be thankful to him, 
who giveth abilities, rather then to be im- 
| patiently 


————— 
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gee, 


ii... At... AE, 


patiently diſloyal in the love of bewitching 


diſcontent, and producing its broods of 


impieties, I call it without 1njury bewitch- 
ing, it being that Harlot, which calleth paf 
ſengers going right in their way, ſaying, wholo 
is ſimple, let him turn aſide hither, It et 
ticeth none but the ignorant, them it bs 
witcheth toits counſells and wayes, Men, 
who cannot hold a'ſtedfaſt progreſle in 
that good, which they have opportunely 
fallen into, cannot but, together with their 
folly,manifeſt a baſe incontinence deiighting 
in painted harlots, and evils diſguiſed ur- 


der the colour of good. They, whowittf 


their tongues ſometime ſo much magnified 
the royal cauſe, and ſeemed exceedingly zex 
lous of the glory of God, had even then 
(as 1s moſt evident_) ſome other ends, whict 
they would more willingly pnrſue , ſome 
caſt]es, which they were building in the at, 
ſome upon the ſands, but (although diſcour 
ling of it) they were forgetful! of the Rock 
whemxce they were hewen, and the Heaven to 
which they ſhould aſpire, It is an ill toke 
of Love in thoſe, who pretending a longing 
for the Kizgs return, which they couldbr 
content to purchaſe at any rate (O theplt 
that ſo noble a paſſion ſhould beſo ſhot 
' liv'd and happen to mect with a floating i: 
bitation! 
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habitation !) whether of life, liberty or e- 
ftate, all temporalities and preſent bleffings 
together, that theſe ſhould as much as others 
fet looſe their tongues to all manner of re+ 
pining complaints and feditious murmur- 
ings; that theſe ſhould by the impurity of 
their words ſoyl- that glorions garment of 
Loyalty,and break the well accepted bands 
of ſacred allegiance, Oh? that they would 
but diſcreetly and to their aflured fafety 
conſider from how bleſſed an eſtate they. 
have run, in how bad acondition they at 
preſent are,to whatdanger,what miſery they 
poſt away, Having that upon eafie terms, 
which they wiſhed for upon any, whence 
cometh the diſlike, or what occaſionerh the 
grief? The bleſſing too cheaply obtained 
s{lighted,yet the complaint ſpeaketh greive 
vances and burthens intolerable. Theſe ways, 
however they ſeem right in ſome eyes, yet ſurely 
the end thereof is the way of death. Undoubt- 
edly the bacl ſlider in heart will be filled with 
his own ways; and he, who will not be 
conſtant to the entertainment of his proſpe- 
rity,ſhall by inconſtancy weary it and make 
It forſake him. The forementioned wiſhes, 
and the joyes of the cnſuing ſucceſle, had 
perſeverance crowned them, could nut have 
been ſufficiently extolled. But how _ 
tne 
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the deſires extinguiſhed ? how is the joy Fo! 
abated ? how hath darkneſs ſeized upon 
thoſe temples of piety, which were ſome | 
time bright with the luſt of a ca]eſtial fire? 
To ſeea bad beginning have a good end is | 
very much deſireable 3 but to have the for- 
mer part of life bedecked with. ornas |, 
ments of dignity, and the later disfigured 
with the ſtrange contrariety of baſe and 
ſorded rags 1s ſuch an odjous evil as 
maketh the cye, which behold'ſt it almoſt jy 
hate the light, by means whereof it hadſo|, 
unwelcome a ſpectacle. Such are theſe |* 
who are either ſluggiſh or falſe in the beſt |991 
time, who upon victory obtained forſake nd 
the field and releive the vanquiſht enemy, are 
Forſoit is ; The murmurings of thoſe, who ng 
deny the Kizg due aid, doth give heart and s 
impious ſuccour to the rebel, who ſeeketh [Ay C 
nothing but an opportunity to act over his |di&t, 
old villanous commilſlions, And thereb 
do thefe men puniſh themſelves,and the bac if, 
ſlider cometh to be filled with his own ways. | 
By their clamours they whe: the appetites of ind 
ſome, who were alway too ſharply ſet upenſed, ; 
innovation, The murmurers corrupt the n 2 
circumbient air, and (till the plague ſpread-|' F 
eth further and further, whereby his 24ajeſt in 


hath more foes and conſequentry more _ Whe 
or 


; (ap.V._ of all Parties. rq7 ' 
y|for betlides homebred conſpiracies 
thereby ſtrengthened, forreigaers make 
"their plealureto affronchim, ſothar. 
e ſpeedy-lupplies given their King 1s 
*ach Subje&ts Profic and Honour, be. 
* aule the Kings injuries is tae Peoples 
1 hoth damage and ſhame, It account 


s [ite [labourer worgby of bis bire, and him) 


arner, returna free-will offering, rhe 
wrchaſe (as I may in a ſoc {peak ) of 
by continuing fecuadity.* My rcaloa 
dRtatech no leſs co me bur chat it be- 
fl krech me, Which when ſome piou; 

ſertors of rhe Peoples true libectics 
fwd happineſs had well apprehend 
"ſtd, and deſired ageneral compliance 
| 2 matcer of ſuch publick benefit 
1nd importance, how have others, 
.|Fho would ſpeak boldly againſt the 


Kinzdoms 
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Kmydoms weltare 1n performance] he 
of his duty, been exrolled for theitY ,, 
wifoome and care, by thoſe whoſſ# 
would ſtem moſt affeRionate tolſ 
his - Majeſties juſt cauſe and- perſon, 
and allo to the Peoples tranquility, lf * 
No man is his own or anothery 
friend , who adviledly multiplicth| 
or in the leaft vttereth words inf 
commedarions of bnfie and ſediti 
ous difturbers of other. mens good, ny 
intentiotts ; or ſpeaketh language, Þ un 
which is foyvvre with inward diſre-|| of 
lifhes, Ic was a very religions ex- 
preffion of that wife Senator Cool an 
who faid TOnioerſos affligit, 15. de 
qui Regt aliquid neceſſarium ſubtrabit;} "! 
quia dit lar optatur ab omnibus, cuntiii » 
tomtriſtat , f probetur offenſus. The] (, 
wit of menof this humor; who are} mc 
apt to be diſtaſted upon (o ſlight att ul 
ccount, and to give diſtaſte, whe] -. 
Men of ſound judgement @0 
WO | alway 
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alway think it a glory to be liberal, is to 
be obſerved from his judicious ſcorn of 
"mn ſuch baſe providence. Who 
t&, ty aid, Egregia Scilicet cura tie 


fied ems, ne non hoſtis cum ſeviet 


flemas domos & opulentas inveniat. Re« 


petamus memoria vaſtitates , peculatus , 


"IF exitia, &c. Should God, armed with his 


ncited Vengeance, proſecute our ingrati- 
tude and over-whelm our black deeds 
(which although our late miferies ſhould 
make us deteſt, yet our language ſeemeth 
to deſire ) with the crimſon ruines of each 
others ſlaughtered bodies, making each 0+ 


'thers ſword to revenge the wrongs offered 


unto heaven, it were leſs then the deſert 


«|| of ſo ungratful underweighing and inz 


conſiderate contemning of his bleſlings, 
Abſolom had better have been cloſe ſhaven, 
and have been. without that extraordinary 
deauty of his long hair, then to have kept 
It to be the fatal accompliſhment of his 
dyes; and his haſtened death : And eve- 
ry ſubje&t upon ſecond thoughts, will ac- 
knowledge that there is nothing more com- 
mendable in a ſubject than a frugal care of 
himſelf, and a liberal loyally; that to give 
much and want ſomething is far more pro* 
titable than, expend highly, and keep little, 

or 
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or to endanger all by endeavouring the |tie 
keeping of all. The Apoſtle S, Paul makes of 
tribute,cuſtome,ſear and hononr to be theparts, The 
of obedience; the reſpect to our duty and a' ['P 
true chearfulrreſs do perfet& obedience. It is [1 
tootoo freſh in our memories that among 0+! wal 
ther things the people clamouring concern. | 0c 
ing a ſhip money tax, and ſome other inconli.: ſeril 
derable grievances became proditor ſui, & | 
proditionis merces, Aſluredly they , who ſeal 
Love to have the Head dilhonoured and; gid 
kept bare may not prudently comfort |*al 
themſelves with the blind Hope of a long! þ®0l 
ſafety. And- indeed ( to ſpeak vlainlyY! 
none_wrong themſelves more then theſe, ter 
eſpecially if the ground of their com-' 
plaints be well conſidered, That what # cl 
required for the publick good they cannot” 
ſpare from' their own too publick vices; nec 
Want of moderation in the diſpoſing their and 
lives and affairs begetteth other wants, þ "4 
which proceeding from ill goverment mul- 
riply into diforders, and then the blame 
(forſooth) muſt be laid upon other cauſes 
and the true forgotten, It is a ſtrange: þ*'* 
kind of imaginary happineſs, wherewith 
ſome men pleaſe themſclves, to maintain } 
their own by impoveri{hing other mens Pi 


honours, and to delight in — 
tne 
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the name of that crime upon others, where» 


of themſelves onely muſt keep the guilt,. 


The contrary is the more thriving way, to 
iwpute all greivances to the right cauſes and 


' [remove them, to conlider the miſcheifes to 
EF yhich men are expoſed by extravagancies, 
Jadfor the future ſo to live within the pre 


ſribed limits of reaſon as to beable to do 
the publique good ſervice without the 
lealt ſenſe of a domeſtique injury. It a 
giddy and ſeduced faCtion in an ignorant 
tal could upon a crew (matchleſs as in its 


'F moſt execrable villanies ſo in a molt raven- 
pou appetite ) as it were force an unuſual li- 


terality, 'it is impoſſible that to pions ſub- 


fits moderate demands ( and thoſe ne- 
ailary) can prove offenſive preſſures. A 
[mall thing indeed proveth a burden to the 


neck, which loveth no manner of yoke, 
ad unwillingneſs ſtriving (although in a 
namoſt ſmooth and eaſie yoke) that neck 
Is ſoon galled, which with cheerfulneſs 
could have borne a more conſiderable | 
veight. Improvident impatience alway 


- | overturneth that happyneſs ,. whereof 
ar prudent Archite@ layeth the foundae 
ton, and one]ly meekneſs will ſee that prof- 


ferity accompliſhed , which it did perad- 


: PYenture rather hope for than foreſee« 


M a. BIT 
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2, BU [ tomemens hopes, having tiounit} 
ed ſome time upon the rocks top,areſcordy| & 
ed with the beams of other mens proſpe| ii 
rous virtues.” . Therefore where they hay 
onprofitably ſown; they will no longer ko #« 
bour, but turn themſelves to ſome otherep| 0 
crciſe, And what attera diſcouraged hoy p 
Offereth it ſeif to exerciſe the thoughts loop 
cr then, diſcontent, the friend of vitiou 
mindes,'and betrayer of innocency 3 ancyij 9 
which may peradventure glance uponi bl 
mind fraught with virtues, but never ther} '% 
inhabit or fructifie ? A wiſe man conſidered 
that no hope fixed upon things tempor a 
1s certainly ſucceſsful , and a good ma % 
knoweth that evil hopes ought not to aſpith # 
to fruitions,but to be forthwith deſtroyed 
that there may be no more of the viperal tak 
ofspring. Enjoyment is dangerous, dilcony ie 
tent upon the miſs miſchievous, Yet is it be (a 
ter to have ſome wicked men ſad becaulet thar 
their uneffefted deſignes, than all goon 
men weep by reaſon of the calamities prÞ = 

; 
y 


ceeding from evil mens unfortunate tm"? 
umphs. And diſcontent could not ha 
made its entry into a ſort of perio® 
who knew more advantagionſly to execu 
revenge by the common poyſonous wayt pt 
contumely then certain men, who Jo 


$i! 


| 
| 
[ 
' 
| 
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+ hoping for fGatisfaction of ſome illigitimate 
$| d&fires, but having their hopes fruſtrated, 
z| zemore known by their murmurs againſt, 
an] then their prayers for the Government ee 
Io} Sabifbed. And although religion muſt ſeem 
ev} {0adorne and fſanftifie their whole life , 
Of jr te, who truly knew as the comfortable 
of Mefiing, ſo the aſſured way, of an holy 
ouf it, exhorted thoſe , whom he would have 
wi thive under Chriſtian diſcipline to do all 
nal ſlings without murmurings and diſputing , 
of that they wright be blameleſs and harmleſs, the 
elf n+ of Gods, Phih2. And $.Jude an unblame: 
of ble ſervant of Chriſt, maketh it the mark 
mat ungodly men are known by, Theſe are 
nigh #murers, complaincrs, &c. Which be- 
JJ uſe moſt undoubtedly true , we muſt 
rop{ake off the ſheep-5kire and ſee underneath 
ropdthe biting Wolf; the man , who would 
wafſem innocent, yet loveth nothing more 
ſed{ſhana wounded reputation, and an afflicted 
zoo ind. But let ſuch men ſcem once Loyal 
projind till holy; we know what they were,and 
ti underlooking their paliating pretences}, 
may perceive that they are in both reſpeas, 
(00 t what they were, They have put their new 
cut{®ive 7mto their old bottles, and do but dreſs 
ay4Ptheir aged falſchood with a gay and new 
loffllioned hypocriſfie. They have _ 


hoſ 2 
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old deviſes, and the continuance of thi| gi 
grudging perverſneſs ſheweth it to beib{tho 
herent to their temper and made natunlf yi 
No muſlick giveth them ſuch delight asth the 
reproach of a ſuperiour , the recitalls 4ſt 
whoſe honour and worthy deeds (althouflf gh 
elevating good mens minds to an excetbf ay 
ing gladneſs) ſoundeth in their ears wi ki 
a jarring diſcordancy ; Nothing doth maj ef 
diſcompole and diſtort their countenanay yi] 
then ſuch unwelcome relations , but *f a 
contrary doth introduce a ſmiling feltivin] (if 
And if any of them want eares, he will maif the 
amends w:th his pregnant invention , al tei 
make a ſupply for the defect by the dow 
diligence of his tongue. Now whereWfi 
reconcilable Exmity failing of thegreati 
abilities is content with the weaker mf 
chicfes, of a murmur and complaint,themfj 
upright adminiſtrations are 'not with 
the cauſe of a diſguſt, Even virtue wh 
keepeth the middle way, ſhall be la 
with the infamy of that vice, wif 
Is 1n the neereſt extream 3 and althouff wi 
any eminent Virtue hath ſhined ſo brigit 
as to overpower diſtraftion, yet it 15h 
contriving in that lovely ſplendour,andf r 
be much darkned by the fly imputation 
ſome(though molt falſely JobjeCted failinf 
SOME contcat themſelves with ut 


{t; 
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hel miſchiefs, to have vented their ſpleen in 
eb thoſe vollics of murmurings and calamities 
unl} vithout any further deſigne then todivert 
Stef theeves of the unwary from the view of 
 d[tteir miſcarriages, by conſidering whether 
up aher mens walks are in integry and ſobri- 
ed «9, Others there are whoſe artifice ſtor- 
"ll Þ then with difingenious inveCtives out 
fd thoſe baſeſt hopes, that the muJtitude 
nah will firſt diſlike, then prepare to ſhake of 
Wa unprofitable and oftenlive yoke. Such 
mit (if poſſible) they will make it ſeem by 
mal the moſt fabtil detraftions and afperations, 
 W{teing confident that if they can thus far 
wh prevail, the people will readily blow rhe 
ew immpet and demand, What portion have we 
calf is David? But do ye indeed ſpeak righteouſ- 
mp weſe, ye pretended informers of the peoples 
mi jdgments? or do ye go arcligious way to 
Wy work thus to diſquiet not onely your felves, 
"WE but thoſe, who, delirous of relt, have with- 
a dawn themſclys from your turbulent coun- 
We {els into the tuitions of peace ? It wasa rule 

ou with the 17iſe Jſar, that a good Man ſhould 
pul be ſatisfied from himſelf. Avid indeed the 
Wy plenty of peace within ſtoreth every good 
man with much ſatisfaction, for a turther 

wF enlargement whereof he looketh not unto 
ff men, but God, Tertal/ians deicription of 
h -. 3 Pats 


{t; 


Patience. was taken from him . V ultws ill 
tranquillus & placidus, frons para malla mp 
roris aut ire rugoſitate contraFa, &c, If e 
- ſuſpect the courſe of the world to be ſome 
what perverſe, he doth not (as the coy 
is too frequegt in theſe days} himſelf my 
out of the way to reform it,but being che; 
fully vigilant over himſelf prayeth moltfe 
col.z, Vently that God would be pleaſedy 
Sun of ſhew to them, who be in error tk 
Eaft. light of his truth, to the intent thi 
they may return into the way of righteou(nti 
Alas! upon what deſperate deſigns dothth 
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precipice of evil caſt men of this vileſt tet 
per, who rather then they will not diſquit 
others, diſcompoſe themſelves? It ay 
thing be out of order, what' remedyca 
impatience bring? what end but more dio 
der? what fruit but continued vexationln, 
patience was never good reformer,and,mun 
muring doth alway make things worſe ant 
wo:ſe. But what profit it bringeth to thok 
who for nothing, or at beſt but for thetri 
of an upſtart gzord make their murmurs tell 
fie that they are diſpleaſed with Gods ors 
ance, and deem his moſt ſacred pleafurt 
unjuſt and cruel , let them judge, wit 
can, I can deſcry no pleaſure, unl 


miſcheif be ſuch, and that neither * 
| | ceptabl 


= 
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#1 ceptable nor gratifying unlcfſs it begin. at 


LET the World gohow it will, the ad- © 
{ oiniltration of a gencral ſatis{aftion 1s a 
difficult talk. We ſee the divine bounty ; 
rendred inſufficient » how then ſhali humane 
abilities be {trengthened or extenacd to 
contentment £ The evil of murmuring 1s 
certainly of the ſamc nature with other vi- 
tious inclinations 3 It is {till ſpreading, and 
the more it is humoured, the mote 11fvlent 
tisin demands, Sv do weee the mifcry of 
our times to be cheitly uphcld and nouriſh- 
ed by a phanatiqne perverlencis of men, 
Who m1y be pleaſed but will not, whote 
hate to any thing is occaſioned by other 
mens approbation, It ſecmeth they cannot 
cordially aftect that whicty hach nothing 
of them or their counſcls, They would 
be Counſellours and Favonrates, thit they 
might (as they ſay) better regulate altairs, 
and both give us the blcflings defirgd and 
jd make them more accompliſhed and catire. 
= We may hear them ſpeak, but with all 
| Jueltion whether they could then be peace. 
able upon admiſiion, The ſnake kept at 
Ciltance can do no more then hiſs, but taken 


ho 
off 1Nto the boſome will be ſurcto bite. His 
N 
) 


colnlel cannot be good, who commendeth 
M 4 nong 


none bnt his own ; nay, it cannot be other 
then bad and dangerous proceeding froman 
envenomed breaſt never but poſlefled with 
prejudice. How can he be miſtaken for 4 
wholeſome adviſer, whoat diſtance endea- 
vourecth with a peſtilent breath to corrupt 
that pleaſant tranquility, which yet It hat 
rather with a necrer malice bite into peice 
and utterly diflolve > They who removed 
a. far off and kept under the rod can dare 
with an audacious confidence to reject the 


authority, and (as it were) convene Prin | 


before their tribunal, what zealous impietis 
would they not perpetuate; if abuſed tayour 
and unwary credulity ſhould licence them to 
the neareſt approaches £2 co 

I T is indeed too too true that our a- 
Jamities have given us a large field df 
complaints; but we are ſurely out inthe 
method, - We all know what augmentati 
ons we have given them'adding both to their 
number and quality, partly by inconſiderate 
Levity, partly by preſumption and con- 
tempt of the beſt monitions, ' - Theſe have 
accumulated and exaſperated our griefs z yet 
lome mcn think themſelves ingenuous 1 
putting far fromthem the guilt,and pleading 
innocence from amidſt the throngs of the 


moſt horrid defilements. Nay they pto- 


cecd 


168 Of the different murmurings Chap.V, 


at tH ©, any mes 


T Chap. V . 


of all Parties. 


Cr —— er ee ee c—_ ——_ ao 
— — _—_ "a hk 


ceed fo far as firſt to confecrate and then 
adore impieties, and afterwards to boaſt 
of this religion: and zeal, -Being affiifted 
(as not one]y the clamours:but our fad ex. 


perience ſpeaketh- why do men make their 


faces harder then therock and refuſe to return? 
Why do men impoveriſhed by the ſtrangeſt 
exceſles and vileſt intemperances blame 
the government and the'times ? or why 
do other men wonder at the tottering cond1- 
tion of the Kingdom which themſe]ves have 


 enfeabled even to deſpair of a recovery 


to irs former ſtrength and vigor? When 


miſcheif praCiſeth all its af&ts and contri- 


vances, confuſion and diltrattion mult needs 
be the unhappy product; and why do the 
Authors ſcem to ſtand amazed art it > We 
alas! find diverſe {orts of complaints, and 
each murmurer '(xot without violence to 
reaſon) perſwadeth himſc]t that he hath 
ſome reaſon, ſome ligitimate motive to what 
he ſaith , when the contrary 1s moſt true. 
Let the affetions be cleared up and the 
influences of regal adminiſtrations have 
their due work, mens tongues would be 
more reſerved, their diftempers would be 
qualified, their paſſions calmed. T here is 
nothing, can cauſe trouble in us, if our own 
wills be diſcreetly and religioutly yore: 
cd. 
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ed. Itis too too much yielding to Satan's | , 
or his Humane Advocates ſeducing Argue | , 
ments, which breaketh the peace of our | | 
mind; For otherwiſe were the cauſes (to | | 
which are imputed our murmurings and | j 
troubles ) real , yet would nothing inci. | 1 
dent be harboured in the mind, nor rep 
nings, both unneceſlary and evil, proceed 
- from ourlips, becaule it is com- | 

Regine in cs Manded that we revile not the | 
Eee * King ſo much as in thought. lf } 
Eccleſ10.20. Injuries were ſufficient excuſe | 
for any man to break the Com- 
mandment, where would be the blcſled 
Triumph of Patient Fortitude , and Meek 
Obedience But ( God be thanked } none 
can juſtly in this caſe plead injury tor. the 
cauſe. Juſtice it ſelf ruleth him who fit- 
teth at Stern, who cannot but have learned 
to deal Juſtice to all men from the abun- 
dance 6f wrong, which himſclf hath fuffer- 
ed. Ir ſhould be each mans wiſe care to 
be juſt ro every man, for the unjuſt man 
1s the firſt troubler of himic}t ; There 
fore fhould there be put a Bridle in our 
Mouths ro curb the eager motions of 
our lips, and take away the liberty we to0 
too04much permit to our unruly tongues, 
Diſcontent ought not to ſcize upon us from 
any 
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any conceit that we are forgotten , or not 
regarded, that we are pinched or depreſ- 
ſed, Alſo our very ears muſt be cloſed to 
keep out the whiſperings of Malecontents, 
le(t cheir words entring, engenger 1n us the 
Worm of Giddinefs : Where there is wari- 
neſs, aſlaredly there is molt ſafety. There 


are at no time wanting Troublers of the 


of all Parties, I7c 


Weal pablick, whoſe words eat as doth 4 


Canker , being as $kilfal, ſo ofhcious in 
ſpreading abroad the evil of their minds, 
But let him who hearecth any thing of this 
naturs take heed of entertaining it, and 
Jet him not fo much as give the ſatisfaction 
of a Reply, otherwiſe than by contempt of 
the baſeneſs, He wholaid , 7 am purpoſed 
that my mouth ſhall not tranſereſi ha learn- 
ed that way which ſhould ke2p brmr from the 
paths of the Deſirozer. That the mouth may 
not tranſgrels, ' it is much requilite ro-Keep 
the ear. at which many times have inſcnlibly 
crept thoſe mad evils which have corrupr- 
edthe heart, diitraftcd the mind , and ſur 
upon violent courſes, not only the tongue, 
but alſo the hands, which have ſuddenly 
brought to ruine both the Aﬀors and Inno- 
cent Spectators, It we hear that which we 
may have reaſon to ſuſpe&, let us valiantly 


' Teprove, rather than finfully repiy ; and by 


Argus 
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Argumenrizing , at length be drawn to a 
Partnerſhip with ſuch as are better skilled 
in Diabolical Subverſton,than Chriſtian Edifi- 
cation : Keep we therefore our ears and. 
tongues, if we love life, and would ſee good 
days. As we deſire Others to be merciful to 
our Reputations, and not with hot words 
(they being the moſt tender good which 
belongeth to any man to torment and 
{corch them; ſo doth it eſpecially concern 
ns, not to kindle the combuſtible Traſh of 
Vulgar AﬀeCtions , by the flames whereof 
the Excellence of that Name which is fa- 
cred might be diminiſned, and Joſe that 
eltcem, in the glory whereof conſcrved, our 
chief felicity conlilteth, Let that Name be 
Magnifi-d, the full commendations where: 
of will prove Gods great blefiing upon Us 
Subjects, The glory of a Kings Name 1s 4 
Prophchie'of af[ired happineſs to light up- 
on, and relt round the ſecure people; It is 
Armour of defence at home, of offence a- 
broad, being commonly ſucceſsful above 
Policy and Power. Where the people wil- 
Jingly conttibute to the augmentation of 
Fame , obſerving the Princes good deeds, 
and applauding them, but ſmothering the 
hellith brands of ſuſpition a1d jealouſte, 


that Nation needeth not fcar ſuffering - 
t 
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der the ſtroak of untortunate calamity : 
For obſequious Charity being Gods work, 
carrieth with it his blefling, and immuzeth 
all people who delight in it with invincible 
ſafety. But Murmuring is none of his work, 
it is nothing of Kind to any thing which he 
owneth, and therefore cannot make any 
man happy. Peaceable words and actions 


_only nouriſh, Proſperity, giving the glory 


of the Divine Prefence here ( wherein 1s 
fulneſs of joy , accbrding to our capacity) 
and the hope of its Eternal Fruition in our 
Glorious Exaltation above Mortality, 4-. 
men, 


Ebuke, O Lord, the tempeſiuous troubles 
of our ſouls, calus our unquiet minds, 
pacifie our unruly affeFions and ſubdue our 


' more unruly tongues. - Leave us not in the 


troubleſome anguiſh of erroneous darkneſs, but 
make us clearly to ſee thy will, and joyouſly 
to proſecute it both' in word and deed. 
Give ns thy ſaving grace , which when 
we want we cannot but be a trouble to our 
ſelves 5, we then trouble our ſelves, and the 
turmlts of ſouls ariſe againſt thee, whom, it: 
thine Anointed, we are they apt to reproach, 
paſſing the bounds and breaking the tyes of 
religion and Loyalty. 


Bleſs 


f 


( 


Bleſs us with the knowledge of the vani+ 
ty of this world . which paſſeth away and 
deladeth as; teach ws tocommune with our 

hearts and be ſtill, and ( although therebea 
ſeeming cauſe of diſcontent )to offer the Sacri- 
fice of righteonſneſs, and put our truſt alway 
in thee. 

There be many, who ſay, Who can ſew 
us any good or benefit by the preſent efta- 
bliſhment of affairs * But ( alas blind and 
heavy ſouls ! ) why walk they in ſo vain 4 
ſhew,and are diſquieted in vain, wilifully con 
temning thy greateſt favours, and their own 
aſſured peace? | 

Surely thy ſervants do readily and hears 
tily confeſs that thou thereby haſt put 'glad. 
neſ+ in our hearts, having lift up the light 
of thy. countenance pon #5. O that we 
could. all dewoutly wait wpon thee, and bes 
hold thee in the multitudes of thy mer» 
cies. 

We are apt to errein the ſhadows of im- 
aginary injuries, unleſe by thy eſpecial grace 

preventing us we are kept from turning «- 
ſtde into thoſe deceitful paths. 

Seud out, we pray thee , thy light awd thy 
truth \ let them lead ns,let them bring us tothy 
boly hill and tothy tabernacles, where we ſhall 
forget complaint, and ſing a new ſong, _ 

\ #808 
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thon ſhalt put into our months , even Praiſe 
wio our God. 

0 thou moit gratious Saviour, who haſt 
brought us up out of the horrible pit, ont of 
the miry clay, and ſet our feet above danger, 
eſtabliſh our goings and prevent our back- 
fidings, 

Let us nt forſake our harbour, nor make 
the vanity of aur words the purchaſe of anew 
calamity. ; 

But what have we wretches already done? 
how far have we tranſereſſed? what have 
we, nay, what have we unrighteouſly ſpok- 
en? Pardon onr unthank ful murmurings, 
and for the time to come ſet a watch up- 
on our words , and keep thou the door of 
our lips. 

Let not the a—_— of our own tongues 
overtake us , but thy goodneſs mightily 


' Prevent us, that we may be converted and 


healed. 
It is inthy power to ſet up and to deſtroy, 
to enthral and enlarge, and them thatſeek 
thee, thou never forſakeſt. Give thy peo- 
ple perſeverance in prayer to thee, the God of 
their help; then wilt thou , who haſt given 
courage to continue, give grace alſo to 0b- 
taine ;, and their deſires accompliſhed wil 
Joy and refreſh them. 
Our 


Onr wants thou knoweſt and alone canſt 


relieve 5 though we are poor | and needy," Im 
thou thinkeft upon us. Why then are our | 
fouls caſt down? why are they diſquieted' Jn 
within ns? If werelye upon thee .. thou wilt 
enliven us, and no good thing wilt thou with-+: 


hold from us, if we walk, uprightly before' | 


thee. 


thoſe murmurers, who lifted up their voices 
againſt the Leaders of thy people, deſtroyed 
in the wilderneſs, to the intent we ſhould 
at luſt as they lulted : Thou haſt aljo given 
encouragement to our faith, promiſing that 
when we patiently wait for thee, thou wilt 
enclinethine ear unto ws, and hear our cryes, 

Therefore will we reſrain our tongues from 
evil, and, 'accuſtoming them to prayer, wil 
draw nigh to thee in an acceptable time 
when thou mayeſt be found, that thy loving 
kindneſſe and "truth may preſerve us at 
ſuch time as evils do encompaſs ns and the 


puniſhments of our iniquities taketh hold 


upon 9. 


Send, O Lord, thine holy Ghoſt and pout. 


into our hearts, that moſt excellent giſt of 
charity , the very Bond of Peace , and of all 
Virtues, which neither doth nor ſpeaketh it, 


thee. 
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Thou haſt ſet before us the exaniples of 


but acquieſceth in the ſweet i” | 
is 
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Tas The wil make thy great Miniſters govern- 
acceptable to the people, and the peo- 


r ſts obedience exemplary tothe world, ſothat 
d' Jiny ſhall dwell in our Land, and thoſe, who 
= 


up not the might rof thy Majeſty will be cons 
-mrted unto thee, art the only bleſſed and 
[ig loriows Potentate,King of Kings and Lord 
of WY World without end, Amen, 


Our Father which art in Heaven,@*c. 
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Of the fr cquent defires of breaking m 8 


s 


into Rebellion , and the means by th( for 
Inſtigators uſed ; viz. Repr oaches yp| we: 
on the King and Church. owt 


URMURING isa Spark forall ye 
out of an il]- diſpoſed breaſt infb| y, 


mcd with Dilloyalty , and Bil yhi 
great ſin when it is leaſt ; but is excelin| ,, 
in its call for Vengeance , when (as noy)it je 
is let looſe againſt a good and gracia « { 
Prince, Andfſurcly (however by ſome mafy, | 
applauded) they are fouly miſtaken in tit 
Commonwealth , who fteep all their.bs 
mours 1n gall, and yet would entitle thet 
ſelves Patrons of Unity, and havenot loi 
{ſince ( when there was no diflention bul 
their owa delired ) been pretended. Peh 
tioners for FPeaces For ſuch ( as that glo 
- 1unx us Martyr judicioully obſenoſe 
6 Eph. 4.;, VEth ) themſelves know not the 

what Spirit they are, although lhe 
other men ſee it to be fire they call for- Riſe 
bellna hath its beginnings in ſuch whilptby's 

| ring 
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rings , diſcontented and doubtful words 
-| being caſt forth as a Lureto draw tome, 
| not yet fully fitted, to ſuch devilliſh de. 
.| fins, and alſo to bring together the blou- 
6 dy beakt-birds of Prey, We cannot (God 
Ik frbid it ) judge ſo uncharitably of ſome 
j.| ven, that their inclinations are ſo propenſe 
| tflaughter, and the Publick Ruine, be- 
cauſe their words. make them ſomewhat 
forgetful of their Duty, and the Reverence 
od they ſhould bear to Anointed and Conſecra- 
Ib 1d Majeſty, and alſo to Truth it ſelf; 
#11 which they torture to make their relatiz 
ons credible : But the ſubtil refolved Re- 
/*1 bel, by this kind of words, maketh proof 
1 & ſfuch,as he hopeth,by ſeveral pretenſtons, 
Mm bring to a 'curſed Complication ; and 
Flaving (as he accounteth it) Juckily pro- 
# ceded in this beginning, he 1s no longer 
For dallying by privy Murmurs , but dif- 
Mburtheneth his foul ſtomach . by ſtrong 
FContumclies, and loathſome Reproaches ; 
441f his paſſion before wanted vent , his 
words fly out like bluſtring winds, which 
"4mnſettle and make rough the calm tides of - 
Ithe peoples affettions ; or as if with them 
Pe were reſolved ſiddenly to put in pra- | 
AJ the diftates of his rage, he intendeth 
47 Storm to become Maſter of whatſoever | 
mp N 2 good 
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good his envious Soul wiſheth ill to ang Fel 
ther. Therefore having long” acted 4 lacs 
lows part in humbling himſelf, and ſhaking yg 
the head as if ſomewhat. or other inthe 
Supreme were. ont of order, he will nafg. 
at length ſtick tc rel] the people, that thee] y. 
is none appointed to do Juſtice, or tha yi, 
knoweth Judgment. He thinketh it no gr 
vil. tcodiſhonour the King in his Miniſtey hl 
reiterating the Old Crys againſt Evil Com'yur 
ſellour:; m his Judgment, toraſmuch asf p,, 
hath choſen, and maketh uſe of ſuch zl} g;g 
his Faith, as if his word were not kept; ut] , 

his Diſpoſction, as if naturally unkind, al £,. 
unnecellarily exaCting of his People heay jult 
Taxcs 3 in his Religion, being a favoured} 4. 
Popery : And indeed all thoſe things,whid grit 
others (knowing they therein glorific 6d jy, 
and do his Majeſty right _ think-meet 8 q,,; 
have publiſhed with the higheſt commend ,,, 
tions of deſert, he will needs ſeem to leq 1, 
God and the World in miſconltruing a Q,, 
depraving : But to men ſober and judidf y, 
ous , he diſcovercth his Religion and WW w; 
to be bit a guilded lye. And theſe py wh 
tenlions ({methinks) cannot but be too Wl the 
known to paſs even the Ignorant witboll |. 
ſuſpition: For (to anſwer no farther pg 


their baſe objections) look back who the 
| ene 


Wi | 
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6] ger pleaſeth upon thoſe of time pait, who 
Wl tecauſe they would ( forfooth ) ſeem moe» 
Wi ft at firſt ; and thercfore not directly to 
the kyel at their Kirg , rendred their modeſty 
Mgmach the more cxecrable , by. how much 
el he more we yet feel the ſmart of their 
Wl Hows, who would make their Kirg mot 
'&] dorious , and only knock down Evil Coun- 
MI lars. It was never known that Rebels 
*1 yanted 3.pretence ; he that imployeth them, 
? kaveth them not deftitute of his helps and 
in 


Wl ifts, which are not the courſeſt and worlt 
W contrived. Among all his devices , they 
Wl fad moſt advantagious to their deligns the 
Ml pltification of their own proceedings by 
the contempt of other mens , either Inte- 
a grity or ſufficiency. And ſo violently are 
a they addiaed to this plauſible fin of Deta- 
p vation, that thcy are almoſt able to deceive 

the very Ele , perſwading them ( were it 

poſlible ) to the -dread of thoſe Commilit. 
1 ons whereof they were never guiitv, tQ 
make the moſt Innocent ſuſpect themſtlves. 


"4 Vich the @aaxraathen this violence for ap39/ 


while paſleth currant for Pious Zeal, and 
Light ſent down from the Habitation of 


tne preſent Age, and to reduce into a Vri- 
N 3 mitive 


they ſcem no lcſs.than the Metiengers of 


folinefſs to reform the corrupt manners of 


6 
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mitive Order the Attairs of Church and 
State ,* through negligence and time run 
into a deplorable confuſion. It is not ih- 
deed a thing ſtrange, that what they fo 
hotly and yet ſo conſtantly obtruded upon 
the vulgar peoples abuſed credulity, wasfo 
readily accepted , and ſo long retained, 
The ſame way being once proſperous, they 
reenter , and Good they now call Evil, 
aan they publiſh tro the world what 
udges and Reformers they would prove, 

whoſe very beginning is with ſubverting 
the cauſe of the Upright, and cannot thrive 
without the Devils Patronage and coun) 
that the filly may be reduced, and unſtable 
ſouls drawn into the grievous and fatal 
puniſhment of their promiſed inlargement 
and felicity : A ſad felicity indeed , which 
muſt have ſuch inſtruments, and ſo horrid 
an entrance and paſſage, which muſt begin 
in Cruelty, and ſwim on in'Rivers of Tears 
and Blood ! For their malice, who by un- 
due aſperſions and unjuſt reproaches privi- 
ly murder the Innocent gpmar there cont. 
ned: Experience hath affured *us of the 
truth of the Wiſe Man's Rule , that the 
words of the wicked are ts lie in wait fot 
blood. The Envious and Malicious are nes 
ver ſatisfied with the triumph of doen 
| = 
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Chap.VI, breaking out into Rebellion, 1833 
ad torn Fames , but build their hopes vp» 
om Piles of {lJaughtercd bodies, and ſeek to 
aſe themſelves Fortunes out of the Rub- 
biſh of a ruined Commonwealth, Here hath 
ken an old grudge, nay, an inveterate hate 
nan Enemy, fomctime pretending to Re. 
conciliation , but indeed to defires of new 
maiſes ſo ſtrongly wedded , that it may 
well from them be made a general admoniz 
tion , that every man do warily ruſt the 
ſncerity of reconciled Enemies, It is well 
obſerved by one , that 7he _” 
preteſt diſeaſe of diſtrult , and yy. © 
wſt incurable, is in hi: mrho 

hath wronged his Prince, whoſe ouilly Cons 
ſence feedeth on fearful diſtruſt, thoreh 3:0 
þſt occaſion be offered. Theſe unyguict {p1- 
nts, although they have promiſed , nay 
worn Allegiance, yet ſound Realon tor. 
viddeth any too confidently to truſt them, 
whoſe refage is Aedea's Ablolution, * 
gue ſcelere patta ft ſcelere rumpetur ſides, 
What they pertidicufly ſeyear , they will 
8 deceitfully break : Peace they love. no 
longer than neceſſity compelj<th them to it, 
G&barring them the opportunities of Com- 
notions, which they molt artificially court, 
9d diligently ſolicite. 'Rather than not 
mu their beloved fin, they will tempt 
N 4 all 


all occafions till they find a way to advance 
both it and its intereſt. Theretore they 


violate truth, obligations, duty and con, 
ſcience, teſt any of theſe ſhould by the 


help of inquiſitive fear make them ſee and 
purſue better things. They who adore 
impiety making the ſaccefles thereof their 
Paradiſe , mult reer their conſcience, and 
do abominate ſcrupulous -niceties, onely 
uling the name of good for the greater 
contuſion of ſuch as embrace the. ſubs 
ſtance. | ww. 
\- T O know whether their deviſes tend 
we mult gueſs by the rules of contrariety, 
their. meanings having ever contradidted 
their profeſſions. They pretend to re 
formation + but Jet ſuch as have had- the 
molt aged experience of their performances 
ſpeak plainly, and acquit others of the 
dangers. of fallacies Wemight well think 
the ſubverſion of a Kingdome to be no good 
Phylick . for the Church therein, neither 
that. civil wars, which do licenſe miſdea- 
meanour, :can introduce good manners. 
Their words had heretofore inſtead of 
more. ſoundnefs infuſed madneſs into the 
people, and toomuch aftionheightened the 
dittrmpers of .the Nation ,: 'which conve- 
nent reſt will qualifie,. .Until they ar 
1A {s , CT1Dc 


i 84 of " the frequent deſires of Chap.Vl. | 


—— CO 7 


VF 


0; © 


*, -— 3 i. > $f. ao 


WL 


GhipIVI. breaking ont into Rebellon, 185 


cribe this, they will never be good Phyfi- 
cians, Give it this, and each part of the 
body will thereupon be reduced to its or- 
der- and duty. © When temperance guideth 
thoſe,” who now trouble themſelves and o= 
thers, we may have juſt cauſe to Hope for 
the ſo much diſcourſed Reformation. But 
no encouragement 1s there for us to ſup. 
poſe that they . can ever do others good, 
who do themſelves ſo much harm jn being 
the profeſied fattours of diſobedience 
men, who make it their ſo:e employ ment 
to bring up an evil report upon God's in- 
heritance, and to ſtir up the peoples ma. 
lignity againſt the King and Church, T hey, 
who taught the Jſ+aelztes the ſcurrilous 
leflons of reproachtul taunts againſt the 
Prince and the Arch-Fiſhop, Aoſes and Aa- 
ro, brought a plague upon themlſclves and 
the miſadviſed tribes z yet did they pretend 
a remedy againſt ſome (I know not what) 
evils, There can no plague prove ſode- 
ſtructive as this ſpreading one brought in . 
by ſedition, which ( to our great ſorrow 
and ſhame _) hath been known to ſearch 
and ſweep each corner and part of theſe 
miſerable Kingdomes, and when after its 
long rage, by diſcontinuance we hoped 
for reſpite, by theſe poyſonous blalts it 
h threatneth 


threatneth anew its return and triumphs, 
But God (we truſt) will make theſe me« 
naces to be but the regardleſs puffes of 
angry vanity. For theſe Hopes we have 


ground fram the rich authority of God's' 


woryl, which tcſtifieth that He, who hideth 
hatred with lying lips, and he that uttereth 
a flander is a fool; And then we are ſure 
that he anſwereth the fool according to his 
Folly, God can do what he pleaſeth, and 
1s moſt gracious and merciful, whom we 
- ought earnefily to beſeech that he would 
not uſe rheſe men as the ſcourge of our 
tranſgreſſions, neither »ake ws a rebuke unto 
the fooliſh, But certainly ſuch as have 
ſeen the event of thoſe former dilhonora- 
ble reports raiſed, and kept on flight by 
the complicies of rebellion,cannot otherwiſe 
judge of the ſame things again praiſed, 
but that the intents are the ſame, and would 
. produce the like effects, did not God's mer- 
cy, prevent and fruſtrate. He, who rebuked 
the winds and the Sea roaring againſt the 
Chwrch, both in Chriſt the Head, and the 
Diſciples the Members, who with with a 
Peace be ſtill, quieted the loud voyce of the 
diſobedient winds, and laid the rude tumult 
of the rebellious waves, can ſoon ſubdue 
theſe peſtilent tongues 3 and he, who doth 
Lt 
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Let them from proceeding furtier in miſ- 
cheif. will (we need not doubt) ſtill let 
until they be taken out of the way. 

BUT to ſee of what a various and 
partly-coloured ſubltance Hypocriſie is com- 
poſed, would make any one much to mar- 
yel how ſuch antipathics' could be com- 


bined in one body to make a publique 


cheat. 


Nil mortalibas ardunnm ef, 
Calum ipſum petimus ſtultitia, 


Men alarm Heaven it ſelf, as if t 


| would (O wretched Age!) pull God's Chil- 


dren out of his boſome ; and all preten- 
lively for his ſake, whoabhorreth the cru» 
elty as much as he diſowneth the ſervice, 
The Church being reproached, and the 
King the Head thereof aſperſed with ca- 
lumnies, they ſay, it is all for Religions ſake 
and Gods glory,” of vainare ſome to. ſhake 
hands (as that glorious Martyr obe 
lerved) with their allegiance, and 
obedience under pretence tolay faſter hold on 
their religion, Theſe filthy dreamers how 
regardleſs they are of ſo grand acrime as 
the deſfiſing Dominions and ſpeaking evil of 
Dignities, nay, of fathering the ſame _ 
Go 


K.Char, I . 


 Godas if he took not vengeance of villanies 
' but countenanced and rewarded ' them, 
They, caſt out the name of religion.tobe. 
Smle ſome filly ſouls, pleading God's Ordie 
nance and-will for what they ſacrilegiouſly 
attempt agamlſt his Azointed ones 5 as if that 
ſpotleſs Purity, ard purely perfed Unity were 
too: liberally divided into contradictions 
of its own writ and patern. But he isthe 
ſame ever conſtant and good Ged, who fo 
far deteſteth ſuch' wickedneſs, that, by the 
decree of his dreadful juſtice, is ordained 
for ſuch reprobates a plice of endleſs bit- 
terneſs and: torment with the Divel and his 
Angels ( company and reward ſuitable to 
' ſuch galiiſh ſpirits, which triumph intortur- 
ed reputations and bloody delights ) into 
which the weight of their (ins'will moſt 
deeply repreſs and over-whelm them. Sin 
is.a weighty evil, and fins againſt Autho- 
rity are exccflive, but the largeſt term is 


\___to0_ narrow for this, ' which capacioully 


compriſeth a delign againft the Powers c&- 


leſtial and terrcne. Into the inferior parts - 


ofthe bottomlileſs pit, where the dregsof 
treaſured fury, muſt this ſoaring ambition 
unrepented of irrecoverably tall. O letus 
humbly Sollicite Heaven begging for them 


the reſcue of repentance and the expiatory 
blood 
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bleod of that Innocent Lamb, whom they 
Religiouſly revile and perfecute, Let not 
their reproachful words found louder than 
our importunate prayers. God 1s gracious ; 
who knoweth but that he may turn, an 
have mercy upon them, although their pro. 
vocations have never ſo impetuoully refilſt- 
ed his Clemency. 

BUT although many whom they injure 
(doubtleſs) forget not this holy Office, 
this Divine Charge given by him , who did 
vouchſafe to be 2 General SatisfaF&ion, and 
the Saviour of all , yet theſe would (if 
poſlible) diſcourage all good ; and by their 
continuance,or rather their farther _ ge- 
ment in evil, endeavour to dull the ſharps 
clt appetites of the moſt Noble Benefa- 
(tors. Nothing ſerveth their turn, but the 
deſtruction of ſuck as by their daily tears, 
and continual prayers, defire to pacife 
Gods Wrath juſtly kindled againſt ſuch un» 
conſcionable and mercileſs men , who bear 
an immortal hate to all, who will not a- 
gainſt Reaſon and Conſcience ſubſcribe to 
the violation of Religion. Some men think 
other mens obedicnce and good Govern- 
ment of life to be tneir fins, as if it were 1m- 
peſlible for one man to-be righteous with- 
out anothers condemnation, Indced their 

| Con- 


Conſciences might have been enlightned, 
anc their paths adorned with true Beauty, 


had they but Grace to obſerve ſome mens 


ſtritPiety.and exaCtne(s of obedience,upon 


whom yet their chief induſtry hath beenim, 


.ployed toraiſe a ſeandal and publick odinm, 


Ambitious and evil Neighbours know that 
their counterfeit blaze looſeth its admiratis; 


on in the preſence of trte brightneſs, and 


when the Heavenly Glories afford an un+ 


velled luſtre: Therefore they will have 


them firſt beclouded and darkned, and af. 


ter (as their power ſerveth) removed nearer 


Heaven, lett their Propinquity ſhould overs, 


power obſcuring vapours, and Truth dif. 


covered only become admired. So ſtrange, 
1d 


it is to conſider, that men, to whom God 


gave one only Original , ſhould, in build-. 
ings of the ſame nature and compoſure, have: 
ſuch diflerent furniture, in like frames of 


body have unlike minds, ſome. bright, 
beautiful, and glorious z ſome dark, ugly, 
and vile affeftions, Gotoo, impudent Zea» 
lots, and disband your baſe low thoughts 


which triumph in deſtruction, and countit. 


fit matter of applauſe to overthrow: multis 
tudes for your diſlike to ſome; ſome whoſe 
Eminency in good tortureth your envious 
hearts. Ceale 

make 
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make a profitable exchange of Pride for 

Humility , and Self-denial, of Envy for 
contenting Charity. - Only from Pride come 
th contention ; thence cometh ſtubborn- 
neſs, diſloyalty, and diſobedience; thence 
come vain hopes, by which you behold 
your Self-promiſed Canaan, towards which 
you will needs walk through -a Xed Sea. 
| is this that will not allow other men 
their deſerved commendations or rewards : 

Becauſe you think ' yourſelves diminiſhed 

by anothers Greatneſs, do you well to en- 

deavour to deject and trample upon him, 

that from off his bulk you may proclaim 

your own advancement? That Emulation 

. 1s blameleſs, nay landable, which putreth 
men upon deſires of becoming equal to the 
beſt,not to the greateſt ; which ſeeketh not a 
ſolitary happineſs, but wiſheth to all a Part- 
nerſhip, nay a fulneſs of that content which 
truly worthy Mans ſeeking, and above 
the reach of Fortune , excellent and dura» 
ble, But that which beſt befitteth Man is 
not alway in his deſires, nor is the honeſteſt 
way in requeſt and traverſed, Wicked 
men will not part with the Airy imaginati- 
on of ſome near felicity, for the promiſe of 
a future joy : They will not judicioully 
weigh the peril and uncertainties of their 
; ungrounded 


ungrounded hopes with the benefit of 1n-" 
ward peace, :and.the certainty of the Cele: 
ſtial Kingdom promiſed to them who ſeek- 
it, and its. righteouſneſs, They* deſtroys 
themſelves far lack of knowledge , turning” 
Religion into ungodlineſs, and a iye; while: 
they would deceive others, they. chiefly, 
deceive themſelves: They find their long-! 
entertained hope to become fruſtratez and; 
that which ſweetned their evil travel, dot 
inthe ead turn to bitterneſs, and diſreliſh. +, 

THIS is certain; yet cannot Experl-, 
ence or Monition guide them into. more-. 
wholeſome ways: Cuſtom to do evil per-, 
ſwadeth them togo on, although the events. 


of others counſel a retreat z and when their; 
Conſcience ( notwithſtanding their Arts,of” 
ſuppreſſion )letteth fly into their face$any . 
jutt accuſation (as ſhe is molt uncorrupt)'; 
then ſudden counſel deludeth them with'. 
the perlwaſion , that the Commitſiion of a - 
ſecond (although greater) Villany , expta+.. 
teth the former. So Cain unnaturally mur-'/ 
thered his Brother , as if this had been the - 
meetelt Sacrihce of Attonement which he. 


could offer to, his injured God. Our Javiſh 
Reprovers, ſometime paſt, committed ma- 
ny exccrable and bloody ſinsz they would 
now ſilence them, by laying upon themthe 
heavy 
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tavy-Foundationof a ſecond, Rebellion s. 
Nether is the Foundation different , but. 
te fame with the former; And that they 
mend to rea@ the former , we' may. know 
a retaining, 'and in this manner exht- 
ihg to publick view the Enligns of their 
Holy War, Pride, Malice, and Envy. F 
"NOW unleſs they finde a Canſe to dt- 
kte upon', the Plot falleth: Ir is chietly 
then for the Churches ſake that intheir que» 
niſous relations they give any obliqueglan* 
&upon his Majeſty. They ditl; ke. the pre- 
{nt eſtabliſhmenc of Church-affairs, and all 
(whether high or low) who favourably in+ 
- [fine to the furtherance of her Peace, For | 
is woe may call the ſelling Souls for a tran» 
tory price profit ) they found it- merry 
ingling in Religions troubled waters, and 
| With a Renovation of the pleaſures. Thence 
nethey difpleaſed, that ſuch as love Jeru» 
|/dem, and' pray for her Peace , ſhovld-pro- 
-|##. Such Oppoſites cannot both at once _ 
-[firive, but'the fall of the one'isthe riſing 
"]#the other, Now it is manifeſt, that they 
who have heretofore given moleſtation to 
the Church atid State, mult either obſtinate- 
| purſae their firſt courſe, or elſe openly 
vcuſe themſelves'of Rebellion , or at leaſt 
 Errour, They cannot digeſt the latter, 
O and 


Ge of the frequent defies of Crag Vl | 
aud the former having proved more adyan.. |* 
us,” more forcibly perſwadeth and-ars } 
gueth a ſelf-defence to be Legitimate, as. i 
authorized'by” the Law of- Nature: And; he 
although themſelves only diſturb the Pubs by 
lick Peace, yet their own diſſention muſt! |® 
be termed only a Guardant Vigilancy; j* 
And when they calnmniate their Father, I 
and revije theit Mother, the better tocoun- [| 
renance their unnatural Riots, this muſt be i 
eſteemed but a' forced diſcovery of ap» [4 
proaching/ miſchiefs. Indeed: it was ever ix 
feen, that unreaſonable men, who make no ]* 
Conſcience of any aCtions,. plead, for Juſt ad 
freation, zece ty, which urgeth them for- the 
ward to the vindication of publick wrongs, |< 
and the reducing the loſt Order of Aeligi [*% 
of. For the common people's ealily over} 
ſwayed atfeions, being drawn aſide with an, 
ſuch weighty impurations as theſe men cot | * - 
fidently- alledge, will not be counterbaly Wit 
lanced and drawn aright by the conſiders [® | 
tions, that Rebellion is no fit Coerſive fot [0 
any Superiours inordinate' carriages that hy) 
an Inferiour may not be diſobedient , be " 
cauſe a Superiour may ſometimes happenin% 
ſome things to be miſadvifed - And therefj9%4 
fore it isneceſlary to their purpoſes , avde|;) 4 
_ Fercalumtiari ; and ther fome thingo aa 
[: 


| {(ap. VI. breaking out into Rebellion. 195 
| [i fure ro ſtick cloſe , whereby they will 
- In6the abuſed Vulgar''((their' beſt Inſtru- 
, ]#&nts) with the {lighter examination. if 
| {ten there appeareth- anything -good , that . 
all be either ſomewhat barbed of irs Ho- 
mar, or altogether ſlandered: with a bad 
atention, and evil end; 'if- any 'aCtion 
ove ambiguons, it ſhall be no leſs than 
atollerably evil z and if there do' happen 
tmall failing. ( as, God help, the wiſeſt 
annot alway prevent) that” ſhall be fo ' 
@trouſly managed, ſo craftily augmented, 
wtevery circumſtance ſhall appear a io ; 
4 {ad one poor fault, which"rather'denoteth 
q. [maniry than Impiety, ſhall be 'termed a 

- [@olition to , nay, a common practiſe of 

; Inekedneſs, Then having told their tale 
+ [othly , the cloſe: of all is Exſe reciden- 
a4 jw; the Sword muſt inſtate all in order. * 
[THUS although they ſeem ta' breath 
al |Mbing but Celeſtial Sweets; 'and with 
+ [® [frength thereof to drive away the 
fot [Xious vapours of impnrity.s though God 
hat [0 Religion be their whole diſcourſe, which 
bes (Mld be a token of their near relation to 
ain tkaven » Yetto the meekneſs of a'Chriſtian 
eres | aftion , and the Divinity of Concord, 
de (5 are not inclined , for the way of peace 
willſ®* they not known.. Gods Kingdame was © 
le O2 ” _nevyecr 
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never. propagated by the Sword, much.leſs 
doth he Anthorize\Rebellious Wars for the | 
Reformation of, the Chxrch-- So: that ins 
ſtead of an inflamed/Devotion, there's nos | 
thing but a burning Hatred lying hid unde | 
arch Hypocriſies inftead of publick good, 
avarice and particular ſelf-ends: .God then | 4 
forbiddeth ſuch ſervice , and no man can | 
toreſec/any good to. follow. Now totell | ® 
us of. ſincer? Religion in the contempt of the | 
Divine Law, or to demonſtrate the Utiky | i 
accrewing to the Commonwealth by aCml]% 
War, mult be by! fuch mad perſwafions Au 
that none but men-(deſtitute- of Wit andſ'®; 
| Gracecanpgive or receive them. It is veÞ5; 
ſtrange, that men: of any Natural Faculte|” 
ſhould abandon-themſelves to the curſe af* 
a fruitleſs Study, renouncing Reaſonts fl 
extol, Whimſtes arid Vanity : For if thighs " 
haviour, with the moſt artificial gloſs, cf '* 
be any other, who can determine of thþ-® 
hopeof Sincerity, and the Crown of Inca +1? q 
ruption ? Surely the people could not tile; 
imagine 4 vain thing , but. that like Fw 
they have ſaid in their hearts, there is |. 
Gods or that the Lord doth not fee, neitW| 
doth the Almighty regard it - but let tle | 
wot be deceived, for God is not mocked- Wi X 
- Who from the Throne of Grace behold 


ti 


a | Gap. V1: -oreating out into Hebeliron,— 10% _— 


te Innocent, with an-5mpartial eye -ſeerh 
Beko of the ungodly ; ang that 
wthe intent that he'may , bring down, proud 
ba WOK > and the mouth that Jpeaketh great 
1728 | 


” n H OW dearly fome men love Commo- 


[| 


4 


the 


can |00ns, and will not have reafonto perſiyade, 

| ut viglenceto,obtrude upon mens Conſt - 
ences , not what 15 mls fitting, but what 
fy | Bt {clves defire'! Let them take heed, leſt 
4 | goubles and commotions, unavoidably ſei. 


> 
bs 
5 
ef £t 


[1 errours , .whereby , they would ſeem to 


& 


and the Chunches , bota direction and Pit 
| +3 prayers for them:, who make-unwar- 
.-zantable breaches upon-,the holy Com- 
v.nandment, are the-moſt uſual Weapons of 
&.their Reforming, and meek Revenge. The 
gentle coerlive of prayer . for Kings , and 
1 thoſe who are in Authority, doth undoubt- 
tdly move Heaven, and bring Earth to a 
> = oY "ſacred 


* ato campatſion 3. and pecording to Cbhriſts . 


der, ſooner than any whatſoever compul. 
ſive Arts of weathful contrivance. Prayer 
and tears are of an exccllent poxer , ma- 
king the heavy minds of the molt difobe. 
dient and wicked to aſcend Heavenward, 
contemplating that compallionate [Good- 
eſs, which revealcth it ſelf to them, who 
were long ignorant of it. Rivers of waten 
run down mine eyes, becauſe they keep notth 
Law , ſaid a moſt curiotus patern of Holt 
'neſs, who thought this remedy more pre 
valent than any within the teach of his 
Temporal {though Regal) power. Much 
greater reaſon (doubtlc(s} hath” a Subjet 
to bear: with his Superiour ?* But if the 


Royal Dignity think nor ſcorn lay afide. 


the Sword, and turn Execurion into mouth. 
ful Interceſlion, how much more willingly 
ſhould every Subject put on devout Hr 
mility ,' the glorious Badge of his Chriſtie 
Profeſſion , which bringeth down the Di- 
vine Graee as fructifying ſhowres upon the 
barren hills? If theſe opeti mouths ſpeak 
truth , yet ſhould they Know when to 
ſpeak, and when to conceal it, all truths 
being not to be uttered, Neither indeed 
would any bnt a brood of cirſed Chan's 
Immbdeſtly utrer to the world , and with 
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"n obſcene finger point out tteir Fathers 
hkedneſi, Truly their Fathers open .infire 
nity diminiſherh not the baſeneſs of their 
impudence and ſcoffs, nor freeth them from 
the danger of the approaching doom, 
Chains of ſuch unnatural ;viſlany. - But 
prayer (which publiſheth nothing ſpeaking 
to him alone, who knoweth all things) 
maketh a ſpeedy alteration of hearts , not 
ſo much covering the ſhame of ſome paſt 
miſcarriages, as transforming all-giving 
Grace to a ſometime ſpotted and disfigure 

mind. They then who contemn this way. of 


Reformation, do in vain, pretend to. zeal 


and uprightaeſs ; For God having joyned 


his Fear , and the Kings Honoxr together, 


it isa ſtrange fallacy in their courſe of life, 
who diſhonour the Kirg and his ncarelt 
Miniſters, to give the clearer demonltratt- 


ons of their fear of the King of Kings. 


AGAIN, were there ſo much truth in 
heir words as might mae the condition 
of thoſe on whom they ſeck to falten their 
Imputations, to need or deſerve their pity, 
and were theſe CorreCtors of others really 
inclined to a only withinthe lines of pub- 
lick benefit, yet ſober perſons would (be- 
\fore they enter upon atiy ſuch aQions ) 
_*” "Ds cen 


798 Of thi ſrequent deſires of Chap\Vy. 
conſider whether good may be obrainet{a 
ableſling; whether one good may bein. 

' troduced ' without difplacing 'a greater | 
good, or igtroducing as great an evil to 


'cqunterbalance it. That moit Pious and 
Judicious Kizg very pertinently asked this 
queſtion , Fhat good man bad not rather 
"want what be moſt deſired for the peoples 


"goed, than obtain it by unlawful and. itrelis 


gions means? It isthe glory of every good 
tan to; hear the applauſe, but withal by 


worth to entitle himſelf to the name of 2 


Publick Bentfaffor, No man is ſo prodipal 
, of -his Soul, as to inſtate others.in Paradl 
, with his own Damnation ;, to procure tt» 
Targement of Religion: Freedom to a pep: 
ple by ſach foul ' means as the Purity'& 
Religion abhorreth: But no man 'can'e@- 
pet the Divine Blefling, who to his aCtions 


hath not the Seal of the Divine Apptobin 


tion; muchTeſscan he ſincerely love God, 
or ſtady PopularRedemption, who {oveth 
-not himſelf, but hath delivered himſelf & 
vera Captiveto the Enemy.of all goodueb, 
' and ſincere felicity, For a man boldly to 
ſtand up, and bravely to acquit himlelf in 
the: defence of God's and his Countrits 


Cauſe, is deſervedly reputed 4 moſt wo | 
* 


ſervice; aſervice,as every where commen 
able, 
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taken:Butchen there muſt be no by intereſt 


| twiſted rogerher with his, (for that is/the 


ay ro weaken'the help that cometh/down 


 fom the Almighty ) neither any ways at- 


temprcd but'commundable and honelt, Jeſt 
the honour of the Good' Cauſe be buried 
mthe infamy of the needleſrand bad ſuc- 


1 cours, and God give ſacceſs 'accordifig ito 


the ways wherein they 5 who pretend{ for 


\ tim, do walk and att. He whoentreth-up+ 
{ ona Religious War muſt be Gods Commiſ- 


foner , and no way abuſe his credit, by ex- 
teeding his Commillion, 'or diverting into 
private Ciſterns the courſe of thoſe ſtreams 


which Go appointed for a general ſatisfa- 
'Eion. If he tranſgrels, hets not what he 


would be'in' Opinion, either Gods Ser. 


'yant,, or the peoples Benefattor 3 he 1s but 
the ontward Repreſentative of that gbod 
which'he preacheth , ſtuffed up with Þaie- 


neſs, and pettilent miſchiefs. Now thor 


who abhorreſt Idols, doft theu commit Sacri- 
ledge © This was the Apoſtles queſtion, intis 


matmg it as a ſtrange thing , that Vice 


ould corre& Vice, and!Satars Kirgdavs 
be divided, Got, whoncederh not any help 
forthe ſupport of Truths ever bright ſhine- 


Ing Taper , much leſs n&edeth'a dirty and 
| mouldring 


" EF 


mouldring frame, wherein to fix it, which 
with: its unclean fickleneſs would foul and 
obſcure it. Men, who make no conſcience of 
their wayes, yet would ſeem eminent in 
the promotion of good, are not differing 
from.a ſmutty_ collier with his foul fingers 
taking hold of a moſt purely white gar- 
ment , whoſe very handling it rendred,it 
quite contrary to. what it was, changing its 

leaſing beauty into an hew not onely un- 


-pleaſanr but odious, He, who intendeth 
any Man'any great good, but for the <>. 


fetting thereot treadeth indireCt and eyil 
paths, maketh that good he intendeth no 
good. Sin .deformeth the Agent with an 
ugly-leprofie , and the contagion gleayeth 
to all, that paſſeth through hjs hands; ſo 
that he, who receiveth the benefit, cannot 
but much Joath, it ſeeing how and whenge 
at came, 'If many good things are ngt 
good, being immoderately deſired, certaip* 
ly they muſt needs be bad being yiol ntl 
and legally obtained. _ _.. " (h 

T HIS generation of men, whoſe reſtlel 
ſpirits ſeek continually matter of new mil 
cheifes, whoſe. privy flanders and too tov 
publick complaints are no 1cfs-then theal- 
arms of war, cannot be miſtaken or defam- 
ed, if termed turbulent - aad prone 0 16- 
| ACh WY t ellion; 
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| Chap.Vi. breaking ont into RebeLion. 2c3 
I bellion; for the ſeedsof diſcord are ſown 


in then, and'the forward ſprouts ſhew they 
have-taken deep root. Diſlention is all 
they ſpeak, all they act for indeed they 
are wholly at-'variance with themſelves, 
With the ſame - Tongue they ſpeak difte- 
rent Janguage, with the ſame hands they act 
contrary things, and. with the ſame feer'th 
walk both forward and backward,and are 
alrogether contrariety, that we may think 
Nature in framing them had been forgetful 
of her uſual courſe, and taking rhe Poets 
particulam nndique diſſe am-had ſocompoF 
ed them of far different materials. -Of them 
is the Sinner (which holy Writ mentionech) 
thet goeth two ways, and the ſame crew 
they ont of whoſe month proceedeth bleſſing 
und curſing. \ Their words, while ſometimes 
they, ſtem fo inoffenſive that they diſcover 
nothing in the mind, but whar is- of di. 
vine inſpiration, ſhall (as the winds from 
contrary points) be ſoon changed from a 
cheriſhing mildneſs into the extreams of a 
cortching heat, or a nipping chilneſs. He, 
that thinketh they either (peak «s they mean, 
or will act according to their publick proteſ- 
lons' and proteſtations, doth neither know 
them, nor can himſelfbe known for a man of 
feireing judgement, His innocent and fim- 
"2H ple 


2-2 Of the ſequent deſires of ChapVl, | | 


ple- credulity will excuſe him, however his 
diſcretion canvot commend him. . He, who 
after ſo many experiments of their figcerity 
daily giventothe World, will credit rather 
their -words then their deeds, his-counſels 


ſhall not (through.God's. bleſding ) be the. 


Ground work of my ſccurity.;: 1 bear. 
mind: that ſacred Kings acknowledgement 
of what obſervations of them he had taken, 
when he telleth us chat-his repuile' at Hull 


had made him ſee clearly through all the piow 


rſgniſes, and. ſoft palliations, of thoſe many, 
whoſe words 7 OI rdger pet were 
they drawn Swords, None ſeem more joy: 
ous: at the "Kings proſperity, po wilkesig 

more kearty then -#heirs, that whaty 
ſoever he taketh in hand may proſper, that 
God would give him his hearts. deſire, aud 
prevent him with the bleſſengs of govape)s 
But all this-notwithſtanding they 40 bu 
bleſt with their mouths and curſe inwardh. 


For-'if a real victory crown the heads of 


his brave' ſpirited Captains, and become 
anadditional fplendor-ro iis ſcep cer, doubts 
ave preſently -raiſed whether there be more 


truth or: policy in the relations. Andeolr | 


monly with theſe ſcruples are intermixed 
aſſertions of events contrary to authorized 


publications, and moſt ceſily do they bo: 
i % ; U 
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fich fpirits into the vanquiſhed as make 
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them immediately become' conquerers. 
Their reports ſhew their defires, Their 
unwillingneſs to hear of the Kingdomes 
proſperity, their readineſs ro ſound forth the 
enefnies triumphs ſpeak the diſcord of their 
affections and Tongues and withal this cer- 
tain truth, that althovgh peace be in their - 
monthes, there is war in their hearts. And 
the defires thereof they=attempring ta. co. 
ver withzeal their religion is like the unluc- 
ky Bird neer the. Altar, which being in the 
place of worſhip dy its ominons notester- 
rifieth the adorers, filling them with theſad 
expectation of calaimtons events. They 
feem frequent in prayer for liracl and the 
peace of jeruſalem, when they are —_—_ 
greedily after the error of Balaam for reward, 
like whom they in publick bleſs, but inſe-- 
ctet give the warderows connſels of fin, that 


they may bring a plague upon the whole cons 


gregation. 

' THESE are a generation.that ſet not 
their hearts aright neither mind the welfare 
of any. However they -take' upon them 


- the care of others, they are the corruption 


of the age. Looking back upon the thriv- 
ing profperity-of the precedeing peaceable 
age., and the. ſudden alterations upon'the 

| ap- 


ks 
—— ———— 
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appearance of this: turbulent crew, We | 


find that from them cometh the cauſe of this 


juſt complaint, that everlince - 


——Macies &+ nova febriun, 
Terris incubuit cobors 


Ang that from the crown of the head, tothe 
ſole of the foot, is ſcarce any thing left fins 
cere, Now if the Phyſician heal not him- 


ſelf, it will be thought a breach of wiſdom. 


for any to commit himſelf as a -Patient to 
him, whoſe want of skill appeareth too too 
vifibly in open fores, and an infirm body, 
The inſtructors of others ſhould be more 


excellent in purity of Life, and abilities of" 
Learning , than other men are. He 1s, in 
this caſc, the beſt Phyſitian, who hath been 


longeſt a Pra&itioner upon himſelf. The 


beſt men may beſt reprove. Men whoare 


Floquent in other mens errours, and plead 
their own Cauſe with much partial artifice, 
. work no good in a Commonwealth ; for 


the Partics reproved retort upon them- 


their own crimes, and think themſelves 
well juſtified by their buſie Tutors diſco- 
vered ſhame. Lit ll 


WERE theo - their Obſervations oer- 


tain, and their Reports no way in the 
leaſt 
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| leaſt varying from the ſtreight line of 
Truth , yet”for ſuch as have been hereto- 
fore (not barely privily ſeditious, but) 0- 
penly rebellious, and defervedly till fui- 
pected, to pry into the defeds of other 
mens integrity , and ſhameleſly to publiſh 
their Conceptions , doth not ſ@ much dt. 
winiſh the good repute of the Accuſed, as 
increaſe the infamy of the Accuſers. Whar 
may be ſaid of the manners of ſome, 1 
know not : Some ſmall humours may ariſe 
in the healthieſt body ; and where only 
ſuch appear, there is no neceflity of at- 
tempting a Cure by deſperate Remedies. It 
muſt be acknowledged , that there never 
was Church ſo beautifully flouriſhing : 
which had not ſome Moles and blemiſhes, 
but I am confident, that for Doctrine and 
Diſcipline , our Cherch is (to ſav no more) 
qual to the beſt; and that few Ages of 
Chriſtianity could, more than can this pre- 
ſent (I ſpeak with reſpect only to the Kings 
Dominions ) toaſt of Pious and Learned 
Charch-Governours and Paſtours, Yet ſo 
loud an outcry raiſed by tumultuous Zea- 
lots hath been heard, as if Religion were 
ſtifled in the Neſts of Impurity, and her 
blefied Light extinguiſhed by thoſe ap- 
pointed to keep it ſtill flaming. But this 
(as 


Cas! I abſerved).not by any whaſe remarked.; 


and.imitable Piety hath provehs. light Jooſt F 
fqch-as. have; | 


guide to-other mens feet, but 
alway, taught. the, people the utility of. Erv.: 
” 4.1.4 FOUL :luch.as ace what the Philoſo>: 
Sefieca:,, þher deſcribed the . ungoverned:; 
- Youth of his- times; Expugnratores: 
aliend pudicitit ; megligemes fas 3 (uch as- 
have caſt off the Cords of Religion, and; 
burſt aſfunder the Bonds: of Loyalty ,"ups' 
braiding Chriſts Ficegerent with-a Crucifix, 
for no uther reaſon thar I know., batibey! | 
cauſe he hath taken off from-them the cron: 
which their Rebellion ſo much merited-” $0, 
that. although, his charitable meekneſs bath 
looked upon their ſin as yenial, their implay' 
cable malice will nor permit them to com». 
mend or own-this Goodneſs and Charky; 
but provoketh them to deprave that and 
{[lander him-and his. And ſeeing how: # 
the ſame time, when they reproach the 
Church, they calumniate the King, I can 
n0b but applaud | that molt judicious obs 
ſervation of thet moſt venereal 
Ser.in Pſat Martyr Land, That thoſe men, who 
14:37 are; ſacritegious againſt God and. 
| his Charch., are for the neighbours 
Luod of the fin, the likelieſt men to offer vis- 
lence to the honor of "rances and their per 
| fon! 
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| | bncafterward. They, who will not ſpare 
{ a Princes honour, will dare any thing a- 
| gainſt his ſacred perſon, ſeeing it is certain 


that a- diſeſteewred Prince 1s more than half 
debarred of his regal power, which none 
attempt, but fuch as would, if pofhible, ut- 
terly dethrone him, that themſelves may 
ſtep up , and turn jz/# Kegiment into 
execrable Tyranny, and the Beauty of Holi= 
peſs into a Maſs of confuſton. 
'FOR theſe bleflings do the people yeild 
themſelves, to be reduced and hearken to 
their infinuations fo eagerly, TFhey have, 
t's tre, better things promiſed ; but it 1s 
ſtrange that men, whom no performances 
have juſtified, ſhould yet find a ready bes 
lief, and that the people court their abu- 
ſes, as if woful experience had given them | 
no caution, Each man may at pleafureſece 
the reward wherewith fuch maſters grati- 
he their followers, even the ſame that L#- 
tifer conterreth upon his beguiled inftru-+ 
ments, who draweth them by the falſe repre- 
kntations of liberty, to'the tortures of 
the cruelleſt thraldome. What between 
fear and hope (the deceitful cauſes where- 
of they indultriouſly ſcatter) many are fit- 
ted for commotion, as their language inti- 
mateth, they ſpeak fo expertly after their 
: P teachers 
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ed, unleſs ſome fearful ſuggeſtions. inter- 
vene. Therefore when we uſe either pre. 
ventives or remedics., the fear of an evi] 
induceth us to uſc ſuch means, as we Hope, 
will remove the incumbent , or preſerye 
us from enſuing matter of dread. But fre, 
quently as men are pollefſed with . empty 
Hopes, ſo are they (as it were) diſpolleſſed 
of themſelves by cauſeleſs fears. Such are 
the Fears and Hopes fomented by ſeditious 
murmurcrs, What fear of innovation -in 
Religion. or Government have the royal 
counſels or actions jultly cauſed 2 Where 
we ſee irrefi{tible Conſtancy. andthe Defen: 
der of tbe Faith ſtanding up the defence 
of it, why ſhould we groan under ſuſpitions, 
and like timorous harcs (tart when there 
3s nodanger, deſerting the wood for the 
winds rultling among the dry leaves? Thoſe 
valiant ſoulders were juſtly derided, gu6 
pulvis motus fuga pecorum exuit caſirh, 
When we either break our peace or rut 
from our juſt defence upon noiſes. we 


riſing, ſuch ridiculous-things do we b& 
come, So is it alſo when vain Hopes {e- 
duce us, and we fall to planting Paradiſe 


zIO Of the frequent deſires of Chap, Vx | 
teachers. Matters of Hope arenotentertain- | 


know not whence coming or where & |. 


in the Ocean, Canmen, unſtable Lg | 
| 0 
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| hap. VI. breaking out into rebellion. 21 
| vho cannot brook a juſt proſperity under 


1 pious Prince, evcrenlarge our happineſs? 
They dread nothing more then reſt, and 
kcnrity 3 as-they know it not, ſo neither 
do they deſire it. Would they then give 
the! fame meaſure of felicity to their fol- 
lowers, which they Hope for themſelves ?. 
We'ſee the utmoſt of it, it is at belt but 
an inſecure' and changeable  eſtate.. Yet 
of this minute'and treacherous bliſs ſelz 
dome -hath the blind votary any more then 
tis /eadeys promiſes. Ambition loveth to 
aſcend and then cauſe the dejefted ladder to 
be burnt, becauſe there ſhall be no climbing 
for others by the ſame aſcent, nor any pat- 
tern remain to inſtru@ others in the ways 
of advancement, (Without teaching 'the 
people Rebellion theſe mens deſigns never 
fake effet. If the ringleaders thereby 
obtain their ends, it is'no prudence in 
them to acknowledge the meazer help, or 
tligations of gratitude to inferiours 3 but 
theſe, as well as the oppoſers of their towr- 


mg motions, muſt equally ſubmit to the 
Ame ſcourge and: flazre. + Onely the: fir(t 


iifers may - poſſibly have the favour 
{ke the' Tnventer of the Brazen Bull) to. 
tive the firlt talte of their mercileſs pows 


&, The unfortunate Hothams(not torecount 


8 any 


Lords. Thus may the pevple fee'who ismore 
fitto ſway the Srepter,'our King, the undowbti 
ed' Heir of the Crown, who when upon jult 
ground hc might have required it, is tender 
and ſparing of b/eed; or thoſe who care not 
what efiuſtons they make, ſo that their will 
may be effc&ed; And furely: ſuch as 
their road toward what: they covet, ſuch 
are their walks: when in voileſſion, tern. 
bly coloured' and polluted with-blood and 


Naughter. For cvery ambitious -man (be 


his Words never {> oyly:: and ſeeming 
ly ſanitifed) tanturm wt woceat cupit t|þ 
poRhens. T9 

AND now that theſe are their. aims 
more then probable. Men-ſbould not 
charged with the higheſt crimes upon flight 
ſuſpition:; for then wonld not rhe pureſt iq: 
nocence eſcape the fouleſt ftains , whilſt 
Aggravated miſtakes ſhonld be unpardone 
ble fins. © But E could wiſh my ſelf inths 
caſe miftaken and rafh, being unwilling 
folter a defaming prejudice, If- ——_ 
men of this age would cenſure me, I ſhoy 
gladly condemn my ſelf, and; with mote 


joy: publickly retract then now accule, |; 


which I certainly do compullively7 8 
wit 
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any:more) area notable example of the kind 
remunerations of fuch ſervices-under ſuch 


ha. 
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Chap VI. breaking out into Rebellion. 513 
mh delight, But being by their lighe 
nformed , I may. rather be ſaid to ſpeak 
deir opinions then mine own private ſen- 
iments or diſcoveries. And I farther wiſh 
tat the contrivances of theſe men were, 
þ privately agitated, that they came within 
te veiw of the ſharpeſt jadgments oely, 
md were not by themſcives prociaimed 
yer the houſe tops, that mea even of the 
nferiour ranks might b2zhold them end be 
arprized with previous , conlſternati- 
ms before they give the blow. They 
muat as if prevention were too late and 
tat their formidable powers mult be rc- 
tained more by ſubmiſſion then reſiſtance, 
l.commotion may well be thought con. 
tyed, when abctted, and too ton near 
gecution, when juſtified, and thefi: copious 
wmdulgences they have 1cceived, ſaid to be 
wen them rather through fear and fu> 
wr. I indeed think them decervesd mn 
l reſpeCts (as it 1s no marvel that deccic 
loul4 be part of the deceivers judgment) 
ad do belcive that neither fear nor favour, 
wt ſome compaſſionate thoughts of trying 

wayes of amendment might wrelſt trom 
| kind a Prixce a conſent for freedom, 
[Mich allowed doth frequently make men 
"mh Mo are not altogether paſt Hopes, aſham- 
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214 of the frequent deſires of Chap.VI 
ed of their former aQions and defires, and 


ſooneſt worketh a reformation. In like 
manner am I SONucey that notwithſtand. 
ing their boaſted numbers a timely indy. 


ſtry may put aſtop to the growth of their 
potenr infolence, The ſwellings wheteof 


if neither prayers nor tears, no lenitives or 
balſames can aſſwage, to let the wholebe 
ſeized upon and 'corrupted is not onely 
an unſeaſonable but a mercileſs pity. Jn- 
deed the hardeſt hearts when they comets 
uſe the harſheſt means for the patients re 
covery, cannot but have ſtrong conflit 
between commiſeration and judgement; 
which later nevertheleſs ſpeaketh the other 
uſeleſs, and with men of a well-ballaticed 
temper condemneth it, not becauſe it hath 
uſed many of the mildeſt correctives, but 
becauſe after along ineffectual applicatio 
heceſlity it ſelf ' hath not been argument 
enough prevailing for an alteration, When 


we ſee the ſame courſes followed by which | * 


we before ran into deſtrution ; when ve 
hear the Authors thereof fearleſly juſtifying 
their former'aQions, and find hem both 
aQtively ſtrengthening their parts with dallj 
ſupplies, and with 'all more then imagins- 


ble and too ſucceſsful Arts, cjcem ey ) 
they 


and weakrning the Loyal bands ; when 
OAT + proudly 


| Chap. VI. breaking out into Rebellion, 2:5 
| woudly obje@t Power , Wealth and Multi- 


der, to rebate the ſharpeſt and molt f1n- 
ere affetions; when they infinuate the 
linger in which his Fe//owers are 3 when 


» {the Leader is apprehenfive of their rich and 


ſypernumerary abijities, nay , when they 
plainly ſpeak the cortradiFion of them in 
imy of their ways to be neceſſarily an in- 
rolving the Kingdom'in another Civil War : 
Whether doth this tend , but ro make up 
this concluſion , They affe Superiority, and 
if we will not be inſnared , we muſt be beaten 
into SubjeFion ? 

SOME not fo fully debauched with hor- 
rd intemperances as others, I may urge to a 


conſideration of their own Janguage requir- 


Ing of them fatisfaCtion, how they can jultifie 
themſelves, whence they can plead a necef{i- 
ty of arms, who have indecd all the faircſt 
motives. that reaſonable men and C briſt 1ans 
are capable of to induce them to ſubmiſſion 
and quternefs? Now tt is ſaid that that war ts 
juſt, which is neceflary,and that is neceſlary, 
quod bac babe tria juſt a,anthorem can: xi. pol, 
Jam & finem. But in theſe over buſted |. 5 
men appear none of theſe; the 4xthors in no 
relpett juſt, whoſe proceedings nothing can 
jultifie z a Caxſe utterly wanting 5 and(as ex- 
periencetath ſchooled us)the Fad is nothing 
| P 4 but 


but a deſire of inflicting npon others the 
plagues of miſery and confuliqn, it is fax. 


tum ut noceant, Moreover if there were 


a)l theſe three, yet were it not barely an- 
chriſtian but inhumane to endeavour to 
raiſe ſuch tumults as cannot, once raiſed, 


be again (tilled without ſhedding innocent _ 


blood, where the matter might be compoſs 
ed by milder means. War ſhould be 
our laſt worldly refuge, when our adver- 
aries will be ſatisfied with no reaſon, nor 
ſuticr us to enjoy our rights whether ſp 
ritual or temporal unlef, we out reach them 
with the longer ſword. In ſuch cauſes a 
warlike weapon may become a Chriſtian 
hand, and Relzgrox will not think it a ſhame 


to lodge under an helmet, God doth 


himſelf ſometimes teach mens hands to war 
and their fingers to fizht., But it 1s when 
he ſheweth them no other way cr remedy, 
when himſelf hath put the ſwordinto their 
hands, AſubjeF then is at no time thus 
ſupplied; neither if he take up armes a 
<a the lawful Powers can thoſe armes 

e pious but nefarious. *All matters 
which may ſeem ſo to concur as to julti- 
fie the cauſe, cannot here frame the lealt 
plea, becauſe God hath expreſlely forbid: 
den war againſt the King, as in word and 


deed, | 


216 Of the frequent defires of Chap, vi, 


. uz yz # _ »_ » — TT "> _—_ 4 me b mn | —_— *— nn 


© W- 


"hap.VI.. breaking out into Rebellion, 237 


deed ſo alſo in thought. What therefore 
he hath prohibited, «none will preſume to 
at, who knoweth his Lords will and re- 
vereth his authority. Neither let any ;be 
perſwaded to the leaſt entertainment of 
ſuch arguments of juſtification, whereby e= 


| vilmen ſeek to make their {purious thoughts 


legitimate 3 For that which God's infinite 
Wiſdome calleth not ſo, mans art can never 
wake azeceſſity. p 
W AR is begun in words the tongu 
ſtriketh before the hands- That ſceketh 
firſt to wound, and is alway ready tode- 
tend, He, who cannot with his tongue 
maintain the uprightneſs of 'his Canaſe, will 
ſcarce be thought ſufficient to defend it 


with his hands; Thence it is that the world 


is filled with ſo many ſeditious invectives, 
Thus Treachery maketh its own guard, and 
with theſe it annoyeth thoſe againſt whom 
itacteth But as all actual War againſt Sy- 
periours 1s by God forbidden, fo is it his 
Indiſpenſible Command , Thou \ſhalt not 
ſpeak evil of the Ruler of thy People ; no e- 
vg, although he deſerveth 1t, much leſs in- 
jurioutly : Yet this they do, accounting it 
their excellency , and pretend by fo doing 
to practiſe the means of ſecurity, *They 
bind unto them the wwltitude with theſe 
Bands 


attivetotheir Prizces diſhonour, and their 


own ruine, flatter them with hopes of being” 


more proſperous and happy. | 
BUT it is not much that they endea- 
vour by reproaches to ſtir up the S»bje# 
againſt his Kirg, when they pretend that e- 
ven Heaven it ſelf is in their complicacy: 
or rather it is no wonder that they mind 
Rebellion againlt an Earthly Prince , that 


they befpatter him and his, when they ſpare 


not the moſt ſublime Glorres of the Celeſtial 
Hierarchy, telling the world that theſe 
Motives come from God, and that the 4+ 


gels rejoyce in theſe undertakings, Yet not» | 


withſtanding their vaunts, 1 muſt be ft]! 
uncharitable jn believing the contrary: 
For he who runneth may ſee enough to (a. 
tisfie him, that the Lord is wot in this Whirl. 
2izd, Hope of afliſtance fi om Heaven they 
can have none, who indeed ſeck it nor, but 
ſtand in defiance againlt it. Such as truſt in 
Gods Power are led by his Spirit; and 
Peace with Innocency is the way 1nto which 
the holy Spirit leadeth thoſe who ſubmit to 
his meek rules and guidance - Pure lips, 
and an undefiled heart, he expecteth as the 
Pledges of his Fayours. Being preſented 
with theſe, he bringeth the — the 

[Ce 
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he. and ————— 4. 


forementioned paths, to the ſecure poſitfli. 
on of his Tabernacle pitched without hanar, 
io fland upon his holy Hil , ond be made un« 
moveable Pillars in his holy Temple, But 
how do many, who ſtudy notthe great be. 
nefits of being found ( Itke the beauteons 
and wiſe Virgins with their trimmed L amps) 
readily prepared with theſe graces, deceive 
themſelves with the glimmerimgs of ſaccefs, 
even while they hear God denouncing the 
Thunders of his wrath againſt ſuch Proftis 
tutes of ſin? Much more do I wender, Knw 
God, or the World to come, can be inrheir 
thoughts and lips, ard they not preſently 
fall into an extaſte of horrour. The medt- 
tation of our approaching end, 1s the moſt 
neceſlary thought to take up both the bc- 
pinning and continuance of our life. Our 
chief ſtudy ſhould be to die well, which is 
along Art, and ( conſidering the violent 
diſtempers of our nature) none of thera» 
ſieſt, It moreover requircth a peaceable 
time; but iz War, the Sword devoureth one 
ar well as another, Row much Chriſiian 
then can he be, who is refolurcly conrriving 
an entrance into the Field withourthe Die 
vine Guidance , and Jooketh death in the 
face, practiſing Rebellion, not knowing but 
that in a moment he muſt give an account 
to 
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to his injured and angry Judge? Or how 


much is his Zeal to be accounted of, who 
prodigally waſteth his treaſure of Reaſon, 
wherewith,God hath been pleaſed to, bleſs 
him, to the corruption of other mens judg- 
ments, not conlidering that he who lent 


that miſimployed breath, may ſuddenly re-. 


mand it from thoſe debaſed uſes, and com- 
mit the Speaker bound over to his ſclt-con- 
trived miſeries? The conſideration of lites 
brevity and uncertainty, ſhould.(methinks) 
make every man bulied not in a forreign 
ſearch, but an home-enquiry after guilt: 
The time which is ſo ſpent upon others, is 
Clearly loſt z what upon our ſelves, is truly 
gained, Moſt men, when they {peak of 9: 
ther mens faults, encreaſe their own z but 
they who ſpeak to God of their own, by the 
examp!e undoubtedly make many to be 
ſooner cleanſed. Then allo hath the ſelf: 
examiner this advantage of others, that be 
diſmayethnot at Deaths Aeraces , having 
paciticd his Judge : Whereas the back- 


biting murmurers helliſh life here is all his 


Heaven: He, who exerciſeth bimſelf with 
the laſhes. of pious reproof, liveth coms 
fortably and peaceably , nay joy tully here, 
but is aſſured of a ſuperabundant joy after 


the frail body is cloathed with Mona ey 
ar- 
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Perfetion , by an happy ReſurreCtion and 
deſired Union with its glorified Redeemer. 
Amen. 


Ave mercy upon us, O Lord, for the 
dark places of the Earth arefull of the 
babitations of cruelty, | | 

Lo the wicked bend their bow, they make 
ready their arrow upon the ſiring , that 
they may privily ſhoot at the "upright in 

art, 

If we» bad done this evil, which they 
mention, or thoſe iniquities were in our 
hands, wherewith they | aſperſe ns, thes 
were we out of thy prote@Fion and the ene- 


| Rees our ſouls, could not but take 
an 


deſtroy us. + 

But thy © peircing Knowledge ſeeth that 
they travail with iniquity, that they have 
= miſcheif and brought forth falſe- 

ood, 

Surely falſe witneſſes bave riſen up againſt 
# laying to onr charge things, which we knew 
wt: O take thou the matter into thin? 
own hand, and be thou the defence of the 
bumble, for the wicked have purpoſed to 0» 
verthrow their. goings. | 

They, who have known thee , will put 
put their truſt in thee, and call upon thee 

in 


in the day of trouble, for thou wilt hea» 
them, | 
We will not truſt in our bow, our Sword 
ſhall not ſave us, but thou ſhalt ſave us from 
onr enemies and put them to ſhame, whobaif 
Ms. : 
Althongh the Llood thirſty lay ſnares and they 
who (eek to do hurt, ſpeak miſcheivous things 
imagining deceit all the day long , yet thou 
maintaineſt the vight thou ſitteſt in he 
throne judging right,and thine Eyeslids trythe 
children of men. 18 

Thou, who alone knoweſt it, do good unto 
thoſe, who are good and upright in heart. 

But as forſuch as turn aſide to4heir crook; 
ed wayes teach them that their end will be 
to beled forth with the workers of 'wickednef, 

O Gracious Father and Merciful Redeem: 
er, conſider the trouble, which we ſuffer of 
them, who hate ws, and of thy great 
compaſſion deliver #s ; and in ranſoming 
deliver ur, we pray thee, from all our offences, 
. that we may not deſeruedly bethe rebuke of 

the fooliſh. 

Thou heareft and from the ſeat of thy ts 
jrfty , beholdeſt all our miſeries. Ariſe fot 
our help and Redeem us for thy mercies ſalt, 
that the months of them, who ſpeak lies ma) 


be ſtoppetl. 
Rev 
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Remember the reproach of thy ſervants, 
how we do bear in our boſomes the reproach of 
many people; wherewith thine enemies bave 
rproach2d thee, O Lord. 

And for the ſin of their month and the 
words of their lips conſume them, that they 
way not be, that by thy judgements they 
may make it known, that not curſed policy, 
but thy good power ruleth unto the ends of the 
tarth, 

Inſtead of the deſired efje®s of miſcheif 
prolong thou the Kings life and bis years 
# many generations, O prepare mercy and 
truth which may preſerve him. 

Becauſe he will not geild to the diſhonour 
of thy Church , they burden him with 
theſe indignities + but do thou repay him ſever 
fold into bis boſome, and let his honour be 
great in thy ſalvation, 

This is thine own cauſe ; Ariſe then an 
plead its remember how the fooliſh man re- 
proacheth thee daily, the tumult of thoſe, 
"Pa up againſt thee, encreaſeth conti+ 
mally, 

In thee we truſt, we cry unto thee to ſave 
w; For, Lo, they breath out cruelty againſt 
W, : 

Deliver #s, who deſire to ſ.rve and wor- 
ſup thee in ſpirit and truth, from lying lips 
an 
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lies in bypocriſie: 


And let our adverſaries be clothed with 


ſhame x let them cover themſelves with their 
own confilſion as with a mantle.” * © 


Let them curſe, b#t bleſs thon let them 


be aſhamed. but let thy ſervant- rejoyce. 

0 Lord God of 'Ruſts, who judgeft righ- 
teonfly, if they will not return, let ws ſeethy 
vengeance upon all perverſe promoters of bee 
witching ſedition. | WEEY 

.Let their conſpiracies . be us the auf 
before the wind, and thzmſelves as the 
flubble before the. fire , that the World may 
ſee that this is thine hand , that thou, 
Lord, doeſt eſtabliſh the juſt by caſting down 
4he wicked. X 

So vr the Congregations of the people com 
paſs thee about: for their ſakes therefore lift » 
thy ſelf on high, | 

And to thy ſervants give patience tt 
bear. their calamities, and together with 
a religious boldneſs to withltand and rt- 
buke their wickedneſs, grant .ſuch an ith 
nocent and meek deameanour as befit 
teth the ſincere Diſciples of a. moſt humble 
Maſter. ; | 

By flunning backbiting and the reproach 


£J our neighbour, and endeavonring to fa Mit 
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Pr wnity of the Spirit in the be ane of peace 


w for our diſſa 


tion, that we'may ite 


o down A the bed of ſilence, and 
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wrought"upon : The tomtinual tian 
ples of miſcarrying Faftions. © 


pliſhed to be: ſweet to the Soul + But it 


oy LO-MON thought the defire accons. 


was alſo his obſervation, taken from 


the humour of men over-eager in purſuit of 


their defires, that it is. an abomination to. | 


Fools te depart from evil. The fweetneG of 


an accompliſhed deſtre is ſoon turned 1nto' 


bitterneſs, when' we think it well obtained 
by any-means, -He would allow of-a ſelf 


ſirisfaQion;, of a moderate purſuit of pled»: 


fares, which enjoyed, might level and fill 
up thoſe furrows,, which every-wherezith 
ſulting Fortune makerh in the paſſages and 
waysof life. But while fooliſh men 1ncon- 


 fiderately view ſomething which they take | ;; 
tobe good, being over perlwaded by the |'5; 


pntward@ appearanceg pnd carried: on with 
a violent appetite, let reaſonable demon» 
ſtrations, or either certain or probable 


danger labour never ſo much in the diſabue 


ling 
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ting themn., yer is it tothemanabominatioir 
" Þ torelinquiſh their beloved evil: Nay, al- 
* | though they have been. never ſo 'often 
\ | thwarted inthe entrances into the poſlcſtion 
of their deftruftive delights, yet no warn- 
ing. will teack+ theſe fooliſh” ones; 'whoſe 
paſſions ſhut the door againſtall manner of 
reaſon :. Then do they. inconrage-themſelves 
is an evil matter, and-withourt fearruſh-on 
' {| upon thoſe __—_ preſent-themſc}ves 
dangerous and dreadful.:: The Divine Vene 
pence frequently 'beginneth, irs work- with 
' | confounding the Counſels, and infatuating 
| the: judgments. of -impenitent- offenders , 
- | making them run forward: upon new pradGi> 
. | ces, and deſperate attempts, to their-vtter 
ruime and-calamity.; ſuffering (them C al- 
; | though in improbable. ways) by the hope 
| ofſacceſs, to delude and befool themſelves. » 
And men who are carried away with uncer>- 
tainties, do ſo gaze upon and admire their 
hoped-forfelicity, that follow.itthey will, 
| nithout ſtaying to conſult the wrerring O. * 


; [#, -or tobe led fo much as by prudence | 
4 #common ſobriety, God juſtly depriving 
them of the benefit of the latter, that have 
"deſpiſed the former. Fooliſh men, who are 

wholly in love with their own ways, and ' 

| Iike the deaf Adder in the preſence of the. . 
X Q 2 wiſe 
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wiſe Charmer ,.can be. no where, in ſal ty, 
their own counſels leading. them 1nto mils 
chiefs, and:God, whom they have forgota 


ten, altogether forſaking them, Nothing | 


is more treacherous than:mans will , being 
never Loyal, :inleſs reſtrained from evil, 
and conſtrained: to good: It:confpireth a- 


gainſt all Soveraign Powers, and unles 
they moſt immoveably fit faſt jn.their Caps» I. 
tol, ſhe debaſeth them to moſt infamous | 
contempt and-\{lavery, The. Fools will 8 


his Law-giver and Law, and he is never obee 
dient but to-it-; when it ſdundeth the 


Marches of + Diſobedience., Then g chotgl | 


Gods Commands and Religious oy 


{wade himfrom his folly ,. yet he wa ths : 
mock of fin 5 and preſſeth forward into the Þ 


Battle, being yiftorions in defire, althoogh 


Reaſon ſheweth him the Sword by which 


he muſt inevitably fall. | 
TOO too commonly do we ſee Jud: 
ment thruſt down , and ſubordinate to the 


Will, and then, alas! are the whole treae Þ 
ſures of ſafety and felicity put into thecu; 


liody of a wild Keeper, who never ſtayeth 
at home, or of an ignorant Pilet that 
knoweth not his Compare -In this caſe Fore 
ixxe hath the opportunity to be courteous, 
to ſhew what ſhe can do'in bringing 
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ho cannot ſteer their own Courſe, into 
that Port they ſeek. And indeed none elſe 
:weobliged to her ; theſe are forced to truſt 
I ter, but wiſe men ſcorn her offers, and for 
their guidance have not Fortunes but God, 
Chance maketh ſuch only happy who know 
| not Providence , whom. an ungoverned 
will having driven into an Ocean of dan- 
| perons affairs, ſo that neither the means 
{ of return nor place of refuge are known, 
contrary to expeQation ſhe thruſteth into 
her Antivm. Where when arrived, they 
frequent her Temple , extolling the Graces 
of their new-found Goddeſs, and thinking 
'F that her firſt kindneſles oblige her to a con. 
'Þ tinuance of them ; whereas her levity is 
'Þ fach, that ſhe waiteth a time to laugh at 
-Þ their vanity, and triumph-in their miſery. 

Fortunes favours are commanly the fooliſh 
baners glory : But they who neglect the 
poyernance of Gods Spirit , and give Luſt 
the Maſtery of Reaſon, preſuming to find 
| Fortune attending their courſe, muſt know 
| {rare t@ find her, or being found, to have 
'Þ terconttant, Sncceſs in evil draweth many 
upon the ſame, or greater attempts 3 but 
changes being common, ſhould give ns 
eution. All times aſſure us, how wicked. 
neſs 1n the beginning planſible, hath had 
a Q 3 Tragica] 


Tragical and mbſt ſhameful conchuſions* 
Mens fooliſh fancies never feaſt them {9 
high at Noon , but. that they 'undoubredly 
make the Supper of as courſe Fare as' the 
Dinner was fi. They who trult that the 


future events will anſwer the beginnings; 


will -be undeceived when they find them» 
ſelves cheated, and their glory turned into 
diſgrace. The hope of a gaining day , be 
cauſe at the begintting he won , maketh the 
Conntry ſtrangers Purſe empty, and the 
Cheater laugh at his confidence : So he 
who reckoneth up his fortunate ſins , ſhall 


be ſure of a loſing Caſt , which will mar 
all . his boaſting. Some men think thens 


ſelves certainly eſpouſed to Fortwre, be- 
caufe ſhe hath "es them ſome Love-fonnets, 
and imbraced them with flattering kind 
neſfſes : But the ſame, who have known her 
once ynchaſt , muſt know her always -un- 
conſtant. It is an aflured truth delivered us 


by God himſelf, that the proſperity of Fools, 


ſhall deſiroy them : So, is it with the Thich, 
whoſe lucky diſhoneſty . incourageth him 
to go on till he come toan infamous death, 
yet his merited reward, the Gallows, And 
the Traytor ( kind to none, worſt to him 
ſelf) having taſted the forbidden fruits of 
a proſperous Rebellion, by promiſing = 
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{elf Fortunes conſtancy , and thatſhe. will 
yet add' to. his Trophies ſuch glories as 
will-fill his aſpiring, mind, .proceedeth. till 
he be taken in his own-ſnare, and-falleth the 
Execntioners Victim and: Prey. 
' "OUR unfortunate Age (fruitful inthe 
production of men, who were. the Curſe 
and Plague of their time ) as it faw it (elf 
miſerable in thoſe it nouriſhed, fo in. much 
meaſure avenged of the injuries it ſuffer. 
ed, when the Heads of the Rebellious mnl- 
' titude came to be:judged by: him whom 
they had offended, and. moit of the reſt 
came each ſubmitting himſelf -with pieces of 
Slver, Theſe who ſuffered not .by | the 
Sword of Juſtice , but enjoyed the benefit 
.of an unparalled Pardon ( Chrifts only ex- 
.cepted) cannot: without 1mpudence ſpeak 
for themſelves, or frame an excuſe. Rebel. | 
| lion had infefted- them, and made them 
| ngly 5 where might they think to appear? 
| Yet were they not fo ugly, but that the 
'| Fe of mercy could behold them. In which 
gracious condeſcention his Majeſiy manji- 
teſted the. exceeding goodweſe: of his Na- 
ure , and the'Gallertry of his Mind, that 
could humble irfelf to the receiving ſuch 
into- favour, Many who have not been 
wanting in the wark of Patience, have in 
- Q 4 . this 
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'giveneſzis far more glorious , becaliſe| the 
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| Truly magnanimous; was the, ſaying 


of his moſt- tous Father , I ftill thought 
my ſelf undimizifeed . by \my largeſt Con. 


ceſſions., if by them'T- might gain and com 


firm the love of my people. jSo_ our moſt 
'oracious King , as the! Sor: of ſo good x 
Father; ſtndieth the-winning of allz-and 
by the invitations of Mercy endeavoureth 
the recovery of the loft: S beep. Now the 
more favour is conferred. apon reaſonable 

| pou ; the more the Favoxrites: become 
umbly grateful; - that. the Fawevrer may 
be highly joyons. In his Merciful Pardon 
he gavehimſelf, reſolvingi upon #he large 
Conceſſion, that he might gain: gnd confirn 
the love of his People. [tis but fit that. the 
'people retnrn themſelves as a part. of. fatil- 


faQtion,:that he might find/in their beſten-- 


' deavoursatieaſt fomewhat of that he gave, 


the 1 


Offenders of this nature, the workot for 


perly belonging to' them who. repent;;'] 
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| Cap.) 
| the fruits, of. unfeigned Love. I hope God 
| hatch ſo muck mercy in ſtore for him, as to 
give. him many of the. Hearts he ſought - 
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yet many ate ſuch as they were before, who 


| urged thatiblefſed Prince, King Charles the 


Firſt, to this charaCter of them, that they 


were wen iwho thought to ſatisfie all obliga- 


tions ts duty. by their Corban of Religion ; 
and could leſs endure to ſee, than to ſin a- 
finſt their Benefa@or, as well as therr Soo 
meraign, I know not what aileth theſe 


* 


{-men, who being forgiven before they re- 
ory will not be perſwaded yet to re- 


pent, but ſeek by obſtinacy to invalidate 


| the Power of Mercy , and by adding lin 


tolin, to cut themſelves off in an untimely 
hour, If by the ſicceſs of tormer times 
they aſlame hopes of the like proſperity, 
Jt them look upon thoſe. examples of Di- 


| wine Vengeance, the moſt odious Kegicides, 
| | andconfefs ingenuoully, 


 — Non unqutam tulit | 
'» Documenta fors majora, quam fragili locs 
-Starent ſuperbi, Sen. 1road. 


[et them alſo conſider the defervedly un- 
fortunate Afertors of the Peoples Liber- 


| Hesz men, who under that Title ſought to 


kindle 
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ther they were Englifd or Scoteh, openly 


rebellious, and privately promoting it 


Let them not fo mnch favour their defigng 
with the remembrance of their beſt events, 
2s give themſelves the diſheartening Le- 


Qures of the croſs Events and ill Fortune 1 


of their Complices and Brethren, And 
Tacie.,, Þecauſe (as the Hiſtorian bathit) 
am. * Panci prudentia honeſts i deteria. 
= ribus , utilia a noxits diſcernnt; 
pleres aliorum eventis docentur - Surely di- 
rections cannot be wanting amidit ſo freſh 
examples, which ſpeak this to the world, 
that ſuch as think they plot againſt other), 
chiefly defigne their own ruine. They tat- 


cibly thruſting themſelves into Treafor | 


able ations, even againſt their own Rev 


ſon, the further they proceed, the more 


dangerouſly are they loſt in the Labyrinth 
of their own errours 3 and while they art 
framing deceitful contrivances for the feet 
of others, their own itanding proveth flip 
pery , and their pernicious wit taketh nv 
effet, but their downfal becometh admo- 
nitory, Which to wiſe men is ſo; only the 
obſequious Followers of Fancy (who think 
themlclves ſufficient to overtop all difficul 
ties, till by them ci1cumyented, and 1 
| : 0 
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| WO) rake no notice of the miſferies attend. 


Fraytors, by reaſon of humane hatred, 


% 


andthe appointment of Divine Vengearce. 


They look fo npon 'the outward Porbp, 
wherein ſome of them overtaken by Juſtice 


once flouriſhed ; that the admiration and 
1 defire thereof maketh themi unmindful of 


the accompanying evils, and enfuing calas 
mities. 'Who fonecarly exatminetth them in. 


their beſt eſtate, when molt happy by Vi- 


Rories , when the Zrmocernt is flain, and 
they in poſieflion of the Yinezard, ſhall 
fnd the King: of Terrours dweling in their 
Tabernacler , and that becauſe they are none 


if their own; he ſhall find them foreboding 
terrible things, 'the confounding conſe- 


Ini of their notorious falfity : And 
following them farther, may obſerve ther 
(who in other reſpects were unacquainted 
with truth) moſt unerring Prophets of their 
own ſhame, and certain deſtrution. He 
ſhall ſee the eps of their ſtrength by de» 
grees ſtraitmed , and their own counſel to 
raft them downs, that they "are caſt into a 


| Net by their own feet , that they alway walk 


#on the ſnare. The Complication of Re- * 


dels becomerh not unto them a Wreath of 


Laſting Honour, but rather an unfortunate 


Cord of Execution, or one of the moſt 


biittle 


—— — —— — , 


236 Howlittlethe minds of Chap.VIt, 


_ OY” — 


| brittle of the black. Threads of Deſtin, | 
made of the: outcaſt and very deſpicable 


matter of her labonars, which will ſcarce 
brook time to be ſpun to any length , and 
then cut off, but ſuddenly faappeth afing 
der of it ſelf, -For beſides that the very 
nature of it rendereth it apt toſadden rups 
tures, ma og: intervene to prevent 
that natural one by a more ſpeedy end; 
For the time that they are inthe height of 
their Glory, while the vailed Bonnet, and 
bended knee, with whatſoever admiration 
of the ſilly Vulgar , who with: their vain 
breath ſwell things beyond their nature, 
while(I fay) theſe ſeem to afford them pleas 
ſure, and they are much advanced, they 
are but like Pramothers, ſeated indeed ay: 
high, but miſerably vexed at the heart, 
and inwardly gnawed with a'devourin 

Plague: And yet it is ſeen, that as the mul; 
titude in an extravagant fit ſpeaketh thing 
agreeing with the humour of ambitiow 
men, having orice extolled them , they 
glory as much» in their reproach and ſhame, 
This then is the beſt of their time; upon 
* this empty Air is the whole dependancedf 
their joy : And how apt this wind 1s to 
turn, who doth not perceive ? Nay, who 


knoweth not that 1t cannot long oy 
| from 
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| fom that Point? Andas the ſporting Dot- 
| jbins, dancing in their liquid Field, poſſeſs 
| vith grateful: delights men unacquainted 
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yith the certainty of an approaching Tem. 
peſt; ſo do the Gratulatory Songs of the 
peoples afteftions, when Rebels come to 
the Stern, and fail inthe Seas of Dominion, 

much pleaſe theſe Novices in Government 


[but preſently follow the rough Storms of 


Obloquy , heightned with loud threats, 
and clamorous complaints; which make 
that place , which at firſt ſeemed the moſt 


| Pas to appear the moſt dangerous and 


rrid of all that worldly: miſery ever poſ- 
kfſed. So doth this preceding: glory. bes 
tome no orher than the neareſt way to af- 


ſured infamy., and the contempt is the 


greater, when it falleth upon men ſometime 
overladen with undue honours, And what 
ndiculous Toys ,, what odious things For- 
wwe maketh ſuch her once admired ones, 
lately fhewn , when thoſe, to whom it 
fave the moſt Honourable Titles of the 
irene Head, and the Supreme Authority, 
the people transformed after, the ſtrangeſt 
manner, thinking the name of the moſt'un+ 
bghtly and unclean part of the body moſt 
ltable to them , no taunt, or ſcoft, being 
tought ſufficient for their demerits, Their 

affairs, 
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228 How little the minds of Chap. VIE 
affairs, when they hope for the belt', pre, 


ſently turn to the worſt, all'Rill happening 
otherwiſe than they hope 3. and then with 
the Devil, they think themicives tormented | 
before their, time... Indeed their own Gon, [7 
ſcrences will not give then leave to. ſleep, | | 
in the Beds of ſecurity , but Gods Juſtice 
letteth them not be long in- ſatety. They, ] 
alway expeCt the ſtroak thereof; and al» | / 
though they. may by forſaking their .ling Þ 
prevent it , yet will they. not, but rather | ® 
provoke and haſten jt. God likewile ſeeing | © 
their obdurate- continuance in wickedneſs; | ® 
is the more ſpeedy in performance of his | 
word, whereby he hath made his ſervants | * 
*tochope, which is, that bloudy and deceiifal | * 
men ſhall not live out half their days: We | % 
remembreth and ſuccoureth his. Children; | 
breaking the: Rod of their Oppreſſor',' and | 3 
bringing thoſe to confuſion who hate them: | 
Thus while they behold ro days profperity; | 7 
not forecaſting future accidents and chan; | * 
Bets and putting as far from them as poſſi. 
| bly.they can the thoughts of account-tobe, 
iverto him, who is, as in Glory, fo}; 
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Peorexatte aboverhem: They are as2 | 


Ship ſwallowed up by -the Quick- ſands, þ 
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with only a Maſts top appearing uſcful-to |, 


all-that paſs by , although it ſelf utterly 
periſhings 
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ecihinge+.It warneth them to avoid that 


Tdangerous Road , where is nothing to be 
| apeſted but mercileſs. deſtruction, and to 


provide for their welfare by a better Courſe, 


| — 4nte, Gevitor, quum fulmtina torques 
_ Nequicquam borremus 


7 Good Ged!, how little is thy Wrath 
fared 2 How regardleſs are miſerable men 
of thy diſpleaſure, when no examples of 


| &verity 'will-admoniſh them? God 3s angry 
| #5 the wicked every days yet others will 


wmtenderſtand, or be wiſe. How many Con» 


} $iracies-have our late days-ſeen diſcover. 


W, and&(by.the blefing: of God) con- 
[Tounded:? - We .cannet: boaſt of a. righte- 
wſneſs in-his. fight deſerving it, but God 
Tar angry with the wicked, Rebellion and 
RubborngeGs are before him ſuch abomina- 
ble (ins, that if we conſider the multitude 
of miſcarriages, the ſufferings of many, 
and the impenitency of others pardoned, 
ve might bemuch of the, fear (did we not 
know God infinitely gracious, and proteſt- 
ng, that he willeth mot the death of a fin- 
Fr) that they exclude Mercy. Many who 
ave been ative, and ſince pardoned, have 
been incouraging - themſelves , and their 
n _ language, 
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*H Mele E 2 and inconr a ager Me 
of Forreign Enemies : And wan i 
got-Jearn, from other men their-Leadt 
what muſt be their merited portion. T 


Enemies to Peace, andthemſelves;: who! wil na | 
'not accept a ſmall reproof mixt-withvabuns+ | 
dant favours, aredeſervedly brought under. 
the Wheel; for -what doth moreſiiit with 
the contempt of Mercy , than ſeverity and 


vengeance ? 


[SOME there-ate/who-woildfetmadi 


mirably well affe&ed to the-Royal Caſh 


whileft frequent in'rehearſals of their-acs | 


quitred Crimes: Who fo glorieth in his'fing 
doth ſo-often rea itas he boaſtingly mem 
tioneth it : which-isa thing*tao tooc 

mon-among twtiltitudes concerned in the 


ſence of all holy ſorrow conceived! for for 


mer Difloyalties;\and'(if 1 may inoffenive 


ly ſpeak my thoughts) argueth a:readi! 
upon: occaſion, to aCt over again'What they 


love to repeat... God calleth for niourning | 


and ſorrow , that" pious tears 'may waſhs 
way .. the ſtains of Innocerit and Loi 
Blood ; without which, a good man on 
giving , the moſt-juſt Judge will by no 
means. acquit or indemnitie, For: want 


, theſe, 
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Minercies preyent not )' render the whole 


and a confuſed Maſs of Calamity over. 


£4 


, 


| &fileth aþe Land; The defilement hath not 
ren ordinary , but ſaperabundane z the 


Fields and Highways complain even yet of 
| the injurious burthen, and cry far - ven». 

cance unto him, who- will undoubtedly 
Kites in Truth and Equity, Pure and un- 


- 


| 
| figned Repentance willCand nothing elſe) 


remove the burthen, and ſtop the cry. If 
| tis diſtinguiſhing compaſſion ſpare others, 
Fet the guilty and obſtinate muſt by their 


for before either Sorrow or Judgement 
purge the Land, we cannot well expect 


| Jeruſalem by Nebuchadnezzar, God, by 
the Prophet Jeremy, threatned the deſtry.. 
Rion of Judah and Jernſalem for the Inno» 
'eent- Blood -which A4arafſeb ſhed : . Aa: 
feb had ſhed much , but was repentant + 
yet we hind the wrath of God pronounced as 
yo Jadah,even after Aſanaſſeb's death, for 
Mat Biood which he had ſhed, But God 
doth not puniſh. a Nation for oac mans lins, 
| R and 
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Ele , Gods provoked anger may ( if his. 


Fd 


'whelmed with a> juit overthrow. Blood. it. 


| Fteers of moſt "Townsand Cities, the | 


mn purge away the defilement 'Y 


that our God tan be favourable and gracious 
wrto $30. Confider we the overthrow of | 


propitiatory drops which make Bloodr 
uiltineſs diſappear as if it had never been 
ut yet we fee how impenitency driveth 
many upon. preſumptnous attempts, which 
mult unſheath ze. Sword of Juſtice , draws 
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: | Cp-VIL, Jar wen ore wrokghrapon, 343 
. | mg blood from them; from whom terdred 
; | mercy. could draw no tears; and how'06- 
| thers mock at:their own calamity by vain- 
glorious boaſtings, of what temperate men 
| would account their greateſt 'ſhame, and 
bluſh at : the rehearſal. Theſe men, al- 
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though not the Aſanaſſeb's who marched in 
the Heads of the blood-thirfly Regiments, 
we equally culpable - with their Leaders, 
by the barbarous execution of their law- 


Jes and mercileſs Commands : ' And if 


Fengeance ſtrike the Head, making it bear 
its , the members are partakers with 
K, and cannot but undergo the intamy. Sce 
we how mans-iniquity wearicth him in the 
farchafter Juſtice, arid the purſuir' of its 
teward.. When God by his Vicegerents rex 
mifſion of paſt offences required ſubmiſſive 


Lojalry, and ſincere Obedience, as if unable: 


to'bear the burden, the offenders fly from 
K, and either put the Eord about their 


own Neck, or elfe by owning theirlin,” 
proclaim it their juſt defert. His Gracicus 


Mejeſty., as one moſt excellently well skil- 
& in the Divine Faculty of compaſſion, 
would not fee theſe. mens injuries in the 
height of malice. Hoping them to be found 


tather ignorant than malicious, he was 


ready to forgive, upon this accour t , that 
they knew mot what they did. 'But Villany 
Ra la. 
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Iaboureth to.be known, 1t hateth-to beggh.' 
{taken, and diſcoverethit ſelf,” The Authij, 
delire fecrefieg'and to aft: in-private;"tbit 
the ſin, which hath an-obſcure Birth/;-foby 
walketh-abread-of it ſelf; or ele is carried 
on the Wings: of Fae. There 1s no'boy- | 
taining it within Lock or Fence, no't& 
preſling it bythe multiplicity of 'Arts in- 
duftrious {ubcilties, becauſe although the 
Enemy of all; it would: be unknown 4 
none,. It difdaineth a curb, and he who 
would ſiif'e it , giveth it the advantage 
to be mace more apparent 3 hethat would ' 
conceale it , maketh, it better | known, 
The linner.js 4 blind Sentizel:, he ſtandeth 
much upon his Guards. ;\ but while he 
would not have ſuch as:he hath madehis 
Adverfaries to, obſerve his, defeQs , hisl 
poſtures of body directed the contraty 
way, ſummon allto a neater approach, and 
to take their Þ1] of both revenge and ſcorn, 
Rebellion nut repented of. thus, bringethis 
confuſion and ſhame the wretched Actors 
If not at firſt known, it ſoon betrayethit 
ſelf; if knowe, and nar pun {bed', it: m6 
veth all its own Fngines tots own; bveÞ 
throw: Ruine is theend it aſpireth-to.a:d 
it is indefatigable 1 ntil that is obtaied, 

1 lind hopes way lead the 4##hors Opimon 

to otl.cr tLonghss, ard | r,v.il toa uy 
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alt of TI confidence, butithenature of . 
{@ enclineth-the- fans motions towards a' 
jolent fate; 5746 cvwar apy wierd 
wirrecoverableppecipice.””/ > *.. 

1:TH 1S: being the: natyre of the ſin, the 
pneral' miſcarriges: of 'Rebellions 'under- 
vkings cannot»be thoughtſittange; - Such" 
s the counſels are; fuch* maſt be the for- 
wez:from whence” they 'had being they 
tturn/in;the/ond;”; 'The [tratagems of tte 
zolt; ſubcle. and-orvel*enemy> of man 'are 

| diſcerned by. both the -ambirious and 
wiitions: © He. :{thoothetly_over his'bait 
yith a delicate" gloſs and fair: appearance' 
but his-.cruelty at' laſt maketh eyen for all.” 
The tncertain/appearance of the promiſed: 
$00d+ was never fo pleafing' as'the certain 
mproveth terribly diſtratting; '- But ſome 
ac-bow fararethey fromſhamevr compaſe 
fo npon chembcbrels not remembring thar 
the counfols.of the taiſerwal for, though -they 
wiſe the hopesro promotion, never miſs of 
binging theabufedClients:todeſtruttion! 
Examples beigg:theiſureſtiay of-inſtrutti- 
alot = _ oadand-after ſearch ofan- 
uquity. ſee how many of its ypſtarv prodigies 
0 tionor died in peaceable Soflelizon oy it, 
adicame totheic graves Sicca worte But &x- 
Wpjesot our homebred conſpirators being 
(9 R 3 more 


246 Hewlittlethe winde of Chaps Vit 
more uſcful(eſpecially ſuch avare freſb ingur 
memories} we may oblervethar ſuch 
edneſ(s cannot be long proſperous, : * 


#4. 
fe S 
{46 


— this natureare weighty;ons. 


counſel {tilt depreſſing, -another' [when 
all things ſeem to have attained p 
And this, that God may ſhew: himſelf ;jalt 
and wiſe, | who. taketh the - 'wiſe-in -theip 
craftineſs and diſappointeth: the inventions 
of the wicked. ; I have already ſpokenof 
the moſt execrable ens _ _ 
ings I gladly mention, although it greiveth 
ng to ane, en the canſe. -: But conſiders 


iag Sir Joha Hotb aw the firſt profeſled rebeh 


whoſe treaſon at' Hall found: a ſuitable 19 


ward, I think that no- fajthlefs ſubject wa) . 


eyer more'exaCtly fitted by kind. Maſterive: 
rifying my words in the former Chapter, 
That the firſt aſſiſtance in Treafonable Aitis 
Ons, have 'many, times the T ortene fo: be tht 
faſt rafters of the mercileſs gewer of ſuch 
irployed thew, We —_ the a@tions 
'of traytors what they think'to:be thejui 
recompence of _ hood, _ —_ 
ingly judge. of theix: mifery, who þy taer 
We at er pre-condemn themſelves 
And eafily may we diſcern what kind! 6 
happineſs' theſe men haye, who are-not 
ſafe one among another, If JuUgene 
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hillerh to ; cone (U upon the roms elſewhere, 
Ks ofa to have fre come out from Abithsz 6 
leth ard deuphr” e meno $i m and the 


| wu of Milla, and to come out from the” 
ain 'Shctiem 24d the houſe of RR 467 


bittelech;S\ich was the Nath end 
of hit treacherous Kright histompliresin | 
y being (itis tincerraten hier Y < | 
ifftowards him, ts and they unju { arid 
th atetul toward their moſt My and li-' 
l' Maſter. Enmity It ff could not. 
have invented '4 mote, proper revenge 
for ſuch a critne ; "nor. Os CPE s 
can there (i my Pudgement be found he” 
te” ASE met ng us the evil couſe-" 
entes of Ret Hear we that Eleſed 
| Mo. whom he x ſo imj: udent! ; afiront- 
| paſa deliverifg hs thoughts 
at, Popr Gent/eman ( ith Po > he is now 
'4 910 table 3 Perniay, of npreſy ſperoxe. 
i ty, te Lad World ay f a and LL 
faſt 4 ji acle, that the t rule carriag 

's. falje# raw de his Tere agn carr, ak 
ay its In us neednc with it 46 aus 7n/eps 
A nn "Hetrue Ld how to 
and ſh Fed b ga what Tp might 

gild  bave.had warnin 
day by Hy 5th rpg aig 
mote ſuch? RK v0, nor have occaſio 
R 4 tO 
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to relate t 


Hr 03 


-As one huriting a poor fugitive hare rideth 


? 


Gl k ;&- 3 $4 Hg Þ» <f 5; 
compence. for _his fears 3 But there js an,un- 
certainty of taking what heſecketh accom: 
panied with a' certainty of. periſhing whe: 
ther it be obtained or loſt, The worſt things 
deareſt' bought 'are the, contentmengs] of 
fools: Religion,'reputation,.. liberty and 
ob tiay even all the goods of body: d 
oul do they paſs away inexchangeforat 
unſeen glory and a phoetted proſperity, 
and Will n0t be guided by Wiſdowe, pa 


xe leaſt Own ber , untif. ſbe Laugh & 


». 


#13f T is a molt excellent decree of Provir 
#exce, that fin' ſhould either not be pro 
Perous , or proſper to' its ownruin.,,, A 
1 #.% he he IS 0 _— #4iture 
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Natyre inſtryteth: us in things 44onſiroms,! 
that they neyer generate, or- things of{{a- 
Viperows kind -Whi ch although | they geng> 
rate, yet, bring forth jat- ence their Fruie 
and Death 4 ſo-obſervation in; paſſages:of 
Providence Will-teach us; that, wickednels 
ether hath ,NO-Pracedure,y -QF-art unfortu-: 
nate one. Evil counſels commonly. vaniſh 
into nothing ,; and  the;:4#tbors ;ves--at 
their hopes. ,, proving frmaitleſs -Dreams;:, 
But it.( as 1t fometimes. happeneth-), they, 
raiſe the Authors to a. Throne of Sublimi»: 
ty, yet have they -no enjoyment. of-theſe. 
tl for. the -very-.fycceſles are- the: 
jolt certain and killing iſchiets. '-More: 
4 the tbe Ygerons Raee do fuch preipe>- 
xities not. only deſtroy.;chem of ! whom 
they had. a being. but. hinder Generation 
in. thoſe minds, which being otherwiſe apt, 


are, by fear, diſabled. Rebebion (t00-t00 


common notwithſtanding) -would morg 8+ 
bundantly , multiply igs.curſed Off (pring, 
fic not the, halty diſpatches of the Divine 
Wrath overthrow thoſe Mountains. of Fe+ 
licity, which proud menhaving raiſed, 
themſclves, do conceive immoveable. Some 
whoſe inclinations are not: averſe to: baſe 
pndertakingss do ſomewhat: for bear,,; þg® 


gauſe:( being. not ſo wholly void of Reve 
£8 on 


5 
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 —— 2g0" . How little the minds 0 


of " Chap. Vip" | 
ſon- as others J they ſce the danger , and” | 
will-not ingage: But where'the want '6f' 
judgment taketh-away fear, men are ative 
to their hurt; foro it alway proveth; 
there being no ſolid hopes of an happy end 
without a go gintiing. Would any 
'one, who knewthe danger, phinge himfelf” 
all over: head and body in abojling Fur" 
nace? 'or leap*down a ſteep Rock 1nto #' 
devouring Gulph? Neither can any mian' 
of aſober mind caft himſelf off from the 
ſecure Rock of Loyalty, into the Whirlpool of 
Diſobedience, 'Re ſeethino cauſe; no profit, 
no honour, not the leaſt,either convenieate 
or neceſlity, to' perſwade him to any ſuch 
thing.' He welt efteemeth it wager ev, 
of himſelf, and'in'the beſt ſtate of Fortus 
nate 'Diſloyalty; ſeerh nothing” rempting - 
him to the experiment of the worſt, Am 
ſonic, who incontempt of God would eye 


dape toſin, are reſtrained þy'theconti 
miſcarriages, either' early or later, of fiich 
as Humrane'Vengeance, by the appoititment 
of the Divine; hath raken awiy from" ths 
midſt of the *Barth at times ,' when rhey 
Jeaſt expeted evil, and molt Prſued 

on the goodneſs' of their Fortune, Thi 
(although ſcarce other than blind ) diſcern 
p ſhort a blefling Fortywe' conferreth 
upon 
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won: fuch yndeſerving ſervants; and'that 
ſhe flieth-from them with more ſpeed than 
the 8x2, from his Riſing to: his Serting - 
From ſuch ſhe commonly. maketh an una. 


{| ſval -haft, making her Morning come” late, 


and her Evening ſoon 3: then-Jeaving them 
tothe darkneſs of their guilty minds, bat 
the oper puniſhment: of*their odious ads. 
The miſcries and juſt; ſufferings of theſe: 
ae uſcful ro: others, Þ wiſh1 could fayto: 
all ; But God; who-maketh'other mens evils: 
to. become his Childrens good, hath mor- 
been pleaſedto grant thern fo full a favour, 
as to bring into their. Sacred: Society all 
thoſe who have forſaken the: Paths of Life, 
to tread the Ways of Darkneſs, whom'he 
hath yetſpared, that they 'may repent,and' 
not ;poſt forward to Judgment by a'per- 
verſe obſtinacy in what he abhorreth 57 and: 
= ſorely puniſh with preſent and eretyal. 
HEY who have had ſnch Morives to- 


| Humility, ſhould adviſedly repair'to/ their 
| Offices ard/Duties of Allegiance, certify-- 


yg themſelves of the-rigour: of provoked 
pence when, turned into fury.-/Why 
will they mujtiply thoſe- tranſprefiions, 
whereof the leaſt is .in'Gods fight mon- 
itruous? Cam they eſteem that light, _ 
Go 
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252: How little the minis of" Chiap,V 
God 'ſo-remarakably -: punifhect/ above os 
ther {ins >' The Crownr arid 'Diguities of 
Kingriare among the \chief of 'Conſeerated\. 
Treaſures.” ln them, 'as the: Depoſtorier of 
of. the»moſt precious things vt-his Church, 
God. layeth the concerns of her glory and: 
ſafety :+So that deſtroy them, and we know: 
not where to find Azron budding Rod, nei-' 
ther 'the Golden Pot that hath Manna; the 


Churth goeth to ruine,. the Pars of it are 


diſſolved ; 'the'\ Fowndations' removed, and: 

both :Decency and Order, nay all: Religion' 

15: then! utterly: dubverted. 'When Kimgs;| 

who:arc her Nurſing Fathers, are ſpurned -_ 

and_inſulted over by the foot! of Pride; 

there:can be:no- Peace in Jeruſalem, wo Pro-' 

Jperity within ber Palaces.” And it- is indeed 
togwell known; that Rebels {nave no part! 

of the Body. when they: can: give' Law! to 

the Head ; and that they: never feck to ins 

jure the Gnardian ,, unleſs their Luſt covet| 

the Charches.defilement, Bur although'they 

attetypt-much; @tting themſelves ro the 

ol y-and reltle(s| practiſes of '\whatozuto 

they :imapine conducing totheir aims;they: 

ſha woes. be adepneroſorrs my AT, 

the tettder mercies of the Higheſt; our'Chief* 

tain-and Head foall not miſcarry; The for- 

midable Powers of the Charches prayers 
7 7 are 
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me alway fighting againſt ther , as well 2s 
their own fins, 'apainſt 'whichtheirſubtitry 
4aninever” prevail. Although they ſtrive, 
and-with continued labours endeavour to 
get ſore advantage, the profit of theif 1a- 
bours will be ſummed up in'a Cypher , but 
their loſſes mult needs rife to'an infimrte ac. 
count, In alttheir ways 

” | 


+ 
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4 


— Thcedunt per ignes 
Swppoſitos cineri doloſo y 


And their miſerable end —_— hap- 
peneth to'be unawares and ſudden, but un- 
doubtedly certain, So-many Loyal Sub. 
jets faithful Arms dedicated to their Prix- 
ces ſafety , fail not of Victory , becauſe 
they implore, and even provoke by ar ho» 
ly violence, Omrnipotency tobe a concerned 
Oppoſite. - Peradventure fome inconfidera*- 
ble ſuccefs may heighten tteir lofty ſpirits, 
and make them truit tothe indulgeaces of a 
Step mother : But then ſaith God unto them, 
Lift not up your Horn on hich: jpeakh not 
with a ſiiff neck, He maketh thcm then' to 
know, that be is' Judge, that iz bis hand 
there is a Cup, and the Wine red ;, that it is 
Jull of mixtu.v2, and be poureth out the fame ; 
but the drees. therecf Mi theſe wicked of the 
Fart: 


Earth fhall wring them ont, and drinkthis. 
When Fortanebeſtoweth on them. a favour,. 
let them manage. it to the.utwoſt of their. 


induſtry and. power, it will prove-bute 
feeble inſufficiency. Could they work ex; 


ven many things in the Neighbourhood of 
what is ſupernatural , yet much more eaſily. 
God can and will giye Victory.unto, at, 
eſtabliſh in his juſt fruitions bim, for whom. 


. we inceſſantly .pray , thinking: our ſelves, 
never fafer, than when fo contending forhis, 


prefervation. Were there nothing buthis 
Jnnocence and undoubted Propriery:., theſe. 


are ſufficient. tb immure him from theirbak . 
purpoſes, and give him a glut of revenge. 


upon audacious Conſpirators., . Thefe are, 
through Gods pleaſed approbationy every 
where triumphant, in deſpite of Forteze, 
Policy, and 9ll the machinations-and deviſes 
of ungodly Wit z infomuch that an Hea.: 
then Poet could declare the ſucceſs of In+ 
tegrity, emineat over all other fucceedings, 


Extruite immanes ſcopulos, attollite turres,' 
Cingite vos fluviis, vaſtas opponite ſoluas, 
Garganum Alpinis, Appeninumque xivalew 
Permiſtis ſociate jugis, & rupibus Hizmum 
Hadite Caucaſeis, involvite Pelion Oltz. 
Non dabitis murum ſceleri : qui vindicat,ibit. 
Omma 
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Onrnia ſubſident meliori peruia cauſe.” + 
Claud« Pan. de 4* Conf. Honor. 


' Which may be thus Engliſhed : 


\- Heap up huge Rocks, to Hraven raiſe Towers, 


incloſe 
Toxr ſelves with Rivers, Deſerts vaſt oppoſe < 
nga to the Alps, and Snowy Appenine 
With mingled ridges wed, Hzmus conjoyn 
To the Caucaſean Rocks, Mount Pelion 
0n Olſla. Heece for Treaſon ye'l find none ; 
(ane way.,ell things will yield 
Toth' better Canſe an eaſie paſs and Field. 


.-» Fhe prceteQtion of the Innocent 15 Gods 


Glory ; he rejoyceth in nothing more, 
than to be called their Deliverance, and De- 
bverer. He taketh marvellous delight in 
their Songs of Triumph.z and therefore 


ſheweth himſelf ready to plead their Cauſe, 


and work theirs Peace, When they com- 
plain of the injurious dealings of men, he . 
preferveth them, by delivering the wicked 


over to their own miſchief, When the Rod 


6 caſt into the fire, the Children are ſecure, . 
and: have then more cauſe and liberty to 
contemplate, and magnthe that infinite 


Goodneſs by which they are ſaved, and 


their ſtrongeſt Enemies confounded, 


A ND. of this Goodneſs and- Juſtice: he 
giveth clear.. and continual" teſtimonies, 
which that they may be the more frequent, 
peradventure is the cauſe why' he did-not 


bring ſach as deſerved puniſhment for their. 


unnatural Rebellion all at once to their 
merited ends, bar ſuffered many of them 
to Proceed, from contempt of former mers 
cies,. to, moreand more infolent perpetras 
HONSs' . 


gic inconſumptuin Titi ſemperque renafeent 
Non perit nt poſit ſepe perire jecur, 


Had they all preſently ſuffered , the me- 
mory of their {ufferings had been leſs dus 
rable.z- whereas diſregarding all favour, 
and, Jabouring to. fill up the. meaſures-of 
thoſe who went. before, they fall into-the 
ſnaze by degrees, and are the continual Vis 
Ctims offercd:.up for the conimon peace; 
The ?/almiſt;praying againſt a miſchievous 
Crew of his-time; although he defired God 


n9l' to:be mereiſul to any wicked tranſare+ 


ſor, yet-ſaon{ aſter entreateth of God as8 


favour, that he would not {lay them, legft 
(faith he) azy people forget. Some remains. 


ing aſter-thereſt, when the Inſtruments of 
Vengeance ſeem: dull, will by nia = 
17; A ulve 
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dufive provocations, be {till whetting and 


them, ' until they receive the fatal ſtroak : 
kd 'Jatter Executions revive and renew 


{the remembrance of former Ads of -Juſtice.. 
Which good men conſider with compaſlſt- 


onate affections, bemoaning their wilful- 
«fs , whoſe: hearts nothing could:mollifie, 
bat by devout joy exprefiing their grati- 
tude to their Redeemer , who exalteth In- 
tocency to a Throne, and dejecteth Iniqui- 
ty toa Dunghill. Gods Patience indeed is 
4dmirable z he waiteth long expecting mans 
thange, and the Renovation of his mind : 


impenitency rejeeth it, as the Rock doth 
the Showres , which -elſewhere are enter- 
tained, and ſoftning. Continuance in Re. 


live their fill of implacable ſeverity. - 


pentance 1s cheap and common : Then men 


| viſhthat they had been provident, when 


they cannot regain their loſſes. - He , who 


tempts 


hurpning chem , and alway jeſting with 


tut without fatisfation, Patience moſt at - 
kneth give up ' its place to Wrath, Sin ' 
noveth Heaven it ſelf to compaſiton , but + 


tellion muſt needs repeal the-greateſt of- . 
fers of Gracez and obdurate hearts, de- 
lphting in cruelty only , ſhall affuredly 


-W HEN it cometh to this, uſelets re- 


tefore his entry upon his deſperate ate. 
| S 


= 
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rempts.” ſhould have propoſed this to-him [1 
ſelf ow ' daveſ# thou adventure: to croſs 
theſe Seas without fear ; wherein ſo many | 
have periſbed , nay, wherein is certainty. of | 
being wracked ? never .confiderceth the pe- I 
ri], till he findeth' his bottom ſplit, andthe J7 
Flouds opening to receive him, Aftionhe It 
fore corifultation 5 iis: faithfully*, attended | (; 
with croſies: It hath no Guide, neither [4 
feeketh to avoid them; .in which relpedt Jl 
itcannot-but fall into misfortunes. Notto I { 
be willing to foreſee,,is to reſolve tofulles, | 
and to manage affairs unadviſedly, 8t0,de [4 
termine their miſcarriage: But when.the |'T 
certainty .of the danger preſenteth.1r & 1 
e're he begin, that perſon tewpteth miſchief [4 
and ruine, who will preſumptuoutly goa Ihe 


And truly ſuch an ones condition-1s-4& | fl 
fervedly not pitied -when he complaineth, |4 
who when faithfully. forewarned, wolld | of 
dare what wiſe men dread, who was'a& | 
quainted with the conſequences, andſoibe |; 
trayed ' himſelf. , becoming his Enemies | 
Slave by his own baſe ſurrender of himkell, | g; 
Man may nor think to:-make his will bs |'6 
proteion. By: following the Counſel and * 
Will of God, bs may' be ſure to-profper; | '# 
for that' Will is the only Rule of Safety. |"toy 
To go contrariwiſe , and be ſurprized i | "th, 
ute || 
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nx {-uabappy: events is but-what is commorand 
{ſs [ payoidable:Yet as if it were ſome unexpe- 
vy [Sed novelity-which hapged unto them;men 
of [overtaken by their own deſert then begin to 

afder and: bewail their overſceming fol- 
Þ when 'tis altogether :too late; When - 
tc thoughts: of theirdiſgraceful undertak., 
vgs perplex their minds, and: the (evil of 
averlity pinchethand tormenth their body, 
then they confeſs -what-'the world*  be- 
fre knew, that folly direGed them; arid 
madneſs carrieth-'them-- vn headlong to 
#heunſucky ſtare, at which they are arrived. 
Temporal' calamities make them confels 
[their -indiſcretion3 | ntider them they - are 
; Srrowful, but-moſt: commonly 1t is rather 
| ecauſe ithey ſuffer whart:they defired to in- 
fit oniothers; then out of a pious grief for 
their offences. ' That they are drſappoinited. 
of their beloved mifcheif is the marter/ of 
Hheir prief, Their:aſpiring thoughts: and 
| lofty aims 'brought down'to ſhame; cauſe 
[them bitterly "to mourn; ' when alas? they 
Sught firſt: to/have weighed the lawfulneſle 
\o their -defires, and: then+the probabitity - 
Wlucceſs.-" Bur of the'miſery of the foul . 
"Which they-long lay under; they 'were al- 
'bopether inſenſible. -Thioſe ftupiſying'bar- 
thens of 'diſobedience'they willingly pry 
\* Sg 2 TIP -- 
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and the Afles backs; being broken; areone |; 
ly ſorry they can bear no longer.//\Surely, 
the affiiftions 'of a ſtained-conſcience are |} 
the moſt-intotlerable z Tt-is ftrangethat he I 
who. can patiently abide them;cannotcon- [7 
tentedly endure the diſappointementsand Þ; 
fallities of Fortune. Her injuries - are JF 
nothing in compariſon of the inſulting Ty- I* 
ranniesof fin. . Neither would any. knoy J: 
what the miſeries of -body meant, if thecty If 
elty of fin had nov firſt overladen them with IP 
_ its yoke, . All-things which afflict us ar hþ 
ſin contracted: maladies, - from which the h 
beſt cannot glory in an immunity, Bit 1, 
the difference between religious arid diſer |; 

derly-men is, thatthoſe with all their might F 


and: diligence ſhun-the evil of fin. outof [? 
an holy hatred thereof, theſe: as furiouſly b 
fly: trom virtue , and with equal violence ' 
purſue what: the.others fear. In whommb]* 
ſcries mult have the,more perft& encreals on 
becauſe ſin the. greater growth, . Miſerits & 
indeed are not 1n;them preſently |accom|* 
pliſhed, partly becauſe their great (ins # 
not preſently gather into a body, and'pant 4 
becauſe the greateſt: evils, have the longat]* 
time. e're they are formed anid-cometo the M 
birth. As mapy: (and thoſe molt incyne['1 

ble:)-:diſeaſes co' not ſhey 'chemſelyes.i th 
| "E ; 


n, Chap, VII Joove aver are wrought #por. 261 
ry by « long, confluxion of peccant humors 
ate fe) have gotten trength eneugh to de- 
he $9} that body in which they relide : fo 


—— Jtny calamities, which are-the juſt judg- 


ing (ents of God, and are Yaily nourifhed by 


pre kfal a&ts and deſires, have not a: being 
by. s ſoon as the fins, (for the birth muſt be 
7 fjounger then the parent). but after a-cer- 


Jt time break, forth as:being then:mature 


" [ad able for their deſigned. employment. 
are (ut now'if ai delight in fin arm. them-not 
the [Iitt a wounding and killing power,' the 
harms of temporal crofles' are not matter 
— {if dread, nor other then ſuch as men bare+ 
ght j imagine to be harms. Where the guilt 
94nd horrors of a polluted mind make them 


: 


ah (ot /hurtful , adverſittes are but. tingleſs 
| Epents, which will not hurt us, if we 
Fs? far not the name, but we may ſafely cou- 
i yerſe and play with them. Toſuch as have 
x” wilfally broken the -commandement, God 
| kndeth them as offenſive tokens of dil. 
dy] pafure to thwart the- unjuſt men in their 
wayes, He will not ſuffer them to: reap 
the joys of the ſeed: they have ſown but 
'# he ſendeth ſometimes ſhowres and - un» 
faſonable flouds upon the Hufbandmans 
abours, Preſently after he hath intruſted 
he prepared- Soyl with the pledges of his 
S 3 hopes; 
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- hopesz. or- at other times ; with: contigual- 


 droppings;, and overfiowings at Harveſt, 
.maketh oo ſuppoſetl xich NE Dn 
 ged into an impoveriſhingdearthe-$oſome- 
times iri the Bud, ſometinies inthe full Ear, 
when /almoſt ripehed, he deftroyeth' che' 
Rebels confidence, -by: the ſecret diſtillati> 
ons of his anger.,. or the epen flouds of 4 
ſweeping Vengeance. ' Mans tonditionkert 
will not allow him: an alway undifturbed 
felicity.; but Rebellion permitterh-: not 
that little time of repoſe, whiclt they wete 
otherwiſe capable of; to fall into'the 4w- 


thors Lot. And then'by the: benefit of # | 


quieted Conſcience, the caſualties: of life 
are to good men' void of trouble, but'te 
ungodly men they are irk{ome, and intelle 
rable; they groan and repine under them: 
Which reſtleſneſs-isnot given: by outward 
trouble, but by inward gni}t, Conſcience 
aggravating , nay making it. grief; That 
therefore men may the better::bear com» 
mon'ones, andinot- incur exttaordinay 
troubles ; or if they ſhould happen, that 
they may not 'make them miſerable, lt 
them free themſelves: from | are ;/ and' by 
obedience put themfelves under the defence 
of the Almiehty. Res magn iff 

Ser, cp; 53; habere imbeciDutatens hominis, ſte 
| 3,  curitaten 
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aritateme Dez , ſaid! a wiſe mans... I'cannot 
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fy.he:was. a Chriftian, but afluredly the 
yords;do well become Chriſtian lips. For. 
mdeed, look every where , and. ſearch: the 
world over, there-1s no where any help for 
our deſpicable frailty., but the Divine Se» 
curity, If we ſhun'the examples of proud 
and difloyal men, walking in. the. paths 
made plain for us by Chriſt, and bis devout 
Followers, this ſecurity, as an impenetrable 
Bulwark, will keep oft evils fram'us:; this 
will ſurround us, and Gods Eye', pleaſed 
with our walks, will. alway be'over far us 


our good, His bliſsful Countenance will en. 


lighten and enliven us, and riothing. ſhall 
eclipſe 6ur joy , whieh taking its beginning 
from bis ſervice , ſhall-be perfected inend. 
les Glory, © Amen. | 


That mine head were waters. and mine 
IJ eyes a Fountgin of tears , that I might 
weep day and might for the impeniteucy of 
thoſe to whom my Soul wiſheth peace, but they 
delight iz miſchief and contention. 
Many, 0. Lard , there are, who forſaking 
thee; walk in the ways of. darkneſs,,who will 
not open their eygs , leſt they ſhould ſee , nor 
their ears, leſk they. ſhould hear , ani ſhould 
be converted; and: thou ſhouldeſt heal them. 
} £7 ee They 


Covenant of falſhood, and the League of 


: Iniquity', tothe intent that the Name of Us 


.rael ſhouldibe no more in remembrance. - 


And although thou haſt cut off Corah, Das 


than, a»d Abitam.'yet the refedue of the re- 


 belieus Children do exalt themſelves, -and be- 
havethemſelves frowardly in thy fight;  - 
, . They regard not thee, O ever bleſſed King, 


either thine Image, whom thou haſt ſet up; 


they wor ſhip neither thee, nor thy Gods. 
4 ”% add Rebellion unto Rebellion, andſin 


wnto ſin, not knowing the _ of thy wrath, 


wor how zach thou art tobe feared, and that 
none may fland in thy fight when once thou 
art angry; but as if thine Arm could not « 
venge the injury of thine Honour, they multiv 
ply reproaches againſt thee , and thine 4e 
nointed... : | pL SGe tt Ko MM: 
Whom as thou haſt hitherto ſo defended, 
thatthe Sons of Violence could not: hurt 
him : - As thou haſt hitherto made their faces, 
who hated him, to be aſhamed: ſo we bed 
fſeech thee to put them to-a perpetual: rebuke, 
Ame 2, rey 0 en kb 4 (20300 ER 
. As thou haſt given bim an heart to endec- 
vonr to ſerve thee in thine own way of mere 
Ry Cv | av 
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© They have rejeFed thy Law, and madevoid 
thy Covenant ; making among themſelver the. 
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who ſhall yet -preſume-.to riſe. up to offend | 
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#nd forgiveneſs , ſo make him happy in his 
Fob « — ratitude may ae for /6- 
feriority with his great love. * © 

/ But wpon all ſuch to whom hic Clemen 
ſeemeth vile, whoſe traiterons pride diſdain- 


'ehthe mild mixture of Authority and' Com- 
paſſion, pour out thine Indignation , for cer- 
| tainly they ſeek, 10 devonr Jacob, and lay 


weſt his dwelling place, 

'' Had they good will to Sion, they would 
firive ſor-peace, and interiede unto thee vy 
prejers', that thou wonldeſt be pleaſed to 


heal wp the breaches of thy torn and divided 
| Church. 0 ſcatter thoſe who ſeek her hurt, 


ſo ſhall ſhe be exalted in thine Honour , and 
make her boaſt in thy glory for ever and e- 
vr, 4 TY KI "iy : t F 

- How fooliſh and ignorant are they who 
ſeek Honour by offending thee, and Proſperity 
without thee / Should not a people ſeek to 
their God, "and make the obſerdance of thy 
Statutes their glory and delight! My 
* But their delight is in rapine and miſchief, 
and to ſhed' Innocent blood. And although 
by many examples thon halt admomfhed 


them , yet they regard not thy works, nor 


the oper ations of thy hands ; -they deſpiſe thy 
loving kindneſs , and thy Judemends they 
will ngt obſerve. pe TIP BEN 
_—__ O 
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0 thou Comforter of the righteong-, and 
Judge. of all, how wonderful art thox in thy 
mercies , who being angry with the wicked 
every. day, doeſi- firſt give him warping be. 
fore thou. ſnuiteſt e xvGSY 

If be tarn not, then thou whetteſt. thy 
Sword, bendeft thy Baw,. and makeſt it rea- 
dy ; 'thou prepareih for him the Inſtrument; 
of Death, and ordaineſt thine Arrows. a: 
gainſt him, that thy threatnings may make 
him wiſe, and thy gentle correFion may 
make him great, whom evil praG#iſes had des 
preſſed, and covered with ſhame. 

' Theſe are thy Fatherly and compaſſionatt 
Premonitions ere thou wilt deſiroy.. And 
we praiſe thee, for that-unto thee belong Mer. 
cies, jo alſo for that thou art juſt, and re- 
wardeſt the obſtinate according to his works. 

O conſider our trouble that will ſuffer of 
them that hate ws ;, give them huntiliuy. and 
repentance, but let the wilful and diſohedi- 
ent periſh in their iniquity. 

Let not diſſozalty thrive , nor diſobedience 
proſper , leſt the ſeeming glory thereof _ 
the 1gnorant to reach ont their hands to this 
forbidden fruit. Fo. 

But as thou. haſt dealt graciouſly with #: 
hitherto , by making the wicked plot againſi 
themſelves, and run into their own Jour ; 
0 
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ſo let-their own" devices contitine tobe their. 
ſhame ard bring them down Contrrmuadlly, 0 
Lord, our ſtrength. ; 

Then ſhall the righteous rejojee when he 
ſeth. the vengeance ,.. when he ſeeth Judge- 


'ment-finding- out thaſe falſe. ones, who trufte 


ed in the abundance. of their \riches \ and. 
thoup ht thewſelyes encircled with power be- 
jond-oppoſtion, $9 
' Thou enakeſt us krow that thou forgetteſt 
wot the prayers of thy people i wha call. #por 
thee faithfully; for when the: wicked drew 
their Sword, and bent their Bow to ſlay ſuch 
# be of upright Conuerſation;' thin cauſedſt 
their Sword to enter into their own heart, 
and their Bow to be broken. 
'" O that our hearts were made ſo dire, 
that we might keep thy Statutes, and alway 
ſincerely love thee for that thou haſt done. 
' Thou haſt magnified ws exceedingly, and 
brought ws ts great honour : O lt onr lips be 
evermore filed with thy praiſe, for it becom- 
eth thy ſervants to be inceſſantly thank ful. . 
And by this which thou baſt wrought for 
#9, teach ws to reſt in thee, and wait pati- 
ently for thee ; but not to fret at thoſe who 
for a time proſper in their way , nor becauſe 
of the men who bring wicked devices to paſs. 
For we ſee, that according to thy word,” 
| Ty evil 


268 Howlittle the minds of Chap VII, 
evil doers” ſhall be cut off; that in « little 
while they ſhall not be, neither their places to 
be found. | TY Re AS 

Continue thy loving kindneſs towards ws , 
preſerve thy 'Church., encreaſing her Beauty 
and Honour ; make every Member thereof, 
through Chriſt our . Saviour, plentifully to 
bring forth the fruits of Holineſs 3 jo ſhall. 
we be aſſured of preſent and Eternal Joyi: ' 
For thou, Lord, wilt bleſs the righteous ; with 
thy favour wilt thox encompaſs him as with 
"Shield, Amen, - 


OnrFather whigh art in Heayen,Gc, 


CHAP. VIIE. 
The Bleſſings and Benefits of Obedi- 


ence. 


UCH is the tnrbalency and ninſet- 
A tlednefs of Humane Diſpoſitions, 
— that men are commonly diſpleafed 
with what their Fathers prized, and not 
well affected to their own former pleaſures, 
Mens minds are ſeldom at reſt but in alte- 
ration. and change : Which although it 
pleaſe the Fancy, yet I ſee not where it 
leaveth place for Gontent z without which, 
I-wonder at thoſe who can imagine them. 
ſelves happy , and well. Mens falſe ſight 
loveth not what 1s beſt, but what is new, in 
the ſeeking whereof is all the pleaſure: For 
while its novelty perſwadeth,and the ſearch 
taketh up time, it becometh {tale as ſoon as 
obtained, and the thoughts are taken off 
from the joy of poſſeſſion, by the renewed 
defires of ſome other Upſtart, and untryed 
good, In ſuch varying motions men love 
to paſs their time ,-and are no otherwiſe 
eaſte than in this cc n-inuai unquietneſs. 
The reaſon of this the Tragedian hath: 


Dniſquis 


Quiſquir ſcqundir rebus explter nimie, 
Fluitque lnxu, ſemper inſolita appetit. 
FX EY Sen. Hip, L ; 


f 


deſpiſe wharithey enjoy: ,/ and make their 
. Meaſures abortive by unſcaſonable Jong- 
-tegs. Conytinuance' of 'iwhat” 1s good fhrz 


+feiteth the minds of many who mighthave 


been long'happy, it they had known' con- 
tentrment,. /But, alas[ir'is a Difcaſe whieh 


- creepeth-in with Peace-and Plenty, to cor- 


rupt and- deſtroy them z that contentment 
is1caſt known, where-there- is greatel}'a- 
buadance' of 'what Mortals account” the 
*.chief'lngrediefits, and Compounds of Fe 
 licity; ' Where there is-more than eriough, 
- there is *commonly leaſt ſatisfaQtion, and 


molt inordivate-defires. Butherein wotld 


-'notbe ſomuth cauſe of diſlike, if meti'did 
notſodilta{ttheir prefent happineſs, as'to 


-undervalue(it by makihg it the' purchaſe 


'ſome certain» grief. ' The favour of the 


- Greateſt, heaps of Wealth, multiplicity of 


-» Honours; and whateverelſe is moſt prized 
.-by the admirers of terrene- flouriſhes, and 

fading Beauties; have by many (who once 
Ka thought 


f- 
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Fr Derity maketh many men mad.” Sach 
as. have more than they can wiſely. manage, 


Le) 


271 
thought-theſe the only things deſirable ) 
been judged things ſo inconfiderable, that 
theſe, together with their lives, they have 
advrentured for ſome.conceired good,which 
few others could view . with approbation; 
but moſt with amazement at the Seekers do. 
tage : Of which Itruly am one confeſling, 
that 1 never thought any ſo mad as 
thoſe whom I-have ſeen raiſed very high by. 
Proſperity, who ( as if unable to brook 
that height) have with .brain-lick counſels 
hurled themſelves down, It is uſual with 
men lifted up beyond what their conditi- 
on will bear , by cndeavoursto leap higher 
for more -ſafety ,- to. fall paſt recovery. 
Neither is it news to any, bur. thoſe. who 
are diſtracted with the manifold blandiſh- 
ments of a bewitching Fortune. For ins 
deed it is no new thing to ſee men adven- 
ture to climb ſa far, that when they myſt 
come down , there is no. deſcent but: by a 
Precipice. With examples of this. nature 
the world is ſtored; and if freſh .. ones 
(peak not more than can my Pen,  I'mighe 
be induced: to enlarge upon. this Subject. 
What I have ſeen maketh me fad, and many 
to complain z and both the paſt and. pre- 
kent damages which we have and do fuſtain 
by the madneſs of ſuch as might beat eaſe, 

| | but 
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but would-nor, make me fear further evil, 


andcry ont - | | 
* n HS 4 ant # ES 1 
tas perentum pejor avis twlit;/ 
Nos mnequiores mox. daturos 
Progeniem vitioſtorem. | 
Hor, Car. 'h Z* 


. nteſtine Commottons, which they: love to 
cheriſh to their own hurt, this fear: were 


cauſleſs, The inconltancies of the Elder 
would not encourage the Younger to be- 
diſfolute, if Conſtancy were thought'either | 


a Virtue , or uſeful; But men inftead of 
conſtancy and gratitude tor received fa- 


vours , by receiving grow more and more. 
ungrateful , and oblivious of the Berefa- - 
For. If they mention his Name in time of, 
neceſlity, they forger it when relieved, and - 
never think henirives more injured, than - 


when too full and proſperous. Many are 
not fo repining in extremity , as diſcon- 
rented in overmuch plenty. God pleaſeth 
them on: neither hand ; either want, or 
wantonnefs, maketh them always troubles 
ſome, and they ( when'their wants+are 0- 
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what Divines thence call it, The worſt of 
Foils, Some have not'been ſo much aſba- 
med of a needy miſery , as they 'have ſince 
gloried inthe ſcorn of their undeferved fa» 
yours, One inſtance may give ſatisfaction 
of this alway diflatisfied humour of the ge- 
terality, that is the benefit of Peace, after 
the miſeries of War, Thoſe unjuſt, and un-. 
natural Wars, which as a violent difeafe in 
the bowels plagued the whole Kingdome, 
Were not ſo muck condemned, as the peace- 
able times abd: Government ſince the molt 
excellent bleſſing of Reſtauration T he 7- 
Helites had rather have the Onions and 
S:0urge under Pharaoh; 'thari Manna and 
9»ails under that meckeſt man Acſes. They 
ſeemed angry at a temporal deliverance, 
and would not be happy under it, but en- 
paged themſelyes'under a fpiritual bondage. 
Ithath been no otherwiſe among ns, For. 


.| getting the fighs and groans, whileft under 


the Rod of the Oppreſſor , they have been 
Impleaded as guilty of the peoples calamity, 
who were Gods chiet Inſtraments of their 


Ranſome , and delire not more their own, 


than the peoples undiſturbed joy 5 which | 
that they have not , is their own folly. 
They will wittogt:5udgment -pry ' into the 
Rojal Connſels, antÞ'while they are only dif. 
| Sos. 'T hdent 


| fidentof the intentions, do openly calam- 


niate the aftions-'of their compaſlionate 


and tender Father, with his great and wiſe 
Miniſters of State, Peace and reſt diſtoms" 


poſeth them, .and they are never moreque. 
rulous, than wben' they have leaſt cauſe; 


Contradifting all reaſon, and deſirous tq 
deſtroy their preſent tranquility, the Olzre- 
rian days are recalled, and they had ra«' 
ther make brick with ftubble, than live mer. 
rily at their own pleaſure without fear, and 
plentifully, as well as ealily, by.a continue 
ance of fructifying gratitude, .' Thus. was' 
Peace diſelteemed,, although no. worldly 
blefling more deſirable; whoſe glory. and 


beauty are the more raviſhing , becauſe ſhe 


is ſo like and near of Kin to that gladding 
Union , which forever maketh happy-the 
Royal Subjetts of the King of Kings. N6 
verthelcſs, her Graces and Endowments 
prevail not with the greater number of 
men, for either welcome, or reſpe&, And 
what between her Relation-to Heaven, and 
the publick ſcorns whereby ſhe- ſufferethy 
{be 1s rather deſired by good men , than" 


known to many, Where ſhe ſometimes” 
ſheweth her fair countenance , ſhes ſo ab+ | 


{olutely perſecuted with the foutprovocer 


tions 
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Iinof of wicked men , that ſhe ſoon begin- 


zh to mourn 3 andcovering thoſe radiant 
boks with a ſable vail, to withdraw her - 


J# from humane habitations. Although 


he be a rare Gneſt, and come but feldom, 


The is afured of injuries. She: ſeeketh to 


pake glad all among whom ſhe is; and 
whether ro her true or adopted Children 
Mother equalleth her Benedictions, ſhe 
paſſeth them all in Munificence : Her 
lindneſs is incomparable, and thoſe who 
teceive her, ſhe gladly enricheth : Yet they, 
b whom ſhe hath been moſt 1tberal, are 
ally the firſt who repay her favours with 
mignities. For whereas the mercies of 


freaſe of devour thankfulneſs, there 1s no- 
ting more common than to make uſe of 
the bleſſings of Peace, in ſuch a manner as 


thment. Our Lexd had not long known 
What it was to be at reſt, &'re the wanton 


| Inhabitants, by undue and irreligious mur- 
| aurings, ſought to caſt ont rhe Aotber, anc 


thetrue Chzldrer 3 Peace, and ſuch'as were 


 fonſtantly hers, whoſe daily praCtiſe it was 
topraife God for her preſence, and humbly 


treat him for her ſtay among us. The 
diſteſpeCt of the benefit maketh God again 


T 2 remove 


feace require a ſanihed life, and the en- _ 


(bal! ſooneſt cauſe her departure and ba- 
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remove it. Forreign Enemies take- occalj- 
on to diſcover their: enmity , and. make a 
breach with us, hoping: to make a; proſpe. 
rous War: by our diviſtons at home - Our 
own inconſtancy then fought againſt us, 
and our folly armed thofe who ſought our. 
ruine; But Gods mercies were not anſwer- 
able to the multitudes vanity, Although 
the unquietneſs of our raving minds plead. 
ed apainſt us. he had pity upon us; and 
nor \iffering our Foes to rejoyce over us, 
hath remitted that graceful and anvable 
Preſervatrix of the Kingdomes Honour and 
Fortunes, whereby we with it may alway 
flouriſh 5 and may menovf all eſtates labour 
her preſervation , wherein all mens good 
conſiſteth. Nothing 'but  ingratitude..can 
make us vile, with which a Natiox abound- 
ing, fallethinto-the loweſt degree of con. 
tempt , and isburied. in fcorn and infamy. . 
THE diſreſpe&ive murmurirgs of. the 
preſent times begin' to affright ſuch.as att 
in love with Peace , . and cannot contented 
Jy brook aſcparation from her. - We heat 
language contrary to what we pray foh 
and God expeaeth.,. as if a ſurfeit, of f 


pineſ+, upon fo. ſhort an, enjoyment, . ha 
mace the Speakers belch out theſe-unwho 


lome Airs. ' But lurely they, who would # | 


mend 
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” Jrend their condition by thus loathing the 
Freſent, do mar thoſe undeſerved bleſlings 
merewith ſacred Boanty, hath ſtored them. 
they, who have-been alway wont to vex at 
' Jheir preſent eſtate, muſt bave a great 
» Jhange of diſpolition to bring them to fe- 
> Flity. ,Continual complaints make nothing 
' Ibiter, The unrulineſs of a people is its 
gn Scourge, And as diſquieted minds are 
yont to be followed with outward trou- 
des, ſo are there none more miſerable then 
they.,,, who know not when. to  rejoyce, 
mo, when a jult cauſe exciteth them to 
& cannot diſcern it. - Thetrouble of their 
nconſtancy apd ignorant contempt of what 
kt good and deltrable makethi them wretch. 
td; cven when nothing is wantipg to the 
wmpleating their ” happineſs, Eut the e- 
ms, which diſcompole proſperity, making 
00d: bad, do {till} go on to - make bad 
worſe, that ſuch-as reproach mercie may 
fſervedly neyerbe exempt from the croſſes 
of cither their own opinion - or fortune. 
If ſo be nevertheleſs the bleflings are not 
Þ abſolutely tull of what I.judge necef- 
fry for the work of my joy.,; before: 
Ind fault 1 muſt conſider whether I judge 
aight, or whether that which is wanting 
4 my joy, &e not more abundantly ſup» 
; 33 plied 
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plied by a greater good to others, orelſe, 
if I ſhould undervalue the preſent bleſſing, 
. whether I. am ſure of a better, arid byre- 
. pining to amend not impair my preſent 
condition and fortune. No man is the more 
| happy in being ſeIf-willed, envious or raſh, 
Moſt men, who ſhew themſelves publick- 
'ly vexed at the miſcarriages of the time, 
are either envious, or ambitious, or blin 
followers of ſuch dark-fighted guides, 
They are either diſquieted with their own 
fooliſh hopes and feares , or other-menz 
troubleſome counſels; and not judgeing 
.a right whether they have a cauſe to be 
troubled, madly at to the overthrow of 
peace, whereby they affiCt all, and batter 
not, but rather inyolve themfelves in the 
greateſt. calamities, . For ſurely no benefit 
can a crew to. the unconſtant and waver- 
Ing man, who would be happy but hateth 
the meanes. Except we be at unity atnony 
. our ſelves , .we cannot be prolperots, 
This Unity is 0irtment which covering the 
Head and ranting down to the shirts mak- 
eth the Prizce glorious and the. Sabja 
happy.z for where it is there the Lord hit 
commanded the bleſſmg. It is an Orack 
'. __ , from the moſt Holy One, Inveturn- 
Iſa.30.15, ing and reſt ſhall ye be ſaved, it 
qrialneſs and confidence ſhall it 
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jar rength. Let him, who defireth feli- 
ty not wander in fearch after it , 
hut, abiding at home þy a diligent obedi- 
ence and holy confidence in God, force it 
to be his Inmate and companion. 'Varie- 
ty of perplexing thoughts and contrary 
motions never finde it. He, who ſeeketh 
it every where, ſhall find it no where ; for 
adced a reltleſs life hath no agreement 


with it! Although it wholly ſpend it felt 


0 purſuing it, yet it continually attright- 
&h that fortune, which it ſo laborioutly 
fourteth, When the froward man is neers 
etto it, he is furtheſt from enjoyment of _ 
t, becauſe happineſs is onely the humble, 
the peaceable, and (to ſay all) the obedt- 

ent mans portion, It istrue that the dil- 
obedient turbulent man may ſeem to ©n- 
fP it, And if youask the ignorant and des 
mded multitude, they (hal) allure you, that 
although it be 1ll procured, the happineſs 
of many ſuch -is not to be diſputed. But 
thou whoſoeyer, that boaſteſt of thy (elf 
according to their meaſures or noiſe, art 
but an equivocating fool, and moſt indul 
gent to thine own adverſity. Let me not 
karathy condition from other mens 0- 
Pinion, but thine own knowledge, I am 
Moſt certain that thou leaſt art what thon 
T 4 {cemelt 


ſakeſt thy preſent reſtleſs humors.and bes 
takeſt thy ſelf to quietnels and, the be- 


forementioned confidence, I fall be able to' 


ſay to thee as Sereca to his Lyciliae, 
Epiſt. 2. ' Bonam ſpem de te concipio, non mi 

2ationibus inquietaris, $C. But yet it 
is very ſeldome thar diſobedicnce is fo for- 
tunate as to ptirchaſe an eſteem of happi- 
neſs. True. happineſs it never hath, rare 
ſo much as a ſuppoſed one. Ir runneth 
into diſtreſs continually, and hath no moti- 
on but downward. It is in the condition 
of many languiſhing perſons, who think 
by railing themſelves out of their tick bed 
the ſooner to recover ſtrengrh, but indeed 
caſt themſelves down paſt hopes of reco: 
very. Such is the unquiet ſubjeCt'3 He 1s 
pained at the heart and caſt down by the 
multitude' of his -yain imaginations; theſe 
having caſt him down urge the raifing 
himfe]f up and providing better for the 
future, But what he ſurmiſeth will be 
for his advancement and confirmationfaill 
cth not of proving his deſtruftion. Now 
where there is in a Commonwealth ſome 
what out of that excellent oftder, which 
good men deſire to be diligently ang. 

«Hays 
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temect; tor telicity and turbulency alway 
dwell apart. When therefore thou for- 
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ways kept, diſorderly motion doth much 
hurt in introducing confuſion, to care a 
ſmall overſight The hunting after and 
uſing variety of medicines doth commonly 
more diſtemper the body than the diſcaſe 
it ſelf, When it happeneth' that good 
order 1s in ſome things wanting, we. can 
find no certain remedy obvious: but pati- 
ence. How much more then doth it not 
concerfi us to-run after deſperate remedies 
for the curing diſtempers, which are only 
imaginary ? If ſuſpitions. upon probable 
grounds ſhould preſent themſelves, they 
are to be rejeded ; neither 'may we, if 
truth-ſhould manifeſt a miſcarriage , cone 
tend for a removal otherwiſe then by pray: 
er and ſubmiſſive holineſs. But I may ſay 
that obſerving the complaints of late days 
concerning certain publick*>iminiſ{trations 
in the Ringdome, that fear and opini- 
on are our greateſt miſcheifes, The times 
of darkneſs have had ſo long and potent 
dominion over ſome, that although it be 
now clear day, they cannot ſee the right 
path, but run out of the way and ſtumble 
at ever thing, But happineſs offerethic 
ſelf to ſuch as will embrace it. If religious 
whiſperings are frequent and aCtive for the 
begetting jealouſies and fears, a ſober and 

re- 
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religions man troubleth not his thoughts 


with the conſideration of other 'mens dus - 


ves, but labonreth not to be found for- 
getful of his own, And alway doth fuck 
a man diſcover the moſt aſſured way tu 
2 bleffed and happy eltate by obcdience 
for conſcience fake, He remembreth $0, 


lomons afſleveration and delighteth in the: 
hope it giveth ; In the way of 


Pro.12 29, righteousneſs (faith he dFZ life, ang 

in the path way thereof there is no 
death. Into that way then will he dirc& 
his foot ſteps, where he. 1s ſure the Yzper 
lurketh not to bitehis heel, nor is the zet 


privily ſpread to _ take his in-»ffenſive 


Feot, neither can misfortunes lie neer in 
ambuſh to ſurprize his ſecure ſo], Heres 
in if we would all walk, we ſhould pre- 
ſently obtain what with fruitleſs labours 
we are long ſecking and wonder that we 
find not. Saint Jawes his reaſon, toſuch 
as did ask yer did not receive, is mine 
to thoſe , who ſeek felicity with great 
earneſtneſs, yet could never come withiy 

view of it, Te have not becauſe jt 
"Ch.4 3. ak and ſeck amiſs, Endeavour 

direCting us the & ag 7 proper 
way come toa bleſled end. I know no, 
neither can I ever be perſwaded that w 
jcqs 
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jects | can have avy other rule leading 
them. to proſperity but religious obedience. 


"That it 3s the onely: way to eternal. 


Felicity is agreed upon and acknowledged 


by them, -who a& the contrary. And 
1 muſt needs follow themy' ſo cloſe as to 


affirm, that then by conſequence it is that 
onely which can conduce to the preſent 


well being of a Nation, For -as no good 


can come eHewhere then from God, fo 


no blefling can deſcend upon thoſe attiqns 


which: have not ' his warrant, Obedrexce 
hath too morives urging us to its pradtife z 
the firſt, that it is a moſt plain and ealie 
wajk ; the ſecond, that it hath moſt large 
promiſes and the beſt affurances, the very 
knowledge whereof doth (doubtleſs } make 
It more eafie, It # the firſt, nay the only 
Commandement with promiſe, which we find 
in the Decalogne, and is in none obſcrved 
by God without very high eſteem and 
acceptance. And conſider with common 
reaſon, that as nothing can be caſter then 
humility and ſiabmiſſion, ſonothing ſooner 
prevaileth for ſatsfaQtion in what it fueth 
for. The moſt þaughty ſpirits and furiows 
Tyrants have been wont. h 


— Cinere exceptos juper alla lpcare. 


And 


And as. for the mild man, who ſweetneth 
all his actions with .clemency, 'nothing can 
be:more offenſive to his compaſſionate na» 
ture then to ſee humility paſs along irre- 
'verenced, much more to-ſee it ſcorned 
and injured. But : neither is this all; for 
It being that virtue, wherewith he is chie 

converſant, he will undoubtedly ſoon re. 
.ceive into his bofome ſuch as. a conſtant 
'exerciſe in the ſame virtue hath commend. 
ed to him, Likewiſe if affeQions plead a 
reward (and that no mean one) tobe their 
due, and he cannot ſuffer them. by neg- 
let to be diſcoutaged.: It mult then be 
a vanity and folly to travel far about 
after an uncertainty, and ſlight an undoubt. 
ed good within reach, which without care 
or tear is to be poſleſied, Such are: the 
rewards of Religiows Lojalty ; it with great 
facility thriveth and proſpereth, and being 
exempt from fear doth eaſily keep its well 
gotten (tore, Honor and Riches are 10- 
{cnſibly multiplied upon a Nation, that ſeek- 
cth its glory by a_dutiful ſubmiſtion tots 
Lawful Prince. While it looketh upon 
Pnion as the beſt accommodation and choil- 
eſt treaſure, the Heavens and Earth. cop» 
ſpire to make it plentiful and abounding 
in all manner of Riches. The neighbour- 


ing 
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ing Nations with admiration gaze upon 
her ornaments and flouriſhing ſpring, and. 
at once envy and wiſh for her unſpeaka- 
ble fruitious and delights, When our, 
whole care (next to God) is, that our King 
be as much as poſſibly we can. without . 
care, we make him the Arbitrator of other 
Princes fortunes, and ſet him as upon the- 
top of the grand Orb to diſpoſe unto them 
their potions of either proſperity or ad- 
verſity. His ſmiles will (as it were)enlix.. 
ven them, and his frowns peirce their 
hearts with diſmaying terrors. Swbje@s are. 
never ſtrong but in their Kirgs ſtrength 5 
and the Kirgs great ſtrength is the Subjed@s 
Love. .Joyn we prayers and hands and our 
utmoſt Jabors to fortifie him, and what we 
do of this nature for him, redoundeth to 
our own advantage. Ir was rightly obſerved 

by that wiſe Senator, that Armarr- 
Coffiodtl., wm Regis fortuna cunforum eft , 
12.ep,"1 @ merito refugium omniun dicis 
£7 tur, bi univerſorum ſecuritas inves 
#itur. The mad counſels the Kingdome 
hath frequently given was .to depreſs Roze 
alty for the. publick good. But (to ſay 
nothing of preſent inconveniences , which 
we hope a timely care will remove) look 
we back upon our late times, looking furs 
; ther 


ther. back into the Annals and Records of. 
paſt rimes, and after juſt peruſal and due; 
examination tell \me whoſo can, whether e., 
ver was known a great calamity, lighting - 
upon the King,and the Kingdome not forced, 
to. partake of the mifery.. And how can, 
it be otherwife? When the foundation 
ſhaketh, how can the ſuperſtructure abide. 
ftable? No man can truely Love and ſeek. 
his own welfare , but he muſt _delire and. 
to the. utmoſt labour the Kings proſperity, - 
which is 'the foundation of the Kingdowes- 
tranquillity. Royalty hath God's favour. 
given nnto the land, through which for 
many generations it glorioully floariſhed.. 
And ajthough in ſome Kings raigns the. 
ſplendor of the Engliſh glory appearedleſs 
bright then at other times, yet was it never 
extinguiſhed til) Kingly power ſeemed offen+ 
five and Majeſly dethroned. Never was . 
this Realm fo truely acquainted with mile» 
Ty, when wantonneſs made it ſo exceeding- 
ly diſobedientas to ſpurnat and difown that 
molt excellent Regiment, through which = 
God had: ſo. Jong conveighed his bleflings, 
and without which it muſt never have 
hoped to be fortunate or find a return out 
of Egypt, Bleſſings never multiply where 


diſobedience aboundeth. Diſorderly - 
jects 
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Fj#-, when they have injured their Head 

. Juſt at !eogth ſubmic to his goverment 
for their own good, for as much as without 
t diſſolution onely raigneth attended by 
dſtraCtion and confuſion: | 


—— Voz aliter durare queatt. 
Niſi converſorurſus amore _ 
© ,Refluant cauſe, que dedit eſſe, 
Beot.de Conſol.1.47 


Then onely are theſe calamittes -removed 
when the Crows dignifieth him, whole 
Lawfal inheritance it is ; and the behold+ 
ing it there placed where it ought, ſtrik- 
eth into a juſt and awfal reverence the 
Loving and rejoycing SwbjeFs.. . Then 
when Ur7orn jJoyneth with an inſeperable 
bond the Members to the Head, whep Love 
that an equal power over the affe&ions of 
Prince and People, we ſeem no more 1nha- 
bitants of an earthly Kingdome , but as if 
bath up into the policffion of Heaven, I 
my very well ſay fo; for fo valt is the 
difference between the condition of men, + 
who liviag under the ſame climate have * 
their , affeCtons oppoſite as Pole to Pole, 
and thoſe, who being thought diverſe 
, perfons yet ſeem in many bodies to ons 

tit 


298 The Bleſſorgs and Benefits Chap,Vilt 
but 'oric heart and Soul; that,the ſame place 
is by facred Tove converted into a Paradiſe, 
which by unnatural and ©-contempttous 
hatred is rendred a moſt vexations.Pyy. 
gatory. In which reſpe& men, who have 
ſigned up their hearts to God, that they 


might be the more aſfuredly and plent 
fully ſtored with Love; have either He 


ven deſcending unto them}, or are them- 


ſelves tranſlated' and made partakers of 


ſupernatural joyes, 


% BH W8 - wy 
-N O'W: in that _ met thinkto pre-. 


vent great dangers by ative diſloyalty they 
t20 too manifeſtly lay open their ignorance, 


What they jaige the prevention is thehe- 


cetting of dangers. The wiſe Min 


Prov. ſaiththat 4 good Man ſhall be fſatife 
14-14. fied from himſelf, whereby we are. 


*tro underſtand that his works ſhall 


be profperons, Bur he faith in the fore 


going” words that the back-ſiider in heatt 
ſhall be filled with his own wayes.; where: 
by he'theweth that they, who fall off from 
the obſervation of the Commanidement (up 
on the obſervance whereof the promiſe of 
bleſkedneſs was given) fortune and ſucceh 


ſhall in like manner deſert them. Gene. 


rous principles have an anfwerable iſſue 
but the contrary is moſt true of evil _ 
whic 
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whichare alway purſued with evil. Solozror 


' ſheweth upon-what hopes obegrence and-di/- 


obediente;have.their.dependance; The path of 
the Juſt (faith he)2s.a5 the ſhining light which 
Frov.g ſhineth more and more unto the per £6t 


| 18\t9. , day. (The way of the.wicked is as dark; 


neſe;they know not at what they ſtumble, Obe- 
dience groweth continually, more and more 
bappy,and itstapor burnethalway moreand 


| moreclearly,unti)-in heaven it be extinguiſh. 


ed by that maſt gloriqus ſplexdor,which giv- 
eh and comprehendethall light.But the dif- 
loyal and ſeditioug. walk. in-obſcurity and 
through miſts, ſixmbling blocks androcks of 
offence ſurround them,traps and ſnares every 
where lie prepared for them, they paſs their 
time in invincibletroubles,and ſuddenly fall 
mtothe' pit of deſtruction. Let unquietSpirits 
ſeek to remove their conceited troubles and 
prevent thoſe miſcheifs, which their wild fan+ 
epreſenteth nntortbem;yet while they labor 
t9:remove imaginary evils:they, are circum; 
Vented with real ones. Their toyl alfo is very 
ticulous,if more probablyſucceſsful,ſecing 
Ulter means prevail for the greateſt goods, 
And whereas. (xather then not hymor theis 
eelious inclinations) unſetled minds haye 
juſtification recourſe to the pretended 
dead 'of ſome imniinent calamity, if timely 
Ae be not uſed:religion & daily experience 
V cach 


300 ThebBleſſmg and.Berefit»: Chap. VWF 
teach us' that lin averteth nv judgement, 
which is hovering over a Nation, ' Burg. 
ther ſins (" efpecially of rebellion ) haſten' 
that revenge, which God taketh of ſfuchy 
flight his admonitory threatnings. Where 
we all men, who did fear fin more -then 
ſorrow, ſufferings for fin wonld notfoof 
- tenexcite our griefes, and make oureye 
ſo plentifal in ſhowers. Certainly as ſ& 
dittous commotions contrat many future 
plagues, ſo do they never bring any pre. 
ſent benefit z empty hopes are the recom- 
pence of a tedious travel, 7 


Tm 


, 


LET us at the laſt rather then never ]- 


begin to conſult what courſe of life 64d R 


hath appointed as that wherein Subje@ | © 


may live moſt ſeeure. Surely great arethe 
bleflings, which his care keepeth in ſtore 
for, and his bounty conferreth upon thole, 
Who ſeck to him- as their ſole direcour. 
And in the plain way he leadeth the 


which alſo proveth the richeſt way. Inſtead |" 
. of vexarious labours he appointeth them;# | 
the greareſt pacificatory and obligation, the Þ 


cafic rask of the offering of 0bedjewce,tht | 
beſt of ſacrifices , which he 'every wheres 


his- Holy Book commendeth, and alway& x 
ven in this life rewardeth. No incenſe Þ- 
cending with an odoriferous ctoud /00'J' ip: 


O 


Fea VII. of Obedience. TY 
- oblations, whole ſweet favour and excel- 
lency;was wont to teſtifie the offerers ge- 
-nerofity and riches, did ever ſo procure 
from the throwe of grace the beatifique ſmiles 
of the moſt boaniiful Azjeſty, as the cheap 
1 offcring of 0bedience, which commendeth 
not it ſelf by the vanity of worldly oftenta- 
tion, but the glory of a great and conſe- 
crated heart, They who gave their bodies | 
.fo be burnt, by the benefit hereof made 
their ſufferings thoſe harmleſs (though fie- 
2h Chariots, that tranſported them to joy. 
his ſharpened the faith of the general af- 

ſembly of the firſt born, enabling them to 

ſe their names written in heaven. Holy 
4 men, knowing how much this was the or. 
-nament and felicity of the Chriftiax Church, 
fonnd Texyples and Oratories. where joynr © 
rajers, ſhould be offered up for Kings and 
ſuch as were in authority, that wnder them 
we might be godly and quieth governed. And » 
{ the unwearied exerciſe and profeſſion here- * 
;of wrought upon the hearts of the cruelleſt 
1 Hrants, and introduced a feſtival peace in- 
io the world, making ſome of the maſt 
*violent gain-ſayers ſubmit to men of (o 
exalted fpirits, and . cheriſh ſach as they 
4 before perſecuted. And certainly God 
I faketh how much he is pleaſed withit by 
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,02 The 6.cjinigs-and'Benefits Chap.VI 
the'evidenti returns ' of acceptance, thoſe 
ſr<quent collations- of tetmporal honours 
and riches,” wherewith he graceth- ſuch as 
celire to enicreaſe by his Love only. "And 


this purchaſe of liberty, wealth and great-. 


neſs is the cheapeſt, eaſieſt and ſureſt that 
Heaven and Earth affcrd. Orhers: coſt 
much labour, and deficiency- 1s at length 
their accompliſhment. Hence thereforeis 
the excellence of Obedience commended, 
that it aſcendeth» without rub, Jet, or mo- 
leſtation 3 it becometh great and glorious 
without noiſe, and without either the Ay. 
thors or any. ones injury, It findeth joy 
at hand, and without the wearying exami- 


nation of the diveility of opinions and 


manifold direCtions, where to feek mans 
Simmun bonum, lodgeth it molt ſafetyat 
home, The Obedient mans well fortihed 
heart hath joy therein immoveably fixtand 
and knoweth the worth of 1ts own pollek 


fion, which - by tte Love of God it hath | 


obtained'- and. confirmed.” ' Now if we 
diiract the mind with the inquiry -after 
tuch goods as like the Kaizebow look afar 
oft rich and promiſing, our deluſions will 
end in a'{tiower, and our hopes waſht away 


wrocicomntand for: ow, Ore!' or joy, 


w hict, wefooliſhly ſought, and after much 
» " } E trOue 
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'ronble unluckily” obtained, will prove” 
ike to a ſmall tree, which we have ſome. 


{ time ſeen miſerably torn with the weight 


ofits unrimely froit, ' They whos by civil 
diftrations riſe tq wealth ahd power, ire 
ſo perſecuted 'with innumerable miſcheif$ 
that they have onely this comfort” left: 
that they may Tay their -defired happineſr 
hath deſtroyed them, The obtainmgflich 
defires bebarreth' them'the fruition, they 
being more happy in hope then poflefiion; 
Riches and hoqvurs proctred by the viſe 
fubtilties 'of a” difobedicnt induſtry, maſt 
be conſerved with moxe baſeneſs Fra 
they were acquired, and" bring more'dan- 
gers' to 'the' purchaſers then\the'/purchaſe 
colt, What between their own'fears, the 
*y and} emulation of*their followers, 
and 'the* gerjeral hatred' {not onely '&f 


| 700d, but) all men, it mijlt tieeds bethat 


"ſtead of their propoſcl'exaltation they 
'fnd themſelvesgrievouſty deprefled, and 
That ' +þe pit hath” opened beF month aid 
Tvallowed” them np. Bit whilethe aſcend- 
Futies,* of, rather "the deſcending ver- 


Pont taketh'rhis prepoſteſiivn of them, 
Dhedrent menare'in aPaviljor [ecurety Peſto 


ng, and wiipt up ih ſweet fordp of 
The celeſtial merties. And this their ftli- 
V 2 City 


diſpoſal of the propitious S*2rs concarring 
at their birth, as. 1t | were in conſultatian, 
how to make them the Soxs; of Fortune; 
but it is the work of true 5/dowe mak-> 
ing. all thoſe happy, who aſk counſel. at 
Her Oracle, = make it their. conſtant 
delight to be converſant in her ſacred 
Schools. There they, are inſtrufted in 
thoſe unerring rules, by. which they ar 
Tiveat undonbrted proſperity. And among 
many. moſt profitable rudiments, with 
which they are furniſhed as necefſa Fa 
their ſafe conduCt. thither, theſeare ſome 
of the chief; That (ſeeing without holineſt 
20 mar can ſee God, (and therefore neyer 
be, happy} which holineſs muſt not be. fas 
lacious, becauſe ſuch will not paſs the ex- 
aminatian of his dijudicative.eye;) it:1s 
a meer abje&ion of themſelves and hopet 
to attempt the railing themſelves high 
-upon foundations of hypocrifie 5 Thatit 
is far better to live in eſteem. by giyin 
due honor to thoſe, whom God hath ſet 
over. them, than to. become infamous 
by ſeeking to inveſt themſelves with 
thoſe Robes, which adorning the Saperio 
render the inferior the ridiculons objet 
of. contempt z That toaſliſt the tres 
| : _ 
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| Chap:VIll. of Obedience,  - 2 og 
and comfort them by timely ſupports is 
,ptoper to. a -brave_and noble. Spirit, but 
0-diſtrels ſuch, whoſe welfareſtanding in 
oppoſition to.;the accompliſhment of their 
exorbitant luſts, is degenerous.and bruj. 
- iſh; Thattheapprobation of 5he Suprean 
Jedge, and the;xeal commendations of in- 
noctncy among wer (although the bleſſed 
Authors (it Jow) hath an excellency tranſ- 
cending the feigned title of, the.cither de- 
ceived or unwilling multitude; That by 
the benefit of an unſpotted mind not to 
{hun/the examinations or fear the countes 
nance of the- inguilitive Judge bring them 
home. a plentiful harveſt /of joy, when 
onely horrors -. and, . confuſion multiply 
within thoſe breaſts, whoſe difloyal pra- 
Riſes have rendred- the faithfyl and wifc 
Jadge their juſtly provoked enemy 3. that 
to live frugally upon their own (that 1s 
bountifully withour riot) and tg purcbaſe 
bleſings upon it by the prayers of needy 
fouls thereby refreſhed and made glad, 
hath a more plauſible triumph.then to ji 
on high in poſleſſion of. other. men dig- 
nities and eſtates, which alway bear to 
the wretched invaders. the: briars and 
thorns of misfortunes by reaſon of the 
complaints and curſes of the oppreſled, 
11 | V 4 and 


-506 The Bleſs =#d Benefits Cp 3k 
-3nd are'/made-barferfiby being' watete - 
"ed with- the” briniſly reuts."of” thenit. 
jured  mofitners5; Thats to/! (all quietly | - 
iand Keep" £'afe/courſe-under that )udithe | * 
046 Mafter/whom: God hath let'overthei | ' 
*hath,. benefitanid'conreriti whereas nothing | | 
S -Sut eo iedeſtra He witchedhnbel 
 badſperate Lovers'of miſcheif,”who'labor 
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a - Contrary Xo'the 2Md/fevs guidancexoUnive | | 
'  -the bottom! they TaiÞ tfi2upon rocks ant | ' 
"ſhelves ihereby to Wiſcredir' and" Milde | 
him; whoTirterh>at Hel ;\Or elſe(anl | | 
indeed that” tote p?operty A > |: 
their fare ane profperity''to be gvodand 
hrge Wha ' nay mightily to"abGid 
while they" Vit'at' homein the moſt ſeeiti 
Fit bor. of Obedience "Fon! wheiice th 
daily fee the! wracks' of ſuch aylaheh'on 
rato! the tho libleſotne waters of Difapely. 
And" wet@thete'no 'tiore; yet! tolceſom | 
mens niivfortunes, white themſelves tive 
(caſe /and*faftty; muſt needs givea valt me 
-creaſe"t&the pleaſure of their mind, * But | 
{how | much "more" aflliredly ' when "they | 
-know that Ebriſt rheit prime/pattern bee | | 
holdeth thernwith exceeUing delight, prt- | 
paring for them an'atHitional, a fuperas 
boundant Joy? He'derh' indeed from his 
- Throne behold them, ſfitending nolels __ 
136 ad," the 
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the deifying thoſe,who for his Gkedocare- 
7 his'glorions: (rhough maxtal! 
fl he even Chop 


He' more: then great” Xerx6s- ati the 824 


fewinian bartle- uſethiall-diligence that ex 


very att of Chriſtiex Obedience, either de-. 
fending he _ Prerog «tive, or tontly 
reliſting the ſedncing»temprations-of its. 
Oppoſers, berichly rewarded, and both'ins 
viteth and helpeth-usro a lawrel.' Thus 
with greater 'caſe may\we'be happy" then 
Wmiſcrable,' and' at cheaper" rates gain noe 
onely earthly: but ſupernatural treaſures 
then many procure- to'themſelves preſent 
and eternal 'canfufion; © Without® over- 
turning Order, diverting the courſe of 
Nature,. ſearching the abyfles of - the earth, 
and ripping up its bowels; dverthrowing 
walls 22d bulwarks, or defacing the glory 
of flonriſhing Ci#:e3 and Kingdoms, thou; 
t Chriſfdian .Subje@#, mayeſt- fitid- and em- 
brace happineſs. Fear*God ," and" Honor 
the King, © thy work ©#5* done,” This is 
the inchoation, - and*>will be- the*inn- 
doubted eonfummation'of Felicity, - xs 
Men. IS \ \A'2 5 2 + 4p 
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08 The Bleſſing and, Chap N1U, 
. aut : —_— 


Thou ever bleſſed Fountein of Good+ 
A. #neſs, gipe ws moderation and thanks 
Fwlneſs, that we neither abuſe por T1, thy 
favonrs, but cheiſty delight in thee , who 
givelt ns all things richly to exjoy. 7 
_ proſperity —_ has ſojonn, aol mad 
and ſinful; for ſo ſhould we deſtroy our 
_— by pore thee the Ant 6g 
Great benefits heſt thou conferred upon ur | 

by the yepewed and ſpugular bleſſings of peace, | 
O let not wnconſtancy with caluntnies and 

' zrjurions complaints break down this pillar 
of our welfare, buf make us with an hob 
thankfulneſs evermpre to preſerve it e- 
tire, ath y | 
| Grent that we way alway be ftandi | 
Pn our watth bearkening what thou, 
Lord of life, doſt command, and eſpecially | * 
obſerving thoſe thy ſacred injun@#i ons of giv | © 
ing. honor where honor is due, and follow» 
ing peace with all men. 4 
ſhey, who otherwiſe ſeck proſperity, a1 | * 
But trouble themſelves, for this is the way of 
| be : bold thox our goings in this way; and 
keep us that ' our footſteps ſlip not , that | * 
there be nofalling into decay by onr treading | 
Mo” IH 


[erp VL. of Obedience, © 309 


'. Help us with true meekneſs to receive thy 
word, and with perfet® humility to obey thy. 
commands, ' left evil 'get' dominion over us. 
aud the great tranſgreſſions ſurprive ns. | 
\ Then when our ear is ready to hear, and 
our will: to obey, glory [ball dwell in our land, 
the earth ſpall yeild her encreaſe, and thou, 0 
God, ſhalt give ns thy bleſſings. ' 
; Great peace have they, who h_ Law, 
end.nothing ſhall offend them ; let the ſpirit of 
Love repleniſh us with holy deſires, thet offen- 
ces may ceaſe, and thy true religion flouriſh. 
Happy are they, whom thou cauſeſt to ap- 
proach unto thee, whom Love and Obedience 
bave made one with thee 5 they ſhall alway be 
praiſing thee with joyful lips © © 
* Thow: 4 keep them - ſafely from the 
foot of pride, and in a pavilion from the 
Prife of tongues, thou ſhalt maks them 
| great through thy favour,and after a large por» 
tiow of: Joy in thys life ſhalt give them Joys,that 
paſo mans underſtanding. ' +a 
' Thoufromthy Throne beholding and encou- 
raging their labowurs of Love, for thy Names 
ſake, ſhalt abundantly recompence them in 
this life, and wilt alſo continue thy Lov- 
ing kindneſs towards them and bring them + 
» Aba. r= 
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_ "The Bleſſings and Benefts Chap! VII 


' Hed, moſt gracious God, iwe de the 
incommunicable to fleſhand frog 


i be ſatisfied with theſe. earthly bleſſings, 


b large:and manifold. -. The enjoyment 
falneſr oncly can pit ar end op 


| ne og longings. | i 
> Therefore make baſt, O Beldoed; 0 com, 
Lerd 3 eſus, come quickly; Aanen, 


A 3 - OurFather which a art in Heaven, 
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Books Primed for and fold by 
"Jonathan Edwin at the three 
| Roſes iz Ludgate ſtreet. 


 \Vhriftian Ethicks, or divine Morallity, 
op opening the way to Blefſedneſs by the 
Rules of Vertue and Reaſon, by Thowes 
Trabern. B.D. In Ota. 6474 

Roman F orgeries,or atriie account of falſe 
Records, Diſcovering the Impoſtures and 
Counterfeit! Antiquities, of the Charch of 
Rome by the ſame Anthar. In Octa: 

| Daily Devotions Conliſting of Thanſgiv* 
ings, Confeſſions and Prayers in two parts. 
By an humble Penitent. In Twelves. 

The Compariſon of Plato and Ariſtotle with 
the opinions of the Fathers on their Do- 
arines, and ſome Chriſtian Refle&tions. Tos 
gether with judgement on Alexander and 
Ceſar, as aiſo on Sexeca, Plutarch,and Petro 
#ins. In Ofta, 

Obſervations on the Poems of Homer and 
Firgzl:Adiſcourſe repreſenting the excellene 
cies of thofe works; and the perfeCticnsin 
allgenera}of! Heroick Action:, In OGas. 
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Fifty one Sermons preached by the Res, 
. verend Dr. Mark Frank Maſter of Pembroke. 
Hall in Cambridge Archdeagan of St. Albons, 
Prebend and Treaſurex:6f St.'Paxls,, &c.. 
'Being a courſe of Sermons, beginhing at 
Advent and fo continued through the Feſti-. 
vals to which is'added a Sermon preached at 
St, Pauls Crofs in the year 1641 and then, 
Commanded to be Printed by King Charh 
the firltinFol, . : _ & 
' The Counteſc of Pembrokes Arcadia; writ- 
ten by Sir Phillip Sidney Knight the T hit. 
"teenth Edition with his Life anc Death, a 
Brief Table of the principle Heads and 
ſome other New Aditions in Fol, . ::. .. 

: Songs and Poems by Mr. Thomas Flatmas 
Gent.— in Ota. | EY 
There is now in the Preſs and Ready te 
be publiſhed. 
Bacons Henry the Seaventh, 
And Godwins Anxals in Fol. 
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Diſtempers of the Times, 


